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Re: “RM-10077, modification of section 90.20 (c¢) of the Commission’s Rules to Permit use of
any Certified Public Safety Frequency Coordinator for channels below 470 MHz".

To: The Commission

Mn/DOT is responsible for public safety communications for the state of Minnesota. Its
responsibility includes planning, design and maintenance for the State Patrol, Highway Maintenance
and Natural Resources statewide radio systems. Mn/DOT at the direction of the state legislature is
constructing the first phase of an 800 MHz metropolitan digital trunked system which satisfies
highway maintenance, transit, state patrol, and emergency medical communication requirements in
the nine county Minneapolis/St. Paul metropolitan area. Mn/DOT currently administers nearly five
hundred VHF, UHF, 700 MHz and 800 MHz FCC licenses for the state of Minnesota radio systems.

Additionally, Mn/DOT acts as Minnesota frequency advisors for the Association of Public-Safety
Communications Officials (APCO) and The American Association of State Highway Transportation
Officials (AASHTO). Under the administration of the Minnesota Department of Natural Resources,
Mn/DOT acts as the Midwest frequency coordinator for the Forestry Conservation Communications
Association (FCCA).

Mn/DOT supports APCO’s petition asking the FCC to change its rule to allow any of the four public
safety coordinators to coordinate any of the public safety pool channels below 470 MHz. Mn/DOT
believes that the rule change is consistent with the Commission’s decision to encourage competition
by certifying all public safety frequency coordinators to coordinate 700 MHz and 800 MHz and the
VHF local government pool. Mn/DOT believes that applicants will benefit from reduced
coordination time and cost as it provides them with a choice of competitive coordinators. Presently,
competition does not exist in segments of the public safety pool where only a designated
organization can coordinate. Applicants now requiring frequencies from multiple coordinators will
be able to benefit by selecting one coordinator to coordinate their entire application.
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In conclusion Mn/DOT supports APCO’s petition RM-10077 and recommends that the process for
rule change move forward.

Respectfully submitted

Douglas James Weiszhaar, Deputy Commissioner
Minnesota Department of Transportation

395 John Ireland Boulevard, MS 110

Saint Paul, Minnesota 55155
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Larry Miller

American Association of State Highway Transportation Officials
Frequency Coordination Manager
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