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COMMENTS OF CONNER MEDIA, INC.

Conner Media, Inc. ("Conner") by its attorney, pursuant to Section 1.415 of the

Commission's rules, hereby respectfully submits its comments in support of the Commission's

Notice o/Proposed Rule Making in the captioned matter (DA02-1158, released May 17,2002).

In support whereof, the following is respectfully shown:

I. Conner initiated this proceeding by filing a Petition for Rule Making on January 17,

2002. In the subject Notice, the Assistant Chief, Audio Division (the "Chief') acknowledged

Conner's Petition and proposed substituting Channel 284C3 for Channel 284A and reallotting

Channel 284C3 from Rose Hill to La Grange, North Carolina. The Chief further acknowledged

Conner's request to modify its license for station WZUP to specify operation on Channel 284C3

at La Grange, North Carolina.

2. In the Notice, the Chief noted that La Grange was adjacent to, and would provide

significant coverage of, the Goldsboro, North Carolina urbanized area (Notice at paragraph 4).

Accordingly, the Chief requested that Conner demonstrate in its comments that La Grange is
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sufficiently independent of Goldsboro to justify a first local service preference. Specifically, tbe

Chief requested tbat Conner address the eight factors set fortb in Faye and Richard Tuck, 3 FCC

Rcd 5274 (1988) (Notice at note 2).

3. Conner respectfully submits that certain of the relevant information had already been

submitted in its rule making petition. Witb these comments, we are pleased to present letters

from Woodard H. Gurley, Mayor oftbe Town of La Grange, and Jeffrey Howard, President of

the La Grange Chamber of Commerce, which provide additional information. For tbe

convenience of Commission staff, we have compiled below both the existing and additional

information with respect to each of tbe eight Tuck factors:

I. The extent to which the community residents work in the larger metropolitan
area rather than the specified community-

In his letter, Mr. Howard notes that most employment is local and agricultural. Mayor
Gurley indicates that tbe only large industry in La Grange (Crouse-Hinds) employs
residents from La Grange and that ofother La Grange residents, most work in tbe Kinston
and Greenville area and only a small percentage in the Goldsboro area.!

II. Whether the smaller community has its own newspaper or other media that
covers the community's local needs and interests -

Mayor Gurley notes that La Grange has a weekly newspaper (the Weekly Gazette).

III. Whether community leaders and residents perceive the specified community
as being an integral part of, or separate from, the larger metropolitan area -

Mayor Gurley notes that La Grange is located in a separate county from Goldsboro, tbat
La Grange does not depend upon Goldsboro for any municipal services, and tbat La

I As a means of clarifying this and other information contained in these comments, it is respectfully noted that La
Grange is located approximately mid-way between Goldsboro (to the west northwest) and Kinston (to the east
southeast). Greenville is located approximately 25 miles northeast of La Grange. La Grange is in Lenoir County, as
is Kinston, whereas Goldsboro is in Wayne County and Greenville is in Pitt County.



Grange is completely separate from and has no affiliation with Goldsboro. Mr. Howard
concurs, characterizing La Grange as self-sufficient.

IV. Whether the specified community has its own local government and elected
officials -

In its petition, Conner had noted that La Grange is incorporated and is governed by a
Mayor and a five-member council, with services administered by a Town Manager, a
Town Clerk, a Director of Public Works and a Director of the Electric Department.
Mayor Gurley affirms the governmental structure, which is also evident from his
letterhead.

V. Whether the smaller community has its own telephone book provided by the
local telephone company or zip code -

In its Petition, Conner noted that La Grange has its own zip code (which, in fact, appears
on the town letterhead). Mayor Gurley notes that La Grange shares a telephone directory
with other local communities. Mr. Howard lists the communities included in the
directory, which do not include Goldsboro.

VI. Whether the Community has its own commercial establishments, health
facilities and transportation systems -

In its petition, Conner noted that there is a La Grange Chamber of Commerce, a La
Grange bus company and a La Grange Day Care Center. Mayor Gurley confirms these
matters and further notes the existence of a La Grange rescue squad, operated in part by
paid employees. Mr. Howard notes that several businesses use La Grange in their name.

VII. The extent to which the specified community and the central city are part of
the same advertising market -

Mayor Gurley notes that La Grange merchants tend to advertise in the Weekly Gazette
(the local newspaper) and the Kinston Free Press, radio station WRNS (Kinston) and
occasionally on cable television. Thus, to the extent that there is any commonality of
commercial interests, it is with Kinston rather than with Goldsboro.



VIII. The extent to which the specified community relies on the larger
metropolitan area for various municipal services, such as police, fire
protection, schools and libraries -

In its Petition, Conner had noted the La Grange Volunteer Fire Department and the La
Grange Police Force and that La Grange provides sewer, water and electricity to its
residents and levies a property tax. Conner had further noted that La Grange has a rotary
club, a redevelopment foundation, a Masonic Lodge and a public library (part of the
Lenoir County Library System). Mr. Howard adds that La Grange has an elementary,
middle and high school. Mayor Gurley specifically notes that La Grange does not
depend upon Goldsboro for any of these services.

We respectfully submit that there is no meaningful connection between La Grange and

Goldsboro and that La Grange is sufficiently independent of Goldsboro to merit a first local

service preference. We further respectfully submit that a first radio station at La Grange will

provide a valuable supplement to the Weekly Gazette with timely coverage of events oflocal

interest, including weather, school closings, emergencies and other information of immediate

import.

