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Mr. Michael K. Powell, Chairman
Federal Communications Commission
445 12" St. SW

Washington, DC 20554

Dear Mr. Powell:

I am writing to you today to request your support for the merger proposal between EchoStar and
DirecTV.

Rural consumers all across Jowa will have the opportunity to tune into learning programs, a great
diversity of channels, and some may even view their local news clearly for the first time if the
merger of EchoStar and Hughes Electronics meets with approval.

One of the biggest obstacles for rural Iowans, and all rural residents of our country, is the digital
divide that keeps technology in the hands of urban residents. Today, broadband technology is
proving to be one of the most versatile and powerful applications in the marketplace.
Increasingly, people are using the internet to schedule appointments, go shopping, take classes,
and of course communicate with friends and family.

This plan is clearly in the public interest, and I urge you to approve it.
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April 3, 2002

Mr. Michae! K. Powell

Chairman

Federal Communications Commission
445 12" Street, SW

Washington, DC 20554

Dear Mr. Powell;

I am writing to ask that you and the Federal Communications Commission give careful and
thorough consideration to the pending merger of EchoStar Communications and Hughes
Electronics.

The merger between America’s two largest satellite television providers can be a benefit to
Nebraska and the country if consumer interests are addressed and safeguarded. I ask that you
evaluate the benefits of the merger on their merits and adopt a plan that ensures competition in
the pay television industry and one that protects those subscribers with no pay television
alternatives.

Many Nebraska pay television customers have cable television as a competitive option for
service (and will have after the merger), while some do not. In some of our cities and rural areas,
satellite-based pay television is the only option.

In order for all consumers to continue to receive the benefits of competition in the pay television
industry, it is important that the merged EchoStar entity price their services, as they do now, ona
nationwide pricing basis. In so doing, consumers will benefit from the satellite-based television
prices that are determined by taking into consideration the extensive competition that exists in

most parts of the country.

The potential benefits of the proposed merger, such as enhanced services and more local station
broadcasts, are considerable. They should be intensively evaluated along with a nationwide
pricing model that will help ensure competitive prices in rural states like Nebraska.

Thank you for considering my views as they relate to the pending merger.

Sincerely,

Mike Joha
Governer
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Chairman Michael Powell
Federal Communicatins Commission
445 12th Street SW

Washington, DC 20554
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Chairman Michael Powell

Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street SW

Washington, DC 20554

RE: Support of Pending Merger of DIRECTYV and EchoStar Satellite Systerms
Docket #01-348, Federal Communications Commission

Dear Chairman Powell:

My name is Wilfred Pierre frott Louisiana, [ am writing in support of the proposed EchoStar/DIRECTV
merger and ask that the matter get a tharough, fair and timely review on its merits.

The Louisiana legislature is currently in special session to discuss ways to promote economic development
throughout our state. This merger will aid econotic development in our state tremefidously. The creation of
a new satellite company with the size ahd techhology to effectively compete with cable television companies
would benefit our states' consumers and serve a8 a healthy stimulus for the pay-TV market.

Another result of this merger will be that consumers across the United States will have access to local
broadcast chahnels with digital-quality television picture and CD-quality sound in every one of the 210
television matkets nationwide, specifically all 8 markets in Louisiana. For those Louisiana communities
already served by cable and satellite providers, the addition of local broadcast stations and satellite-delivered
Internet services represents a real competitive choice. For our rural residents that are not served by cable,
nationwide pricing and sateilite broadband would provide afforduble aceess to the digital future.

In view of its benefits to consumets antl suppott of the free matket systetn, I look on the merger favorably. It
is my hope that the FCC will approve it without unnecessary delay or ufireasonable conditions

District

Cc: Attorney General John Asticroft Cangressman Billy Tauzin, Chairman
Depittment of Justice House Enétgy & Commerce Committee
950 Pennsylvania Avenue NW 2183 Raybiirn House Building
Washington, DC 20530 Washington, DC 20515
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March 28, 2002

Mr. Michael Powell.

Chairman

Federal Comuniications Commission
445 12" Street, SW

Washington, D.C. 20554

Dear Chairman Powell:

A week or so ago I had the opportunity to participate in a community briefing
regarding the proposed merger between EchoStar and DirecTV (Docket 01-348).
Representatives of the two companies were present and participants were able to ask in-
depth questions about the competitive and service related issues of the proposal.

In my view, the merger makes sense. While [ am sensitive to the monopoly
issues raised by the consolidation of services into one company, | was very pleased by the
commitment of the companies that, when merged, they would provide a single, natiofial
pricing structure. That means Montatia will have the same benefit of urban competition
as exists in larger markets across Amietica and that will be a strofig protection agaitist

predatory pricing.

