
ORIGINAL

EX PARTE OR LATE FILED
May 3, 2002

Marlene H. Dortch
Secretary
Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street, SW - Room TW-A325
Washington, D.C. 20554

R'ECEIVED
MAY - 32002

REDACTED - FOR PUBLIC INSPECTION

Re: Ex Parte Notice - Consolidated Application of EchoStar Communications
Corporation, General Motors Corporation and Hughes Electronics
Corporation for Authority to Transfer Control, CS Docket No. 01-348

Dear Ms. Dortch:

In accordance with Section 1.1206 of the Commission's Rules, 47 C.P.R.
§1.1206, EchoStar Communications Corporation ("EchoStar"), Hughes Electronics Corporation
("Hughes") and General Motors Corporation ("GM"), Applicants in the above-referenced merger
proceeding, submit this letter to report that representatives of the applicants met with members of
the Commission staff on May 2, 2002. Representatives of the Applicants present at the meeting
included Charlie Ergen, Chairman and Chief Executive Officer of EchoStar, Jack Shaw,
President and Chief Executive Officer of Hughes, and Eddy Hartenstein, Chairman and Chief
Executive Officer of DIRECTV, Inc. ("DIRECTV"). Also attending the meeting were David
Moskowitz and David Goodfriend of EchoStar, Merrill Spiegel of DIRECTV, William Slowey
of GM, and outside counsel for the Applicants. FCC staff members who attended the meeting
included Kenneth Ferree, Barbara Esbin and Marcia Glauberman of the Media Bureau, Harry
Wingo, Jim Bird, Joel Rabinovitz and C. Anthony Bush of the Office of the General Counsel,
David Sappington and Donald Stockdale of the Office of Plans and Policy, Julius Knapp of the
Office of Engineering and Technology, and Douglas Webbink, JoAnn Lucanik and Marilyn
Simon of the International Bureau.

The representatives of the Applicants made a presentation to the Commission
staff addressing issues set forth in the attached written materials. l The meeting was focused on
the business reasons why each of EchoStar and Hughes has decided to enter into the merger
transaction, and how these reasons connect with the public interest. As reflected in the attached
presentation slides, these reasons include certain trends in the DBS industry that need to be
reversed if DBS is to become a more effective competitor to cable, the significant advantages of

1 A copy of the written presentation made by the Applicants is attached. That copy reflects
minor revisions to certain pages. For the record, the Applicants also include the superseded
pages to which revisions were made.
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cable operators, other important factors that prompted Hughes to enter the merger agreement,
and the substantial benefits of the merger.

An original and one copy of this ex parte notice (and two copies of the
attachment) are being filed with the Commission. If you have questions concerning this meeting
or this notice, please do not hesitate to contact the undersigned.

Respectfully submitted,

Counsel for Hughes Electronics
Corporation and General Motors
Corporation

Attachments

cc (wI att.): Kenneth Ferree
Barbara Esbin
Marcia Glauberman
Harry Wingo
Joel Rabinovitz
C. Anthony Bush
Donald Stockdale
David Sappington
Julius Knapp
Douglas Webbink
JoAnn Lucanik
Marilyn Simon
James Bird
Linda Senecal
Qualex International

"e~..;h~ry-4'A/
Pantelis Michalopoulos
Carlos M. NaIda
Steptoe & Johnson LLP
1330 Connecticut Avenue, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20036
(202) 429-6494

Counsel for EchoStar Communications
Corporation
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