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January 23, 2002

Mr. Michael K, Powell, Chalnnan
Federal Communicatlona Commllllllol1
44~ 12" S.... SW
Wuhlnaton. DC 20""

Dear Mr, Powell:

1ant wtltlna to uk that the Federal CommWllcationa Commlllllioll live (1I.le IIlC1 careful
conaldetatlon to the petldina merger of BchoStlll' CommuniClitlona (DISH Network) lIIlCl Huahet
Electronics (DlrecTV). Thll II an Important ltep 111 the PlY televilioll Illdultt'y IIlC1lmportlflt to
Nebl'llka.

'fhf meraer betwMII Amfrllll'l two Illtplt atflllte tflevilioll provldllrl CItI be abeIleflt to
our eltlHtll u conaUMmlfthelr lnterlltlare adclreue4and -auarcted In the merpr, It II my
hope thlt you will evaluate the beI1ffitl ofthe mlflll' on their meritland adopt a pllfl that II1IUfU
competition In the pay televilion lnclUltry II a whole and protectl thOle Iublcrlberl with no pay
televilion altentitiVet,

Thftllll'lllpptOldmately 131,000 hOUHholdlln Nebl'llka that lublClrlbe to pay televilioll
&om lltelllte provldm, primarily DiSH Network and DlrecTV, WhIle many ofthae cUltometi
have (lable tflevilion II acompetitive option Cor lervlcf (lfId will havf after the meraer), many do
not. In liOme ofour eltletllld rural areu, nteUltl-bued PlY televillonil the only option,

In order for all eonaUMm to eOlltlnue to receive the benefltl of competition In the pay
televlllon 1n4U8try, It II Villi thlit thf merged HchoStIII' II1tlty prlce their IINlc... u th.y do now,
on atWllUIwjMPdlllOf /wI., in liO dolna. cOl1lumm will bll1eflt hom thelitellltl-bued televilion
pried that lII'll determined by taldng into eOl1lldmtlon the elttilnllve competition thlt eltiltlln mOlt
parts otthll:OUl1try,

----"'!"'.----------------------



Mr. Michaet It Powell, Chairman
Fedftl Communicatlolll Corruttluiofi
JlIfiUIt')' 23. 2002
' .. 2

The potetttill belteflta of th. propoud tMtpt, 81lClh u ettlwlcled 8ervlct8 lIfid more tOClJll
8tatlon broldClutl.lte cOlllldet8bte, They Iholllct be IIltwivet)'evaIuatecllloqwith allltionwi4e
pticllll moctel that will help wure competitive ptict8 in fUtI18t1tti like Nebruka.

Think )'OU fur cOlllldeting my vl.wI II th«l)' retllt. to th«l pettdina mqer.
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Chairman Michael Powel
Federal Communications
445 12th Street SW
Washington, D,C. 20554

;ttkuhtte "([10" Jliontenot
State Senator
P. O. Box 1238
Livingston, LA 70754
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State Senator

District No. 13

Chairman Michael Powell
Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street SW
Washington, D.C. 20554

March 25, 2002

Dear Chairman Powell:

QImnmitte.es:

Environmental Quality
Vice-Chairman

Commerce

Local & Municipal Affairs

Joint Legislative
Committee

on Capital Outlay

Senate Select Committee
on Consumer Affairs

As a State Senator from Louisiana I am writing in support of the proposed EchoStarlDIRECTV merger
and ask that the matter get a thorough, fair and timely review on its merits.

The Louisiana legislature is currently in special session to discuss ways to promote economic
development throughout our state. This merger would aid our state tremendously. The creation of a
new satellite company with the size and technology to effectively compete with cable television
companies would benefit our states' consumers and serve as a healthy stimulus for the pay-TV market.

Another result of this merger will be that consumers across the US will have access to local broadcast
channels with digital-quality television picture in every one of the 210 television markets nationwide,
specifically all 8 markets in Louisiana. For our communities already served by cable and satellite
providers, the addition oflocal broadcast stations and satellite-delivered Internet services represents a
real competitive choice. For our rural residents not served by cable, nationwide pricing and satellite
broadband would provide affordable access to the digital future.

