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Mr. Michael K. Powell, Chainnan
Federal Communications Commission
445 l2'h St. SW
Washington, DC 20554

Dear Mr. Powell:

I am writing to you today to request your support for the merger proposal between EchoStar and
DirecTV.

Rural consumers all across Iowa will have the opportunity to tune into leaming programs, a great
diversity of channels, and some may even view their local news clearly for the first time if the
merger of EchoStar and Hughes Electronics meets with approval.

One of the biggest obstacles for rural Iowans, and all rural residents of our country, is the digital
divide that keeps technology in the hands of urban residents. Today, broadband technology is
proving to be one ofthe most versatile and powerful applications in the marketplace.
Increasingly, people are using the internet to schedule appointments, go shopping, take classes,
and of course communicate with friends and family.

This plan is clearly in the public interest, and I urge you to approve it.
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April 3, 2002

Mr. Michael K. Powell
Chairman
Federal Communications Commission
445 l2'h Street, SW
Washington, DC 20554

Dear Mr. Powell:

MI/I@ <hItJilliM
1JIi....f1Wf

I am writing to ask that you and the Federal Communications Commission give careful and
thorough consideration to the pending merger of EchoStar Communications and Hughes
Electronics.

The merger between America's two largest satellite television providers can be a benefit to
Nebraska and the country if consumer interests are addressed and safeguarded. I ask that you
evaluate the benefits of the merger on their merits and adopt a plan that ensures competition in
the pay television industry and one that protects those subscribers with no pay television
alternatives.

Many Nebraska pay television customers have cable television as a competitive option for
service (and will have after the merger), while some do not. In some of our cities and rural areas,
satellite-based pay television is the only option.

In order for all consumers to continue to receive the benefits of competition in the pay television
industry, it is important that the merged EchoStar entity price their services, as they do now, on a
nationwide pricing basis. In so doing, consumers will benefit from the satellite-based television
prices that are determined by taking into consideration the extensive competition that exists in
most parts of the country.

The potential benefits of the proposed merger, such as enhanced services and more local station
broadcasts, are considerable. They should be intensively evaluated along with a nationwide
pricing model that will help ensure competitive prices in rural states like Nebraska.

Thank you for considering my views as they relate to the pending merger.

Ar; ~utit ~1'MUtY/AJfirmrttiVk Aetftifi Eiftpf~t
Pfjiitid Mih Wy~ti OC,~~
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Chairman Michael Powell
Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street SW
Washington, DC 20554

RE: Support of Pending Merger of DIRECTV and EchoStar Satellite Systems
Docket #01-348, Federal Communications Commission

Dear Chairman Powell:

My name is Wilfred Pierre frol11 Louislanll, I lll11 writing in support of the proposed EchoStarlDIRECTV
merger and ask that the l11Itter glltll thorough, fait und timely review on its merits.

The Louisiana legislature is cUrl'lftllly In special session to discuss ways to promote economic development
throughout our stllte. This nterger wlllllld econottIic development in our state tremettdously. The creation of
a new satellite comptl/ly with the size und technology to effectively cOnlpete with cable television companies
would benefit our states' consumers and serve as a healthy stimulus for the pay-TV mllrket.

Another result of this merger will be that conSnl11ers across the United States will have access to local
broadcast channels with digital-quality televillion picture and CD-quality sound in every one of the 210
television markets nationwide, speclf1cally 1111 8 l11llr1i:ets in Louisiana. For those Louisiana communities
already served by cable llttd lIlltdlllte providers, the llddltion of local broadcast stations and satellite-delivered
Internet services represents a real corttpetltlve thoice. /'lor our row residents that are not served by cable,
nationwide pricing and satellite broadblllld WOUld pl'Ovide afi'tlrtlllble 8CtetlS to the digital future.

In view of its benefits to consumeI'!; and suppotl of the free market system, I look on the merger favorably. It
is my hope that the FCC will spprove It without UIIttecessary delay or unreasonable conditions

Cc: Attorney General John Ashcroft
Depllttment of Justice
950 Pennsylvania Avenue NW
Washington, DC 20530

Congressman Billy Tauzin, Chairman
HO\lse EnilfIY & Comht~rce Committee
2183 RaybUrn House Building
Washington, DC 20515

----_..-.----------------------
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March 28, 2002

Mr. Michael Powell.
Chairman
Federal ComttlUtlications Commission
445 12th Street, SW
Washington, D.C 20554

Dear Chairman Powell:

o~ -f()~(Yl (,

()~ ~lft

A week or so ago I had the opportunity to participate in a community briefing
regarding the proposed merger between EchoStar and DirecTV (Docket 01-348).
Representatives of the two companies were present and participants were able to ask in
depth questions about the competitive and service related issues of the proposal.

In my view, the merger makes sense. While I am sensitive to the monopoly
issues raised by the consolidation of services into one company, I was very pleased by the
commitment of the companies that, when merged, they would provide a single, natiofial
pricing structure. That means MontMa will have the same benefit of urban competition
as exists in larger markets across America and that will be a strong protection llglllnst
predatory pricing.

In addition, in analyzing this issue, one must realize thllt in Montana, and in many
rural states across America, we have no real competition if we want local television
programming. Right now, if I want local television stations I tI1ust purchase cable
television from AT&T Broadband at whatever rate they a~k. With this merger, there will
be real competition and real customer choice.

