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DON STENBERG

ATTORNEY GENERAL

January 23, 2002

Mr. Michael K. Powell, Chairnian
Federal Communications Commission
445 12 Street, SW

Washington, DC 20554

Dedar Mr. Powell:

1 am writing to ask that the Federal Communications Commission give due and careful
consgideration to the pending merger of EchoStar Communications (DISH Network) and Hughes
Electronics (DireeTV). This is an important step in the pay television industry and impertant to

Nebrasks.

The merger betweeti America’s two lurgest sutellite television providers can be a benefit to
our citizens us consumers if their interests are addressed and safeguarded In the merger. It s my
hope that you will evaluate the benefits of the merger on their merits and adopt a plan that ensures
competition in the pay television industry as a whole and pretects those subscribers with no pay

television alternatives.

There are approximutely 137,000 households in Nebraska that subscribe to pay television
from satellite providers, primarily DISH Network and DirecTV. While many of these customers
huve cable television as & competitive option for service (and will have after the merger), many do
not. In some of our cities and rural ureas, satellite-based pay television is the only option.

1n order for all consumers to continue to receive the beneflts of comipetition in the pay

televialon industry, it is vital that the merged EchoStar entity price thelr services, as they do now,
g pricing basis. In 8o doing, consumers will beneflt from the satellite-based television

pﬂeeathat determined by taking into consideration the extensive eompetition that exists in moat
parts of the eountry.




Mt Michae! K. Powell, Chairman
Federal Communications Commissien
January 23, 2002

Page 2

The potential benefits of the proposed merger, such as enhanced services and more local
station broadoasts, are considerable. They should be intensively evaluated along with a natiotiwide
pricing model that will help ensure compatitive prices in ruril states like Nebraska.

Thank you for considering my views as they relate to the pending merger.
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State of Lonistana

Heulette “Tlo” FHontenat - @onnmittees:

State Senator Environmental Quality
Vice-Chairman

District No. 13
. . Commerce
Chairman Michael Powell
. . .. Local & Municipal Affairs
Federal Communications Commission Joint Legisiative
445 lzth Street SW Commitice

on Capital Outlay

Washington, D.C. 20554

Senate Select Committes
on Consumer Affairs

March 25, 2002

Dear Chairman Powell:

As a State Senator from Louisiana I am writing in support of the proposed EchoStar/DIRECTV merger
and ask that the matter get a thorough, fair and timely review on its merits.

The Louisiana legislature is currently in special session to discuss ways to promote economic
development throughout our state. This merger would aid our state tremendously. The creation of a
new satellite company with the size and technology to effectively compete with cable television
companies would benefit our states’ consumers and serve as a healthy stimulus for the pay-TV market.

Another result of this merger will be that consumers across the US will have access to local broadcast
channels with digital-quality television picture in every one of the 210 television markets nationwide,
specifically all 8 markets in Louisiana. For our communities already served by cable and satellite
providers, the addition of local broadcast stations and satellite-delivered Internet services represents a
real competitive choice. For our rural residents not served by cable, nationwide pricing and satellite
broadband would provide affordable access to the digital future.

In view of its benefits to consumers and support of the free market system, I look on the merger
favorably. It is my hope that the FCC will approve it without unnecessary delay or unreasonable

conditions.

Sincerely,

o”’ Fontenot
HCF/css

cc: Attorney General John Ashcroft

Congressman Billy Tauzin Post Office Box 1238, Livingston, LA 70754
4686 Groom Road, Suite D-2, Baker, LA 70714
Phone (225) 686-0108 » Fax (225) 686-2161
Baker phone (225) 771-4555
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Group, Inc. Expertise in Health Benefits

Bus.(515) 270-8178
Fax (515) 270-0398
1-800-798-6772

2175 N.W. B6th St.
Suite 14
Des Moines, lowa 50325

April 1, 2002

Michael K. Powell, Chairman

Federal Communications Commission
Reference: 01-348

445 12" Street SW

Washington, DC 20554

Dear Michael:

I am writing in support of the merger between ECHOSTAR
Communications and Hughes Electronics Corporation.

This merger could provide consumers with several advantages over the
current system, It would provide more programming choices, lower costs for
the consumer and more access to rural America.

For all of these reasons, consumers will benefit by the proposed merger.
Please support this merger.

Sn}cerely,

Jesse A Patton

www.amgi-dsm.com Email: mail @amgi-dsm.com
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City of New Orleans

Office of the Mayor Ol 34

DIVISION OF ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT
March 20, 2002

Chairman Michael Powell

Federal Communications Commission
445 12th St. S.W.

