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Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street, SW
Washington, DC 20554

Re: Ex Parte Presentation
Amendment of the Television Table of Allotments to Delete
Noncommercial Reservation of Channel *16, 482-488 MHz,

Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, MM Docket No. 01-276

Dear Ms. Dortch:

On behalf of WQED Pittsburgh, I am enclosing for inclusion in the above-referenced
docket two copies of a letter from Senator Arlen Specter to Chairman Michael K. Powell.

Please contact the undersigned with any questions concerning this matter.
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Enclosure

cc:  The Honorable Kathleen Q. Abernathy W. Kenneth Ferree, Esq.
The Honorable Michael J. Copps Roy J. Stewart, Esq.
The Honorable Kevin J. Martin Barbara A. Kreisman, Esq.
Jane E. Mago, Esq. Clay Pendarvis, Esq.
Susan M. Eid, Esq. George L. Miles, Jr.
Stacy Robinson, Esq. Steven A. Lerman, Esq.
Susanna Zwerling, Esq. Angela J. Campbell, Esq.

Catherine Crutcher Bohigian, Esq. Harry N. Malone, Esq.
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Brited States Senate
WagHiNaTaN, DC 206103802
April 26, 2002

The Honarable Michael K. Powell
Chairman
Federa] Communicetions Commission
Room B-B201
445 Twelfth Street, SW
Washington, DC 20554

Re:  WQED/WQEX, Fittsburgh, Pennsylvania

MM Docket No. 01-276

Dear Chairmas Powall;

On Jaquary 9, 2001, WQED Pittsburgh filed & petition requesting that the noncommerial
reservation of WQEX, Channe] 16 in Pinsburgh, be deleted to permit the sale of WQEX as a
commezcial station. Previously, I have writien you to wge early favarable action on the petition.
1 am writing again todsy to express my continuing support for the petition, and to raquest once
mors that the Commission act on WQED's request in a timely manner,

Fevorable consideration of the WQED petition is criticel to the future of public television
in southwestern Pennsylvania. WQED suffars from a crippling debt that, according to the
station, humpers its ability to fulfill its miesion as a public television licansee. 1 am convinced
that using the proceeds from the sale of WQEX to sliminate this debt is fully consistent with the
public interegt, The proceads from the sale will also endow a local programming fund, pey for
ovsrdue repairs to the company’s physical plant, and halp fund the mandated conversion to
digital technalogy.

WQED's petition also deserves expedited consideration by the Commission. The petition
has been before the Commission for more than 14 months now - in largs part due to the
Comumission's delay in commencing the public comment period. Any further regulatory delay
may jeopardiza the proposed sals of WQED to ShaotingStar, Inc., a commersial broadcaster
headed by a Pitisburgh nafive.

Thank you for your cansidaration.

Sincerely,

Arlen Specter
AS/ds
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