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Dear Chairman Powell:

I encourage you to support the pending merger between EchoStar and Hughes
Electronics. As the mayor of a growing rural city, I can see the benefits that would be
afforded to many of our residents.

The merger between EchoStar and Hughes will bring a virtual third line, similar to the
bundled offerings of video and data by cable, into the homes that cable has deemed too
expensive to serve. The merger creates the economies of scale necessary to offer
competitively priced, high-speed Internet access via satellite to my rural areas, especially
businesses and schools that do not have access to cable modem service or DSL.

I have been impressed with EchoStar's commitment to a nationwide pricing plan. Both
DISH Network and DIRECTV have offered programming on a uniform, nationwide
pricing basis since the launch of small dish satellite TV service in 1994. This pricing
structure extends the benefits of competing with cable companies in urban areas to those
who live in the most remote areas. It is a policy that has benefited rural Americans, and
the merged company has stated on the record that it plans to continue this nationwide
pricing structure in the future.

The people of Louisiana have benefited from the availability of satellite service, and they
look forward to the benefits that a combined EchoStar and Hughes can offer. For many
rural Americans, this merger offers the most realistic chance of bringing an affordable
high-speed Internet access service to their homes.

I urge you to fully support the merger and enable everyone to have the same
opportunities.

Sincerely,

CITY OF RAYNE, LOUISIANA
LARRY T. RICHARD

CITY ATTORNEY
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