Washington DC 20554

Reference number: 01-348
Dear Chairman Powell:

I urge you to support the proposed merger between EchoStar Communications and
DirecTV. The merger would provide improved communication services to the
nation’s Hispanic community by offering an even greater variety of Spanish-
language programming. The merger would free up a limited spectrum and enable a
new company-to launch more independent networks that would focus on the Hispanic
community.

The “digital divide™ that currently exists and keeps telecommunications technology
out of reach of Hispanic Americans would be broken down. This merger is the best
way to provide access to affordable high-speed Internet service to the disadvantaged
communities. The merger will bring a virtual third line into the homes, busincsses,
and schools of many in Hispanic communities and offer video, data, and Internet
services to those that currently have no way of accessing technology.

Many of the Hispanic markets do not have local off-air affiliates such as Univision or
Telemundo. In many situations, the only way Hispanic households can keep in touch
with their language and culture is through Spanish-language packages that are
currently offered by EchoStar and DirecTV. EchoStar currently offers three Spanish
language packages and DirecTV offers six bilingual packages.

The Hispanic community feels encouraged by the merger of EchoStar and DirecTV.
Due to efficiencies created by the merger, the new company will be more competitive
with cable. Costs would be lowered and savings would be passed along to the

customers.

This merger would put fast, affordable, broadband service into Hispanic communities
across the state of Louisiana. I urge you to support its approval.
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Michael Powell
Chairman, Federal Communications Commission

445 12th Street, SW RECEIVED & NSPECTED
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February 6, 2002

Michael Powell

Chairman, Federal Communications Commission
445 12t Street, SW

Washington, D.C. 20554

Dear Commissioner Powell:

As you and your fellow Commissioners deliberate on the proposed merger between
satellite providers EchoStar and DirecTV, I wanted to provide you with input regarding the
potential benefits to Montana.

Montana is unique in many ways. While our open spaces and dramatic landscapes make
us the envy of the nation, they provide us at the same time with significant challenges. In my
business, one of those challenges is helping my customers reach every Montana household with
their advertising message. As you may know, an estimated 1/3 of all Montana households rely on
satellite services for their television viewing. Cable television is not available and broadcast
coverage is spotty at best (in many cases this is the case even within a few miles of our largest
cities). As a result, these satellite dependent viewers have no access to local television and my

clients have a difficult time reaching these customers.

As I understand it, the merger of these two companies will mean, among other consumer
benefits, that the merged company will provide local programming in every state from at least one
market. The advantage to consumers and to businesses trying to reach them is obvious and
important to our efforts to grow our economy in Montana.

1 hope you will look favorably on the merger application of DirecTV and EchoStar, it can
make a real difference to consumers and businesses alike in rural America.

Respectfully submitted,

AL

Tom Cook
President

CC: The Honorable Max Baucus, United States Senate

407 WEST MENDENHALL ¥ BOZEMAN, MONTANA 59715
PHONE (406) 586-8750 ¥ FAX (406) 587-0354
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Chairman Michael K. Powell

FCC

Reference: 01-348

445 12" Street SW
Washington, D.C. 20554
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Jamie Van Fossen
STATE REPRESUENTATIVE
Fortv=-Second District
Stwighouse: (315) 381-5038
el - JvRnfoeIegs stale 18 us

HOME ADDRESS
2802 Middie Rond
Davenpert. fowa 32803
Hare: (3197 3857774
Fax: (3195 355-9934
Website, waw jirnievanfossen.com

Monday, February 18, 2002

Chairman Michael K. Powell
FCC

Reference: 01-348

445 12" Street SW
Washington, D.C. 20554

Dear Chairman Powell,

House of Bepresentatives
Btate of lowa
Seventy-Ninth General Assembly
STATEHOUSE

Des Mpines, Jown 59318

A - PRECSE
0)-34E

COMMITTEES
Ways & Means, Chair
Commerce & Regulstion
Economic Development

[ am writing in support of the merger between ECHOSTAR Communications and Hughes
Electronics Corporation. I firmly believe that the future of the satellite television business will
enhance and expand the television services offered to customers through increased services.

-Local news and weather channel access.
-Broadband Internet access for all Americans.
-Additional programming, services and choices.

Once again, I strongly support this merger and hope that you see the great opportunities this can

bring to our country.