In view of its benefits to consumers and support of the free market system, I look on the merger
favorably. It is my hope that the FCC will approve it without unnecessary delay or unreasonable
conditions.

cc: Attorney General John Ashcroft
Congressman Billy Tauzin Post Office Box 1238, Livingston, LA 70754

4686 Groom Road, Sutte 0-2, Baker, LA 70714
Phone (225) 686-0108' Fax (225) 686-2161

Baker phone (225) 771-4555
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Associations

Marketing

Group, Inc.

2175 NW. 86th St.
Suite 14
Des Moines, Iowa 50325

April I, 2002

Michael K. Powell, Chairman
Federal Communications Commission
Reference: 01-348
445 12th Street SW
Washington, DC 20554

Dear Michael:

Expertise in Health Benefits

6U5.(515) 270-8178
Fax (515) 270-0398

1-800-798-6772

I am writing in support of the merger between ECHOSTAR
Communications and Hughes Electronics Corporation.

This merger could provide consumers with several advantages over the
current system. It would provide more programming choices, lower costs for
the consumer and more access to rural America.

For all of these reasons, consumers will benefit by the proposed merger.
Please support this merger.

www.amgi-dsm.com Email: mail@amgi~dsm.com

--_._~-------------------
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DWISION OF EcoNOMIC DEVELOPMENT
March 10, 1002
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MARC II. \IOa....L
M'l.:-GI(

City ofNew Orleans
Office ofthe Mayor
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Chainnan Michael Powell
Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Sl. S.W.
Washington DC 20554

Reference number: 01-348

Dear Chairman Powell:

I urge you to support the proposed merger hetween EchoStar Communications and
DirecTV. The merger would provide improved communication =vices to the
nation's Hispanic community by offering an even greater variety ofSpanish
language progranuning. The merger would free up a limited spectrum and enable a
new company to launch more independent netwooo that would focus on the Hispanic
community.

The "digital divide" that currently exists and keeps telecommunications technology
out of reach of Hispanic Americans would he broken down. This merger is the best
way to provide access to affordable high-speed Internet service to the disadvantaged
communities. The merger will bring a virtual third line into the homes. businesses,
and schools of many in Hispanic communities and offer video, data. and Internet
services to those that currently have no way ofaccessing technology,. ' -'

Many of the Hispanic markets do not have local off-air affiliates such as Univision or
Te1emundo. In many, situations, the only way Hispanic households can keep in touch
with their language and culture is through Spanish-I.anguagc; packages t\1at are
currently offered by EchoStar and DirecTV. EchoStar currently offers three Spanish
language packages and DirecTV offers six bilingual packages.

The Hispanic community feels encouraged by the merger ofEchoStar and DirecTV.
Due to efficiencies created by the merger, the new compan} will be more competitive
with cable, Costs would be lowered and savings would be passed along to the
customers.

This merger would put fast, affordable, broadband service into Hispanic communities
across the state of Louisiana. I urge you to support its approval.

'-
"--__mu Guichard , , ,

/5/5 Poydras Street, Suite 1100'"New Orle~ns. LA 70lJi -(504) 565-8100,

'--"--"!'""'+---------------------
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Michael Powell
Chairman, Federal Communications Commis~si~on~_~====:::::=-1
445 12th Street, SW RECEIVED&tNSPECT~O
Washington, D.C. 20554 I
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February 6, 2002
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Michael Powell
Chairman, Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street, SW
Washington, D.C. 20554

Dear Commissioner Powell:

As you and your fellow Commissioners deliberate on the proposed merger between
satellite providers EchoStar and DirecTV, I wanted to provide you with input regarding the
potential benefits to Montana.

Montana is unique in many ways. While our open spaces and dramatic landscapes make
us the envy of the nation, they provide us at the same time with significant challenges. In my
business, one of those challenges is helping my customers reach every Montana household with
their advertising message. As you may know, an estimated 1/3 of all Montana households rely on
satellite services for their television viewing. Cable television is not available and broadcast
coverage is spotty at best (in many cases this is the case even within a few miles of our largest
cities). As a result, these satellite dependent viewers have no access to local television and my
clients have a difficult time reaching these customers.

