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Ms. Marlene H. Dortch
Secretary
Federal Communications Commission
Washington, D.C. 20554

Re: Ex Parte Presentation
WT Docket 01-108

Dear Ms. Dortch:

RECEIVED

JUL - 9 2002

FEDERAL COMMliN:(,AjIUNS ~;UMMISSIO~

OFFICE 0,. ("HE: SECRI:,'ARY

Pursuant to the Commission's rules, enclosed is the Comment of ATX
Technologies, Inc. that was placed in the record ofET Docket No. 02-135, and submitted
to the Commission's staff pursuant to a Public Notice of the Spectrum Task Force. The
Comment addresses issues in WT Docket 01-108, Biennial Review ofPart 22.

The necessary copies are enclosed.

Respectfully,
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COMMENTS OF ATX TECHNOLOGIES-INC.

ATX Technologies, Inc. ("ATX") hereby submits these Comments in the matter

of the Federal Communications Commission's (the "Commission" or "FCC") Spectrum

Policy Task Force Seeks Public Comment on Issues Related to Commission's Spectrum

Policies, ET Docket No. 02-135 (Released June 6, 2002).

Summary

Optimum use ofthe spectrum does not emanate solely or even directly from

market use solutions. There are a number ofcritical communications policy objectives

articulated in the Communications Act of 1934, as amended, that do not lend themselves

to implementation through market oriented policies and in many cases experience has

demonstrated that market forces would defeat these goals. The most notable example of

this would be the FCC's own E9-1-1 mandate, which seeks to impose a public benefit

that the wireless device market has failed to address. Fidelity to the public interest

encompasses not only understanding the benefits of market based solutions, but where

such solution will not work. h requires a comprehension ofthe important policy

initiatives that do not evolve from the Commission but converge in how it manages the

spectrum.

ATX

ATX is a provider oftelematics services, most notably automatic collision

notification, to automobile manufacturers (original equipment manufacturers or

"OEMs"). Telematics services provided by ATX integrate wireless communications,

location technology, computer techoology and the availability oflive operators to provide

ofATX Tec:Jrnologies, Inc.
ITDocket 02-135
JulyS. 2002
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emergency



flexible use ofthe radio spectrum so that it may be put to its best and highest value use.

ATX agrees that market-oriented management structures have an important role in

bringing services to the public. It should however be but one element in managing the

spectrum. ATX disagrees that market oriented policies must prevail and pervade the

Commission's policies. The challenge to



paper addressing the critical elements ofmoving



provide timely rollout oflocation based services that are crucial in reducing emergency

response and saving lives.

ATX believes sincerely that in the context ofthe Commission's Biennial Review

ofPart 22, the inquiry to be made is whether those advocating substituting market forces

by a flash art elimination of



location-based information regarding traffic incidents, adverse road conditions and

congestion.

Telematics is one of the frrst tangible results ofa larger federal transportation

policy to promote intelligent transportation systems. Telematics emanates from private

investment decisions premised on rules the FCC put in place. Its benefits now reflect

important transportation policy goals, pursued diligently by the federal and state

governments. The FCC must not only be cognizant of; but not frustrate such initiatives by

introducing uncertainty under the guise ofmarket oriented policies. Inherent in the

responsibility to manage the spectrum is integrating the range ofimportant public policies

that converge in the use ofthe spectrum.

Comments ofATX TecJmologies, Inc.
E!' Docket 02-135
July 8. 2002
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CODdusioD

The Commission has a difficult and pervasive challenge in administering the

radio spectrum. ATX urges the Commission to acknowledge forthright that the balance

struck is not among various market oriented policies or even the Commission's own

generated policies. Any number ofobjectives, much less fundamentals ofthe

Communications Act of 1934, as amended, such as public safety, are best promoted by

clear embrace of the objective and not blind fidelity that market forces wil1 somehow

accomplish it .

Respectful1y submitted,

ATX TECHNOLOGIES. INC.

ATX Technologies, Inc.
8550 Freeport Parkway
Irving, Texas 15063-2541
912.153.6230

1m, f. ,{,.,z ...
oboE. Logan

Attorney for ATX ecboologies, Inc.
1050 Connecticut Avenue, NW
Tenth Floor
Washington, D.C. 20036
202.112.1981
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The Honorable Michael Powell
Chairman of the Federal Communications Commission

accidents, particularly those in rural areas, ifthe Nation's wireless infrastructure proves
less reliable, less robust, and less oriented to delivering public benefits and more focused
on providing more spectrum to wireless carriers motivated to provide services to heavy
wireless users, is tangible.

Respectfully submitted,

ATX Technologies, Inc.

Attachment
Copy Provided to:

/L~ fNr:, 1Lvu.--..