Sincerely,

Chairman, Ways and Means Committee
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ol Wisconsin Merchants Federation

“The Voice Of Wisconsin Retailing”

Chris C. Tackett 1 East Main Street, Suite 305
President/CEO Madison, Wisconsin 53703
Telephone 608/257-3541

Fax 608/257-8755

February 19, 2002 E-mail wimerfed@execpc.com

The Honorable Michael K. Powell
Chairman

Federal Communications Commission
445 12" Street, S.W.

Washington, DC 20554

Dear Chairman Powell:

The members of the Wisconsin Merchants Federation, who operate more than 6,000 retail
locations in our state, are in full support of the Echo Star/Direct TV merger.

Many of our members sell and install either Direct TV or Dish Network service to their
customers. The use of satellite television in business has “Skyrocketed” in recent years. A
stronger merged company with greater resources will be able to deliver more services to
Wisconsin retailers and customers. The “Sky’s the Limit”.

The WMF has been a major player in Wisconsin’s telecommunications arena for several years.

We have consistently fought for increased local competition among phone companies.
This merger would provide much needed competition with local monopolistic cable TV providers

or DSL service from the “Baby Bells.”

Our opponents are crying the “Sky is Falling,” but don’t believe them. They do not want any
competition. It’s that simple.

Wisconsin businesses and their consumers could benefit immensely from this merger. We ask you
to keep that in mind as the “protectionists” attempt to limit their competition.

Chris C. Tackttt,
President & CEQ

cc: U.S. Representative Mark Green
U.S. Representative James Sensenbrenner
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P ©. Box 495 . Chairman, Commerce Cobinttiise
Crowley, Louisiana 70527-0495 _ Acadiatia Dek:é‘at!tih
F-Miail: !dre;{}#z@legla state.fa.us ‘ STATE OF LOUISIANA Rural Cawcus

Telephone (337) 783.7963
1.800.467-5028 HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Fax: (337) 788-4905
GIL PINAC
District 42

February 22, 2002

Honorable Michael Powell

Chairman

Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street S.W.

Washington, DC 20554

Docket #: 01348

Dear Chairman Powell:

[ am writing this letter to urge you to support the merger between EchoStar and Direct TV. The
proposed company will provide rural residents across the state of Loulslana ‘

The merger between EchoStar and Direct TV will bring a virtual third line, similar to the bundled
offerings of video and data by cable, into the homes that cabie has deemed too expensive to serve. The
merger creates the economies of scale necessary to offer competitively priced, high-speed Internet access via
satellite to many rural areas, especially businesses and schools that do not have access to cable modem

service or DSL.

It is impressive that EchoStar's commitment to a nationwide pricing plan will continue with the
merger. Both DISH Network and DIRECTYV have offered programming on a uniform, nationwide pricing
basis since the launch of small dish satellite TV service in 1994. This pricing structure extends the benefits
of competing with cable companies in urban areas to those who live in the most remote areas. It is a policy
that has benefited rural Americans, and the merged company has stated on the record that it plans to continue
this nationwide pricing structure in the future.

Everyday new and improved technology comes out and it is up to us to continue to support our fast
growing world and needs. [ urge you to seriously consider this merger and all of the good that will come out

of these two companies coming together.

Sincerely, —

" Gd Pinac
Chairman, Commerce Commlttee
Louisiana House of Represcntatlves

GP/as
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Insurance

P. O. Box 756
Natchitoches, Louisiana 71458-0756 H Executi i
E-Matl: loreph? 30 legis stace s STATE OF LOUISIANA e Pa
Telephone: {318) 357.7048 Legislative Audit Advisory Co
ry uncil
(888) 718-3414 HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES Joint Legislative Commircee
Fax: (318) 357-7044 on Capital Outlay
T. TAYLOR TOWNSEND
Districe 23

March 28, 2002

Chairman Michael Powell

Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street SW

Washington, DC 20554

RE:  Support of Pending Merger of DIRECTV and EchoStar Satellite Systems
Docket #01-348, Federal Communications Commission

Dear Chaittman Powell: |

As an elected official from Louisiana 1 am writing in’ suﬁpoi‘t' “of " the proposed
EchoStar/DIRECTV merger and ask that the matter get a thorough falr and timely review
on its ments .

