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TIM HOVEN
STATE REPRESENTATIVE. SIXTIETH ASSEMBLY DISTRICT

April 29, 2002

Chainnan MicJuwll,PoweU
Federal Communications Commission
445 12'" Street. S W
Washington, DC 20554.--
Dear Chainnan Powell:

-
EX PARTE OR LATE FILED

"..;'

I am writing you today to endorse the pending merger of EchoSlar Communications and Hughes
Electronics. commonly referred to as DirecTV. There are a number ofconsumer advantages to
this joining of forces and I believe it will benefit not only my constituents, but also consumers

throughout the nation. '"'''' ,

''!lI"
The most notable benefit to consumers would be greater access mmore services than would
otben;p<; be "1)8'reilable. A combined company would not only offer more channels to choose
~ many different types of television offerings. Much of the program.g that would
~utinein this new satellite delivery envi.-nent has simply not been available before.

~,...

'I'-
High-speed Internet access will be an additional service offering~umersof1he"combined
company. Customers will be able to tap into the Internet at download speeds drarnatically faster
than the dial-up service that many are currently forced to use. This would represent all'
extraordinary advance for rural communities especially.

Another significant aspect of this planned merger can be found by J9fiI.1l1i1t, the scope of
operations of the new comFJ)2 'Ilhe heads of the two companies recently atmoUDced that when
their operations are merged they will be able to reach all 210 Designated Market Areas (DMAs)
in the country. That means every community would have access to the new EchoStar service.

When all the facts are weighed, I firmly believe the evidence strongly supports the conclusion
that approving the merger is the right action to tl!ke for both consumers and the industry. I wish
you well in these deliberations and hope you reach a similar conclusion.

'~r

Sincerely.

Timothy T. Hoven
State Representative
601h Assembly District

TrW·we ,,,
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