Last, my business is a high-tech, computer services company. Virtually none of
our income is generated from local resources, but from clients across the nation. Access
to the Internet via satellite may provide a potential solution for my business needs. In
that light, I believe the expansion of satellite Internet services this merger will make
possible to be a very meaningful economic development tool for Montana as well as
other rural areas ofAmerica. This is a potential solution in allowing anyone to move a
business such as mine to take advantage of economic differentials in a variety of
locations.

I hOpe you will tuke this viewpoltlt under advislltl1tlht IlS you consider tills
important Issue.

-_.--....;-------------------------
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April 8, 2002

Chainnan Michael Powell
Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street, SW
Washington, D.C. 20554

Dear Chainnan Powell:
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Franci~.Wingert
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3527 W. 55th St. #gt~'~5) 361-3480 (H)
Sioux Falls, SD 57106 - (605) 333-2956 (MP)

The pending merger between EchoStar Communications and Hughs Electronics, is an important
and significant step in the provision ofpay television in our country and in my home State of
South Dakota.

EchoStar Communications Corporation, Hughes Electronic and General Motors believe that us
as consumers will reap tremendous benefits from the merger of EchoStar and Hughes. The
companies' two services DISH Network and DlRECTV, today each transmit a total ofmore than
500 identical channels. Us as consumers will benefit from the massive increase of Direct
Broadcasting Satellite (DBS) satellite capacity that will result from the elimination of this
duplicative programming. Indeed as a direct result of this merger, us as consumers across the
continental United States, Alaska and Hawaii will have access to local broadcast channels with
digital-quality television picture and CD-quality sound in every one of the 210 television markets
nationwide and specifically four markets here in South Dakota.

In many of our small towns and rural areas, satellite-based pay television is the only option. In
order for all consumers to continue to receive the benefits of competition in the pay television
industry, it is vital the merged EchoStar entity price its service as they do now, on a nationwide
pricing basis. In so doing, all of us benefit from satellite-based television prices that are .('
detcnnined by taking into consideration the extensive competition that exits in most areas of the
country.

The potential benefit of the proposed merger, such as enhanced services and more local station'
broadcasts, are considerable. They should be intensively evaluated along with a nationwide
pricing model that will help ensUre competitive prices in states like ours.

Thank you for your consideration of my views' in this pending merger.. '.

Yours truly,

~~
Francis Wingert
Commissioner
South Dakota Electrical Commission

-----_--------------------- ---l
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Chairman Mlct1a9t Powell
Fedetal CommunlOSfions Commission
4415 12"' Sf SW
Washington Dc 20554

Deer Chairman Powell:

BI')'t4l Healy
1)qI1I1)' COltIIlIl$!lkJller

emall: 8ty«~8lt1le.sd.U$

Th& pending merg&r between ECltloSter Coml11unloatlons and /'flignes EleotrClnlClll, Is In ImpOrtlnf 11M
slgnlflosnt sttp In the provision of pay televlllion In our oountry and In my home State of South Dlikote.

EQhoStEir Oommllnioations Corpoflitlon, Hughell Ele<ltronle lind GenlNil Motors ~lIew that Uli Iii
oonlumeta wlll flIap ttlImlMouli blnefltll from the mlrger of EeMStar and Hughu, Thl oompanles'
two lervlcel DISH Nltwork and OIAEOTV, today uch tfllnsmltll total of motEl thin 800 Identical
chlnnehi. Uli all COnllUmetli wlll beneflt from the mulllwinmalie of Olfllct Broadcaltlng Satelll18
(DIS) liatelll18 capacity that will rellull from thl elimination of thlli dllpllcatlw progfllmmlng, Indeed as
€I dlreQt tElliult of thll mergtir, Ullilii COnliiumetlii IICt08S thl oontlnentlll United Statel, Alllliklillind
HIilWllIl wlll hlilve allQ9ljlto local broadCllliit Clhannellii wlth dlgltal-qllallty ttlevilion plctul'llllnd co
quality lound In ewry one of the 210 televlllion marktitll natlonwlde and Ipt;clflcally four marketll hlltl
In South Dakota.

In many of OUt limall lOwtlS and rutal atab, liattllllil-balitid pay tllevilion II the only option, In ordEir
fot all oonsumeta to oontlnlle to receive the bllnefltll of oomptitltlonln thti pay ttltivillonindulitry, It III
vltllithe mergld EchOStet entity price ltll liervlce 1181 they do now, on a nationWIde pricing balilli, In liO
dOing. 1111 of lil ~neflt from latellltl·balied televilion prlcel that atl detefftllnld by ttklng Into
oonlldeflltlon tt'lti extenllve oompetltlon that exlltll In mOlt atlal of the oountry,

fhe potllntlalbeneflt of the propoled merger, such al enhanced lietvlcel and motl local Itatlon
broadcall!l. atl oonlldel'llbla, They Ihould be Intenllvely ewlualld along wlth a nationwide pricing
modtiithllt wlll help enllure competitive prlcel Ih ltatel like OUtlii,

Thank you for your conlilderatlon of my vleWli in thll pEiMitlg.merger,

s;rJ,y, .
~h
Commilliioner

CJlj11


