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RECEIVED

MAY - 92002
i~l!lW. COMMlJNICi\11010S CGMMIliGieN

OFFICE Of THE SECftETAA\'

Re: Ex Parte Presentation
Amendment ofthe Television Table of Allotments to Delete
Noncommercial Reservation of Channel *16, 482-488 MHz,
Pittsburgh. Pennsylvania. MM Docket No. 01-276

Dear Ms. Dortch:

On behalfofWQED Pittsburgh, I am enclosing for inclusion in the above-referenced
docket two copies ofa letter from Senator Arlen Specter to Chairman Michael K. Powell.

Please contact the undersigned with any questions concerning this matter.

'~

No. of C.. opiea reG'd. 0 12
UslABCDE

Respectfully submitted,
'\

'"

Enclosure

cc: The Honorable Kathleen Q. Abernathy
The Honorable Michael 1. Copps
The Honorable Kevin 1. Martin
Jane E. Mago, Esq.
Susan M. Eid, Esq.
Stacy Robinson, Esq.
Susanna Zwerling, Esq.
Catherine Crutcher Bohigian, Esq.

W. Kenneth Ferree, Esq.
Roy 1. Stewart, Esq.
Barbara A. Kreisman, Esq.
Clay Pendarvis, Esq.
George L. Miles, Jr.
Steven A. Lerman, Esq.
Angela J. Campbell, Esq.
Harry N. Malone, Esq.
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Aprl126, 2002

The HOllorable Michael K. Powell
Chairman
Fedmal CommUlliclltiona Commission
Room 8·B201
445 Twelflh Street, SW
Washington, DC 20554

-.JUD!CIMV
""P~DPIII'.T1CNS

veTlftANS' AFl'AlIIlI
iNIIIRONMENT AND PUSUl: WORIt!I

Re: WQED!WQEX, Pittsburgh, PrmnsylVillia
MM Docket No. 01-276

Dear Chairman Powell;

On January 9, 2001, WQED Pittsburgh filed a petition requesting that the noncommen;ial
reservation ofWQEX, Channel 16 in Pittsburgh, be delated to permit the sale ofWQEX as a
commercial station. Previously, I haVll written you to urge early favo.-able lOtion on the petition.
I am writ:Ulg again todAy to express my continuing support for the petition, III1d to request once
more that the CommissiQU act on WQED's requeat in a timely manner.

F&V01'llble llOusideratlon ot'the WQED petition is critical to the fltwrc ofpublic tclovisiOll
in southwesteIn Pennsylvania. WQED sllffrn from a crlppliUS debt that, llCCOIdiJls; to tbe
statioll, ~pers ita ability to fulfill its mission IS II pUblic television IiCllllSllC. I am clmvinQc4
tIw using tbIl prQceeds &om the sale of WQEX to eliminate thia debt iI fully caDSiItlW with the
pUblic intereit. '!be proceMs from the sale will also endow & local proll'llrmning fimd, pay for
overdue repairs to the complUlY's physil:a1 plant, and hslp fund the mandated eanvcrsion to
digital technolol)'.

WQBtl's petition also desorves expeltiu,d consideration by the~ The patition
has been before thll COmmissiOll lot more than 14 months now • in Wga part due to tbe
COllUllission's dclay in commenging the puhlig c.omment period. Any further rogulatol'y dalay
may jeopardizo the proppsed sale ofWQBD to ShllOtingStar. Inc., a commoroial broadcaster
headed by a Pittsburgh native.

ThIlnk you for your considllration.

Sincerely,

AS/As


