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UNnRlSTATES OF AMERICA

FEDERAL TRADE COMMISSION
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20580

OffICe of the S~ret.ary

, ,

~!,. Hp~ra~lej~dd Gregg
t1z)ited,States Senate
W~hi~gion,D', C. 20510 '

Dear Senator Gregg:

JAN 1 5 'ZOQZ

Thank you for your letter on behalf of Mr, Darrin Apichell, concerning a proposed merger
hetU/een DirecTV and Dish Network. As you knov" the Federal Trade Commission has been
(lrected by Con'?J1"ss to act in the interest of all consumers to prevent deceptive or unfair
practices and unfair methods of competition, pursuant to the Federal Trade Commission Act, 15
U.S.c. 41 et seq. In detennining whether to take enforcement or other aCtion in any particular
situation, the Commission !I1ay consider a number of factors, inclUding the type of violation
alleged; the nature and amount of consumer injury at issue and the number of consumers
affected; and the likelihood of prcvcnung future unlawful conduct and securing redress or other
relief., As a maner of policy, the Commission does nbrienerally intervene in individual disputes.
However, letters from your constituents provide valuable information that is frequently used to
develop or suppon Commission enforcement initiatives.

i appreciate learning of your cOnstituent's problem, but primary jUrisdiction over this
issue lies with the Federal CommunicatIons Commission. Therefore, I have taken the liberty of
forwarding your inquiry to the Commission for their review. I appreciate your interest in this
maller, and please let us know whenever we Can be of assistance.

Sincerely,

v~e»~r"PjQ·
Donald S. Clark
Secretary of the Commission

cc: Director of Congressional Liaison
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, N. W.
Washington, D. C. 20590 lO. UV ZO b S2 lIfU
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Mr. David Thomas, Director, Congressional Relations
Federal Trade Commission
Room 404
6th & Pennsylvania Ave., N.W.
Washington, DC 20580

Dear Mr. Thomas:

En GfaJ~tter from a constituent of mine, Mr.Darrin
Aplcheil, ofMarl~WHampshire. Mr. Apichell is C0:\cemed with the potential

// DirecTV and Dish Network merger. He feels fhat this would create an unfair
monopoly within the satellite market.

Thank you in advance for your attention to this matter.
----------

Sincere1)i

JG/mc
Enclosure
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Ticket: 10302oo1B05232339

Subject: Echostar and Hughes Electro",cs Merger

Message: Dear ChOlrlie. John. Judd. Bob. Mike. and others. thanks for your time. I am
writing to you to express my extreme displeasure of hc.ulng that Dish
Network and DirecTV will become onc and the sJme company under Echostar.
This is a clear case-ofMonopoly~~ Any Inldllgenr citizen can see this
clear as day. Top execs arc saying that this would not create a mC'nopoly
because they aTC competing against cable. Let's see. 91% market share'in
satellite TV service and S26B to be split amongst executives and
shareholders. That reminds me of another company out there that ha$ pretty
much been let off the hook. In addition to satellite TV they will also
control 91 % of satellite internet service.

•

Take a look at my example. llive in f\..brJow. New HampshIre. We do not have
a choice for cable. If I use an antennJ I gc.:t two maybe three stations. I
hJve to use satellite. I use Dish Network and 1have 10 say that they are
horrible. Their service is really bad. the provide only a 90 day warranty
on all of their hardware and they senously overcharge to mJke a service
call. I have nol switched to Dlrecl TV yel. However. I like the fac .nal
J have a choice. If this deal goes through there IS no chOice. Not only is
there no choice, but for people like myself who can'l gel cable my rates
will most likely go up and customer service will go straight down because of
the amount of customers this deal would add 10 one company.

I know that the main focus of thiS counlry TIght no',"' IS 10 keep Americans
safe and I appreciate that. 1 think Ihat 311 of you are domg a great job
In this area. However. this deal IS no !!()od Jnd I 3Tn begging you to block
It

1l1anks for your lime.

DJrnn AplChcll
PO 60< 396
\1.:Irlow. N'H OJ.t56
603·352·3535

PCJts' C'ommunicJtlons,'"rechnology
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