In addition, in analyzing this issue, one must realize that in Montana, and in many
rural states across America, we have no real competition if we want local television
programming. Right now, if I want local television statiofis I tttust purchase cable
television from AT&T Broadband at whatever rate they ask. With this merger, there will
be real competition and real customer choice.

Last, my business is a high-tech, computer services company. Virtually none of
our income is generated from local resources, but from clients across the nation. Access
to the Internet via satellite may provide a potential solution for my business needs. In
that light, I believe the expansion of satellite Internet services this merger will make
possible to be a very meaningful economic development tool for Montana as well as
other rural areas of America. This is a potential solution in allowing anyone to move a
business such as mine to take advantage of economic differentials in a variety of

locations.

I hope you will take this viewpoint under advisérient as you consider this
impottant issue. S

Sincerély ypurs,
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Chairman Michael Powell

Federal Communications Cormmission
445 12th Street, SW

Washington, D.C. 20554
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3527 W, 55th St. #9375 188%.1505) 361-3480 (1)

Chairman Michael Powell
Sioux Falls, SD 57106 - (605) 333-2956 (MP)

Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street, SW
Washington, D.C. 20554

Dear Chairman Powell:

The pending merger between EchoStar Communications and Hughs Electronics, is an important
and significant step in the provision of pay television in our country and in my home State of

South Dakota.

EchoStar Communications Corporation, Hughes Electronic and General Motors believe that us
as consumers will reap tremendous benefits from the merger of EchoStar and Hughes. The
companies’ two services DISH Network and DIRECTV, today each transmit a total of more than
500 identical channels. Us as consumers will benefit from the massive increase of Direct |
Broadcasting Satellite (DBS) satellite capacity that will result from the elimination of this
duplicative programming. Indeed as a direct result of this merger, us as consumers across the
continental United States, Alaska and Hawaii will have access to local broadcast channels with
digital-quality television picture and CD-quality sound in every one of the 210 televiston markets
nationwide and specifically four markets here in South Dakota.

In many of our small towns and rural areas, satellite-based pay television is the only option. In
order for all consumers to continue to receive the benefits of competition in the pay television
industry, it is vital the merged EchoStar entity price its service as they do now, on a nationwide
pricing basis. In so doing, all of us benefit from satellite-based television prices that are -
determined by taking into ¢onsideration the extensive competition that exits in most areas of the

country.

The potential benefit of the proposed merger, such as enhanced services and more local station -
broadcasts, are considerable. They should be 1ntenswely evaluated along with a nat1onw1de
pricing model that will help enstire competltlve prices in states like ours. - -

Thank you for your consideration of my views in this pendmg merger.” . '~

Yours truly,
Francis Wingert

Commissioner
South Dakota Electrical Commission
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Office of the Comminsioner of School and Public Lands

800 East Cupitol Avenue
Bierre, §D 478018070 Od- 2610 7
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Curt Johnson Bryce Healy
Commissioner Deputy Cammisvioner
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April 8, 2002

Chairman Michéel Powell

Federal Communiéations Comission
445 12" St 5w

Washington DC 20554

Dear Chairman Powell:

The pending merger between EchoStar Communications and Hughes Eleetronics, is ah Important and
significaint step in the provision of pay television in eur eountry and in my home State of South Dakota.

EchoStar Communications Corporation, Hughes Electrotiic and General Motors believe that us as
consumaérs will reap tremendous benefits from the merger of EchoStar and Hughes. The cempanies’
two services DISH Network and DIRECTYV, today each transmit a total of more than 800 identical
channels. Us as eorisuriers will benefit fron the massive increase of Direct Broadessting Satellite
(DBS) satellite capacity that will result from the elimination of this duplicative pregramming. Indeed as
a direct result of this merger, us as consumers across the continental United States, Alaske and
Hawail will have 8coess to lucal broadeast channels with digital-quality television pictiire and CO-
qugmy saﬁund ir @very onia of the 210 televigion markets nationwide and specifically four markets here
in Seuth Dakota.

In many of our smail towns and tural areas, satelite<based pay television is the only epfion. |h erder
far all corisumers to sontinue to receive the benefits of competition in the pay televisien industry, it is
vital the merged EchoStar entity price its service as they d6 now, 6n a nationwide pricing basis. in s
doing, all of ug benefit from sateliite-based television prices that are determined by takiny into
consideration the extansive competition that exists In mest aress of the eountry.

The potential benetit of the propesed merger, suech as enhanced services and more local station
broadecasts, are gensiderable. They shiould be intensively evaluated aleng with a natienwide prising
model that will help ensure competitive priees i states like eurs.

Thank you for your consideration of my views it this pendirig.merger.

Sirigeeply,

Jurt Johnsen
Coemrmissioner
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