The Louisiana legislature is currently in special session to discuss ways to promote economic
development throughout our state. This merger will aid economic development in our state
tremendously. This creation of a new satellite company with the size and technology to
effectively compete with cable television companies would benefit our states' consumers and

serve as a healthy stimulus for the pay-TV market

Another result of this merger will be that consurnets across the United States will have access
to local broadcast channels with digital-quality television pictures and CD-quality sound in
every one of the € 210 television markets natiotiwide, Specially all 8 markets in Louisiana.
For those Louisiana communities already served by cable and satellite providers, the addition
of local broadcast stations and satellite-delivered Internet services represents a real
competitive choice. For our rural residents that are not served by cable, nationwide pricing
and satellite broadband would provide affordable access to the digital future.

In view of its benefits to consumers and support of the free market system, I look ori the
merger favorably It is my hope that the FCC will approve it without unnecessary delay or
unreasonable conditions.




Sincerely,

Jihw Srovesnd

T. Taglor Townsend
State Representative
District 23

TTT/mrj

cc:  Attorney General John Ashcroft
Department of Justice
950 Pennsylvania Avenue NW
Washington, DC 20530

Congressman Billy Tauzin, Chairman
House Energy & Commerce Committee
2183 Rayburn House Building
Washington, DC 20515

page 2




Chairman Michael Powell
Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street SW

Washington, DC 20554
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ERNEGT 0. WOOTON
District 108

March 29, 2002 sﬂvmam i

Chairman Michael Powell

Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street SW

Washington, DC 20554

RE: Support of Pending Merger of DIRECTV and EclioStir Satellite Systems
Docket #01-348, Federal Commutic¢ations Conunission

Dear Chairman Powell:

As State Representative from Louisiana I at writing in support of the proposed EchoStat/DIRECTV merger and
ask that the matter get a thorough, fair and timely review on its merits.

The Louisiana legislature is currently in special session to discuss ways to promote economic development
throughout our state: This merger will aid economic development in our state tremendously. The creation of a
new satellite company with the size and technology to effectively compete with qablqtblé_vﬁsion companies would
benefit our states' consumers and serve as a healthy stimulus for the pay-TV market. -

Another result of this merger will be that consumers across the United States will have access to local broadcast
channels with digital-quality television picture and CD-quality sound in every one of the 210 television markets
nationwide, specifically all 8 markets in Louisiana. For those Louisiana communities already served by cable
and satellite providers, the addition of local broadcast stations and satellite-delivered Internet services represents
& real competitive choice. For our rural residents that are not setved by cable, nationwide pricing and satellite
broadband would provide affordable access to the digital future,

In view of its benefits to consumers and support of the free market system, I look on the merger favorably. It is
miy hope that the FCC will approve it without unnecessary delay or unrédsonable conditiois.

Smcercly,

o Mit, /éfﬂﬂ/t‘

Representatlve Ernest D. Wooton

EDW/rci

Cc: Atorney General John Ashcroft Congressman Billy Tauzin, Chairman
Department of Justice House Energy & Commerce Cothmittee . .
950 Pennsylvania Avenue NW 2183 Rayburn House Building . )

Washington, DC 20530 - Washington, DC 20515 .
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The Qommonfuenlth of Mussuchusetts Ol-3<4s

House of Representutives
State Mouse, Boston 02133-1054
MARTIN J. WALSH ROOM §27A, STATE HOUSE
REPRESENTATIVE TEL, (t617) FRE-2188
| 87+ SUFFOLK DISTRIET FaX (6817} 7ad-2766
. Steering, Pelisy, Boheduling
April 4, 2002 Vice Chairman
. ) Gemmitigss an:
Chairman Michael Powell dudisiary
Federal Communications Commission Health Care
Children's Baveus

445 12" Street, SW
Washington, D.C. 20554
Docket #01-348

Dear Chairman Powell:

Please accept this letter regarding the pending merger between EchoStar
Communications and Hughes Electronics DirecTV currently being studied by the
Judiciary Committee.

I have become increasingly concerned with the skyrocketing costs of cable services to the
citizens I represent. These traditional underground cable companies hold a virtual
monopoly on the local cable market. Each year costs continue to rise and to threaten the

consuming choices of the average family.

I am confident that the merger of these satellite companies will provide considerable
price pressure on the local cable companies. Not only will the new company be able to
provide superior programming, it will also offer serious price competition to local cable
operators. Ultimately, the winner will be the average consumer.

Another attractive aspect of the merger will be the new company’s ability to offer
affordable high-speed Internet services to every household. Currently, local cable
operators lag behind in their promises to connect every household with affordable
broadband services. Some households are years away from connection.

Please consider supporting the proposed merger between EchoStar Communications and
Hughes Electronics DirecTV.

Sincerely,

MARTIN J. WALSH
State Representative