As I understand it, the merger of these two companies will mean, among other consumer
benefits, that the merged company will provide local programming in every state from at least one
market. The advantage to consumers and to businesses trying to reach them is obvious and
important to our efforts to grow our economy in Montana.

I hope you will look favorably on the merger application of DirecTV and EchoStar, it can
make a real difference to consumers and businesses alike in rural America.

Respectfully submitted,

~
Tom Cook
President

CC: The Honorable Max Baucus, United States Senate

407 WEST MENDENHAll. BOZEMAN, MONTANA 59715
PHONE (406) 586·8750. fAX (406) 587·0356

--._-...,.....------------------------
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Monday, February 18,2002

Chairman Michael K. Powell
FCC
Reference: 01-348
445 12'h Street SW
Washington, D.C. 20554

Dear Chairman Powell,

Jlault af ilcprcltl1ta1lutJ
~IIIUJ IlfillWIl

,~fwn!y,Nln!h (Junmll A#wnhly
~'fA'fIjNOlJ§E
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eOMMI'fTI!E8
Wlly§ 8;, M~IIIl§. Chair
C~~~ & R<lSlIlIIljllll
E~llftllllli~ D~nllljl~1lI

I am writing in support of the merger between ECHOSTAR Communications and Hughes
Electronics Corporation. I firmly believe that the future of the satellite television business will
enhance and expand the television services offered to customers through increased services.

-Local news and weather channel access.
-Broadband Internet access for all Americans.
-Additional programming, services and choices.

Once again, I strongly support this merger and hope that you see the great opportunities this can
bring to our country.

