
 
 
 
 
 

 

July 2, 2002 

 
 
 
Marlene H. Dortch 
Secretary 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 - 12th Street, S.W. 
Room TW-A325 
Washington, D.C.  20554 
 

Re: Notice of Ex Parte Presentation 
MIN/MDN Separation 
CC Docket No 99-200; WT Docket No. 01-184 

 
Dear Ms. Dortch: 

 This is to inform you that, on July 1, 2002, separate meetings were held with Samuel 
Feder, legal advisor to Commissioner Kevin Martin, and Paul Margie, legal advisor to 
Commissioner Michael Copps.  The meetings were attended by Peter M. Connolly of the firm 
Holland & Knight, LLP, on behalf of United States Cellular Corporation; Glenn S. Rabin of 
ALLTEL Communications, Inc.; and L. Charles Keller of the firm Wilkinson Barker Knauer, 
LLP, on behalf of ALLTEL. 
 
 The topic of the meeting was the need for the Commission to take concrete steps to 
ensure that all wireless carriers implement the network changes necessary to separate the mobile 
identification number (MIN) from the mobile directory number (MDN) in their networks in a 
seamless fashion nationwide.  Whether or not the Commission, for example, grants any 
extension or exemption to the porting or pooling deadline to rural cellular carriers, the 
Commission must ensure that its rules clearly require all carriers to perform the MIN/MDN 
separation needed to support the network functions associated with roaming – including E-911 
call back capabilities.  The talking points used in the meetings are attached to this letter. 
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Pursuant to section 1.1206 of the Commission’s rules, this letter is being filed 
electronically in the above-referenced dockets. 

Very truly yours, 

 

                            /s/                                                            /s/                              
 

Peter M. Connolly L. Charles Keller 

HOLLAND & KNIGHT, LLP WILKINSON BARKER KNAUER, LLP 
2099 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW  2300 N Street, NW 
Suite 100  Suite 700 
Washington, DC  20006  Washington, DC  20037 
202.467.5738  202.783.4141 

Counsel to United States Cellular Corporation Counsel to ALLTEL Communications, Inc. 
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cc: Samuel Feder 
 Paul Margie 
 



 
 
 

MIN/MDN SEPARATION ISSUES IN RURAL CMRS MARKETS 
ALLTEL Communications, Inc. and United States Cellular Corporation 

July 1, 2002 
 
 
 
• MIN/MDN separation is the industry-adopted and FCC-sanctioned means for implementing 

pooling (and LNP). 

§ Adopted in NANC WNP forum open to any carrier’s participation. 

• Uneven deployment of MIN/MDN separation will create technical problems for all carriers. 

§ E-911 callback number problems. 

§ Fraud. 

§ Vertical features. 

§ Intercarrier billing problems. 

• Uneven deployment of MIN/MDN separation will create particular problems for mid-sized 
cellular carriers in suburban and rural markets. 

§ Customers of mid-sized cellular carriers roam more frequently on rural cellular carriers’ 
systems. 

§ Disproportionate competitive impact. 

§ Compete head-to-head with rural cellular carriers. 

§ Mid-sized carriers heavily affected by costs of MIN/MDN implementation.  Major 
competitors should not be exempted. 

• Any relief for rural CMRS carriers from pooling or porting requirements must make clear 
that MIN/MDN separation is necessary for all carriers. 

§ Consistent with existing requirement to support roaming in connection with LNP. 

§ Alternative proposals would hobble thousands-block number pooling. 

§ Only one wireless carrier could pool numbers per rate center. 

§ Wireless carriers could not pool numbers with each other in a given rate center. 