;ary~~laff'
Vice President, External Affairs
ATX Technologies, Inc.
8550 Freeport Parkway
Irving, Texas 75063-2547
972.753.6230

~In f. h.,!Cvt.-

John E.
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AMPS-based network - not merely "laboratory proven" or operational in the top
ten (or twenty, or fifty) metropolitan markets.

• How market forces will provide a clear migration path to the new digital standard
for users of the current system.

1. The Public Interest and Telematics

Retention of the AMPS standard until a suitable replacement is in place and operational is
clearly in the public interest: the automobile and telematics industry, without government
mandate, developed in 1996 the first emergency response service capable ofutilizing
location data using the AMPS-based wireless telecommunications network. Early
telematics services rapidly expanded to provide these primary benefits to public safety:

Automatic Collision Notification (ACN): Anytime vehicle airbags or emergency
tensioning restraints are activated by a collision, a wireless signal with location/vehicle
data is sent to a telematics response center and a voice channel is opened between the
vehicle and response center. This voice/data communications link permits emergency
personnel to respond to a specific location even if die driver is unable to respond and no
third-party observer is present to report the collision. In addition to providing emergency
responders with an instant location and information about the vehicle and its owner, the
telematics response center is able to identify the correct responder for the emergency (i.e.
police, fire, ambulaoj
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locate the vehicle and guide police to where it can be recovered. Recovery of telematics­
equipped vehicles reported stolen exceeds 80 percent.

Remote Diagnostics: Remote diagnostics assists the automotive manufacturers and
vehicle owners in more accurately diagnosing and addressing in real-time vehicle
performance problems. Remote diagnostics includes warning drivers of low tire
pressure, monitoring the engine management system for emissions-related failures,
explaining the sudden activation ofa "check



2. Why Telematics Is Based on the AMPS Standard

There are a number of wireless networks operating in the United States today, but only
one of those networks permits full interoperability between different brands ofequipment
and kinds of service providers. That network is the nation's AMPS-based analog cellular
network.

The ability of one user of this network to communicate with other users, coast-to-coast
and border-to-border, is the result of an FCC decision to foster the development ofa
single, nationwide, open standard - the AMPS standard - in the bands ofradio spectrum
allocated to this network, and to impose an AMPS compatibility requirement on any user
of those bands.

The reality is that digital, as currently deployed by wireless carriers, is not as robust in
coverage area or in reliably transmitting data as the analog infrastructure. The basic
reason stems from how the spectrum was licensed and the purposes for which it is
dedicated evolved. The digital networks, especially the Personal Communications
Services (PSC) bands, were auctioned by the government to the highest bidder. With
carriers expending substantial investment simply to acquire the right to use the spectrum,
the -se c ot h e76a n y r i g 
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standards that are fundamentally incompatible with each other and are fundamentally
incompatible with the AMPS standard.

Networks based on digital technologies that utilize these incompatible standards,
including TDMA, CDMA and GSM, hold out the promise



3. The Need for a Reasoned Transition



• discouragement of the use of a location-based technology that could
provide significant public benefits in a national crisis.

With so much at stake, it is critical that the Commission solicit and carefully



time and sending traffic alerts to vehicles along segregated routes to
better manage traffic.

The issue here is not whether the market will address these issues. Private business has
demonstrated the interest and capability in providing location-based services. The issue
is whether the public "wireless utility network" is capable of continuing to support these
services through the use of the public spectrum in the digital world. The effective use of
this spectrum for public safety purposes is a matter of public policy that cannot and
should not be 2 a f e t y
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network, is ubiquitous and integrated, and not a hodgepodge of non›
interoperable systems.
Even carriers are divided on this issue; only three entities propose immediate
elimination. There is no market driven path to ensure nationwide ubiquitous

SUMMARY

Telematics provides core vehicle and public safety services to the American
public. It is built on the ubiquitous analog wireless network because that network affords
a range ofvibrant technologies and services that cannot be provided on today’s
geographically limited, voice oriented, digital wireless networks. The availability ofa
countrywide ubiquitous network to promote core public safety functions is a national
priority. Telematics-based public safety services must be transitioned to the digital
environment, but a reasoned transition - not merely an end date - must be developed.
The FCC should solicit and consider the views of transportation officials, automobile
manufacturers and telematics service providers as it leads the transition from analog to
digital to ensure that the nation’sfuture wireless infrastructure can support and enhance
the technologies and services available today.

Respectfully submitted,

ATX Technologies, Inc.

Gary Wallace
Vice President, External Affairs
ATX Technologies, Inc.
8550 Freeport Parkway
Irving, Texas 75063-2547
972.753.6230

April 3, 2002

John E. Logan
1050 Connecticut Avenue, NW
Tenth Floor
Washington, D.C. 20036
202.772.1981
Counsel for ATX Technologies, Inc
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