Sincerely,

0~1~r
~evan Fossen
Chairman, Ways and Means Committee

._._._-------------------------
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MICHAEL K. POWELL, CHRM
FEDERAL COMMON, COMM
445 12TH ST" SW
WASillNGTON, DC 20554



~~~ !Wisconsin Merchants Federation
"Th e V 0 ice 0/ Wi seD n sin Ret a i Ii n g"

Chris C. Tackett
President/CEO

February 19, 2002

1 East Main Street, Suite 305
Madison, Wisconsin 53703

Telephone 608/257-3541
Fax 608/257-8755

E~mallwimerfed@execpc.com

The Honorable Michael K. Powell
Chairman
Federal Communications Commission
445 121h Street, S.W
Washington, DC 20554

Dear Chairman Powell:

The members of the Wisconsin Merchants Federation, who operate more than 6,000 retail
locations in our state, are in full support of the Echo StarlDirect TV merger.
Many of our members sell and install either Direct TV or Dish Network service to their
customers. The use of satellite television in business has "Skyrocketed" in recent years. A
stronger merged company with greater resources will be able to deliver more services to
Wisconsin retailers and customers. The "Sky's the Limit".

The WMF has been a major player in Wisconsin's telecommunications arena for several years.
We have consistently fought for increased local competition among phone companies.
This merger would provide much needed competition with local monopolistic cable TV providers
or DSL service from the "Baby Bells."

Our opponents are crying the "Sky is Falling," but don't believe them. They do not want any
competition. It's that simple.

Wisconsin businesses and their consumers could benefit immensely from this merger. We ask you
to keep that in mind as the "protectionists" attempt to limit their competition.

Chris C Tackttt,
President & CEO

cc: US. Representative Mark Green
U. S. Representative James Sensenbrenner
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HONORABLE MICHAEL POWELL
CHAIRMAN FEDERAL COMMUNICATrONS COMMISSION
445 12TH STREET SW
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PO. Box 495
Oow!ley; Louislana 70527-0495

E-Mail: latep0-42@legis.srate.1a.us
tdephohe: (37) 783;,7963

1-8OlH62-5028
F.., (lJ)) )88-4905

STATE OF LOUISIANA

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

GILPINAC
District 42

February 22, 2002

O;)-PQO:Of3
(j{ - 3(( 'Y

Chairman, Commerce Cofuffilb:ei
Acadiaria De~i:fIj.jj

Rural CiilR:u3

Honorable Michael Powell
Chainnan
Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street S.W.
Washington, DC 20554

Docket #: 01348

Dear Chairman Powell:

I am writing this letter to urge you to support the merger between EchoStar and Direct TV. The
proposed company will provide rural residents across the state of Louisiana., "

The merger between EchoStar and Direct TV will bring a virtual third line, similar to the bundled
offerings of video and data by cable, into the homes that cable has deemed too expensive to serve. The
merger creates the economies of scale necessary to offer competitively priced, high-speed Internet access via
satellite to many rural areas, especially businesses and schools that do not have access to cable modem
service or DSL.

It is impressive that EchoStar's commitment to a nationwide pricing plan will continue with the
merger. Both DISH Network and DIRECTV have offered programming on a uniform, nationwide pricing
basis since the launch of small dish satellite TV service in 1994. This pricingstructure extends the benefits
of competing with cable companies in urban areas to those who live in the most remote areas. It is a policy
that has benefited rural Americans, and the merged company has stated on the record that it plans to continlie
this nationwide pricing structure in the future.

Everyday new and improved technology comes out and it is up to us to continue to support our fast
growing world and needs. I urge you to seriously consider this merger and all of the good that will come out
of these two companies coming together.

'Gil Pinac
Chaimlan, Commerce Committee
Louisiana House of Representatives

OP/as

-------------------------------
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LOUISIANA HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

District 23
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Natchitoches, Louisiana 71458-0756
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P. O. Box 756
Natchitoches, Louisiana 71458.0756

E-Mail: larep023@legls.state.la.us
Telephone; (18) 357-7048

(888) 718·3414
Fax; (318) 357-7044

STATE OF LOUISIANA

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

T. TAYLOR TOWNSEND
Distric[ 23

March 28, 2002

o~ -f~ fOB.),
Ol-3c(}

Insurance
House Executive Committee

Ways and Means
Legislative Audit Advisory Council

Joint Legislative Committee
on Capital Outlay

Chairman Michael Powell
Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street SW
Washington, DC 20554

RE: Support ofPending Merger of DIRECTV and EchoStar Satellite Systems
Docket #01-348, Federal Communications Commission

Dear Chairman Powell:

As an elected official from Louisiana I am writiIl.g in' support of the' propbsed
Ech()~tar/DIRECTVmerger and ask that the matter get a thorough, fair aI!-d timely review
on its merits.

The Louisiana legislature is currently in special session to discuss ways to promote economic
development throughout our state. This merger will aid economic development in our state
tremendously. This creation of a new satellite company with the size and technology to
effectively compete with cable television companies would benefit our states' consumers and
serve as a healthy stimulus for the pay-TV market