Conner respectfully incorporates by reference its January 17, 2002 Petition for Rule

Making and restates its present intention to apply for the channel it has requested if it is allotted

and, if authorized, to build a station promptly.

Respectfully submitted,

CONNER MEDIA, INC.

Womble Carlyle Sandridge & Rice, PLLC
1401 Eye Street, NW, 7th Floor
Washington, DC 20005
tel: (202) 467-6900

Dated: July 8, 2002



WOODARD H. GURLEY, MAYOR

£UJOIT SUTTON, MAYOR PRO TEM
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BOIlBY WOOTEN

July 8, 2002

Dr. Ron Benfield
Conner Media, Inc.
700. Hartness Road
Statesville, NC 28677

Dear Dr. Benfield:

TOWN OF LA GRANGE
P.O. BOX 368

120 EAST RAILROAD STREET
LA GRANGE, NORl1l CAROLINA 28551

Phon.252-566-31116 Fox 252·566-2201

MIKE TAYLOR, TOWN MANAGER

pHYLLIS T. HARRISON
TOWN Cu:1U< .... FINANCE OFFICER

JOHN 1. SUUJVAN, JR.
CHIEF OF yOUCI<

AUBREY ROUSE
DIRECTOR OF PVBUC WORKS

Concerning the letter we sent to you dated December 16, 2001 this is to give you some
additional information concerning the La Grange area.

La Grange is located in Lenoir County, which is approximately 14 miles east of
Goldsboro, N. C. Our town is governed by a Mayor and six Council Members. We own
and operate our own utility system, water system, sewer system, police department, fire
department and our rescue squad is operated by paid employees and volunteers. We
do not depend on Goldsboro for any of these services. We are completely separate
from and have no affiliation with Goldsboro.

The only large industry that we have in La Grange is Crouse-Hinds (formerly Joy Mfg.)
which employs residents from La Grange and surrounding areas. Most of our residents
work in the Kinston and Greenville area and a small percentage in the Goldsboro area.

La Grange merchants advertise in the Weekly Gazette, our local newspaper, the
Kinston Free Press. WRNS radio station out of Kinston and occasionally on Cable T.V.

La Grange does not have its own phone book but we are listed along with the other
local communities in the Sprint telephone book. The Chamber of Commerce will be
glad to provide you with a listing of the commercial businesses by calling them at
252-527-1131 in Kinston. N. C. La Grange Chamber of Commerce is operated by
Lenoir County Chamber of Commerce.

I hope this information will be beneficial to you and we look forward to working with you
concerning the possible establishment ofa F.M. radio station in La Grange.

ryours,

'L~~~!!~~
Mayor



207 South Caswell St.
LaGrange, NC 28551
July 5,2002

Dr. Ronald Benfield
Conner Media Inc.
702 Hartness Rd.
Statesville, NC 28677

Dear Dr. Benfield:

In response to your letter concerning the eight points that are listed. I will summarize and
hope that it will answer or clarify any question or concern.

I am President of the LaGrange Chamber of Commerce. The vast majority of LaGrange
residents work the rural farming community that makes up LaGrange, The Garden Spot
as we are affectionately known. Another large part especially the females work at
Howells Child care or at Caswell center. Both of these centers are homes for the
mentally handicapped. There is also a large number who are the work force for the area
industry, Electrolux, Dupont, Farval which are located in Kinston. Also Crouse-Hinds, P
and D Precast and Murphy Farms (large hog operation and feed mill) which are located
in LaGrange.

The Gazette is the only media source. There are two billboard companies in LaGrange,
However in my opinion the number one source of advertising for LaGrange merchants is
the Kinston Free Press. There are more and more who are advertising with ESPN 1230
(Kinston) on the radio.

LaGrange is a very self sufficient community, having its own Mayor, Town Council and
community seat. We have a fantastic Garden Spot Festival in September which draws in
excess of 5000 attendees. We also have a Christmas parade in which we do not charge an
entry fee. This is also a favorite which averages over 125 entries and is televised on one
of the local TV stations.

The phone book provided is through Sprint and included in the sectioned tabs are
Kinston, LaGrange, Grifton, Moss Hill and Pink Hill.

There have been a number ofNew Businesses that have recently opened using the
l,aGrange name. To name a couple: LaGrange Mortuary, Curves in LaGrange and the
local Ford dealership has designed a license plate in black and white with the oval circle
and LA in them. They are on every new and used vehicle on the lot. They are tied in to
his radio advertising and they are on sale to the public as well. These have been very
popular in other areas especially near the coast. Boaters, surfers, fisherman and
beachgoers have attached these type license plates to reference OBX the Outerbanks, AB
Atlantic Beach, MB Myrtle Beach and EI for Emerald Isle. The T-shirt for the Garden
Spot Festival will use the same design this year.



LaGrange has its own Fire Dept. and 24 Hr Rescue service and Paramedics. There is an
active Police Dept. which is fully staffed and there are 3 schools located in LaGrange.
Elementary, Middle and a High School.

As yon can see from the information above LaGrange is self sustaining and not connected

with Goldsboro.

Thank you,

C).-,....=oward

President
LaGrange Chamber ofCommerce

cc: ESPN 1230
Todd Bartley


