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COMMENTS OF ATX TECHNOLOGIES, INC.
ATX Technologies, Inc. (“ATX”) hereby submits these Comments in the matter

of the Federal Communications Commission’s (the “Commission” or “FCC”) Spectrum

Policy Task Force Seeks Public Comment on Issues Related to Commission’s Spectrum
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10 imoieraentatiop thioueh market oriented nalicies and in manv cases eynerience has













P ‘ 5
}_‘__ .







Conclusion

struck is not among various market oriented policies or even the Commission’s own
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AMPS-based network - not merely “laboratory proven” or operational in the top
ten (or twenty, or fifty) metropolitan markets.
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clearly in the nyblig ingerest- the automaobile and telematics industrv withont envermment

mandate, developed in 1996 the first emergency response service capable of utihzing

location data using the AMPS-based wireless telecommunications network. Early

telematics services rapidly expanded to provide these primary benefits to public safety:
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Remote Diagnostics: Remote diagnostics assists the automotive manufacturers and
vehicle owners in more accurately diagnosing and addressing in real-time vehicle
performance problems Remote diagnostics includes warning drivers of low tire
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Otber Safety Apolications

A host of other safet?r-related services are available todaz_ or in the very near fiture with |







standards that are fundamentaily incompatible with each other and are fundamentaily
incompatible with the AMPS standard.

Networks based on digital technologies that utilize these incompatible standards,
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pngrades and have yet to imnlement 3 range nf annlirations heynnd vnice__Sprae of the,

networks are very large, and link major metropolitan areas, but not rural areas. While
proponents of the competing standards are taking steps to resolve the lack of
interoperability, this large gap will remain the norm for users of the non-AMPS networks.

Despite the progress of the "Digital Age” in wireless technologies, the analog cellular
network based on the AMPS standard remains the only network that permits its users to
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3. The Need for a Reasoned Transition

The goal of moving wireless communications to a digital network offers many
advantages, but aiso entails hurdles. Chief among these is the difficulty of replicating
today’s enhanced public safety capabilities in the digital environment. In this regard,
several carners noted in their filings to the Commission on the AMPS compatibility issue
that a “reasoned transition” is needed. ATX agrees, and s1mply asks the Commission to
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that necessary infrastructure.
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