Another result ofthis merger will be that consumers across the United States will have access
to local broadcast channels with digital-quality televil'lion piGturel'l and CD-quality sound in
every one of the e 210 television markets nationwide, I'lpeciatty 1111 8 markets in Louisiana.
For those Louisiana communities already served by cable and satellite providers, the addition
of local broadcast stations and satellite-delivered Internet services represents a real
competitive choice. For our rural residents that are not served by cable, nationwide pricing
andsa,tellite broadband would provide affordable access to the digital future.

In view of its benefits to consumers and support of the free market system, Ilook'6n the
merger favorably. It is my hope that the FCC will approve it without unnecessary delay or
unreaSonable conditions.

-------------



page 2

Sincerely,

~~!:;L~~~
State Representative
District 23

TTT/mrj

cc: Attorney General John Ashcroft
Department of Justice
950 Pennsylvania Avenue NW
Washington, DC 20530

Congressman Billy Tauzin, Chairman
House Energy & Commerce Committee
2183 Rayburn House Building
Washington, DC 20515

--"----------------------
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Chairman Michael Powell
Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street SW
Washington, DC 20554

RE: Support of PendIng Merger of b1ltl!:CTV llIId~ta ... SateUlt~ System!i
Docket #01-348, Federal Comml1nItlItlollll COlllllll8ldon

Dear Chairman Powell:

As State Representative from Louisiana I al1l writing in support of the proposed EchoStarlDIRECTV merger and
ask that the matter get a thorough, fair and titnely review on its merits.

The Louisiana legislature is currently in 'pecial session to discuss ways to promote economic development
throughout our state, This merger will aid ewnornic development in our state tremendp)l.sly. The creation of a
new satellite company with the size and technology to effectively compete with cabl~ielevisioncompanies would
benefit our states' consumers and serve as a healthy stimulus for the pay-TVmarj<;et. .

Another result of this merger will be that consumers across the United States will have access to local broadcast
channels with digital-quality television piclure and CD-quality sound in every one of the 210 television markets
nationwide, specifically all 8 markets in LouIsiana. For those Louisiana communities already served by cable
and satellite providers, the addition oflocal broadcast stations and satellite-delivered Internet services represents
a real competitive Choice. For our rUral residents that life not served by cable, nationwide pricing and satellite
broadband would provide affordable access to the digital future.

In view of its benefits to consumers and IIUpport of the free market system, I look on the merger favorably. It is
my hope that the FCC will approve it without ur.r.ecessary delay or u!U1!lIlKInable IItlndltiolls.

Sin~erelY, i' W'

,/ /,:
\--::> "-.lJ i " L...(~>h{L0 ,tt

Representative Ernest D. Wooton

EDW/rci

Cc:' Attorney General John Ashcroft
Department of Justice
950 Pennsylvania Avenue NW
Washington, DC 20530

if

Congressman Billy Tauzin, Chairman
House Energy & Commerce Collunittee
2183 Rayburn House Buildillg. .
Washington, DC 20515 .



1IJlllt C!It"""""....•..'tIt of~-dpmdts
~ ..~. _,.,-
~~.~02U3-UJS4

MARTtN J_ WALSH
1Fi.tEJIi1£ii:E.A1r'NE

n~; S\I.JJRFOlWI!t: IDIS1RICT

...

l

~-

Chairman Michael Powell
Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street, SW
Washington, D.C. 20554
Docket #01-348

1••1.& .1l1 ,1.,1.1,.1 ..1.1."

-- --.-

---

--_..... -.
oro"'",n'ED ; ."flQ"t;,v, L.i 10J.....' i~ r~

APR - -; '".,., {'. ~ '.

FCc -'''1':;-- IV' H .. 1
,- ._---...- ....--"

_c._.,
•



II1AI'TtN J, WAI..i't
'";:""Illtll/llfAfWe:

I ~'fF~ §W~F'tJbM ~';§:'fntC:f

0;)- PQgD!i
O(-2,c{~

'm~e CltllmmDttWeaJtl:f 11£ t48.1ta••ucltu.ett.
~g",. gf ~f."ntmt.&"

~hd. ~"u'" ,,,.t,,,, GZU34G54

~(j(jM ~.J'''', 1O,,,,n f;(jUIO~

'I>b., (li1717U'.'1i1i"A. {Ii 171 7.11,117(>8

April 4, 2002

Chairman Michael Powell
Federal Communications Commission
445 lih Street, SW
Washington, D.C. 20554
Docket #01-348

Dear Chairman Powell:

§!§Ijrifllj, "olioy, §oh.o.ling
Vi~o Choi,mon

Commino" on'
J.oi~iory

Hoollh ello
Qhjldf~ml§ Oil!J@Y§

Please accept this letter regarding the pending merger between EchoStar
Communications and Hughes Electronics DirecTV currently being studied by the
Judiciary Committee.

I have become increasingly concerned with the skyrocketing costs of cable services to the
citizens I represent. These traditional underground cable companies hold a virtual
monopoly on the local cable market. Each year costs continue to rise and to threaten the
consuming choices of the average family.

I am confident that the merger ofthese satellite companies will provide considerable
price pressure on the local cable companies. Not only will the new company be able to
provide superior programming, it will also offer serious price competition to local cable
operators. Ultimately, the winner will be the average consumer.

Another attractive aspect of the merger will be the new company's ability to offer
affordable high-speed Internet services to every household. Currently, local cable
operators lag behind in their promises to connect every household with affordable
broadband services. Some households are years away from connection.

Please consider supporting the proposed merger between EchoStar Communications and
Hughes Electronics DirecTV.

Sincerely,

-",.._--
MARTIN J. WALSH
State Representative
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