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Chairman Michael K. Powell
Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street, SW
Washington DC 20554

Re: we Docket 02-150

Dear Mr. Powell:
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L. Ralph Stacy
President/CEO

The Chamber of Commerce Association of Alabama is a network of over 110 Chambers of
Commerce and their nearly 47,000 business members that strives to "build a better
Alabama...through strong Chambers of Commerce". As the strong local voice of business
advocacy, it serves well the men and women of Alabama who display daily the entrepreneurial
spirit that has been a part of the fabric of our state for nearly 200 years.

These men and women whose daily efforts fuel the engine of commerce are faced with great
challenges regarding the fiscal future of their businesses. Competition, especially when in a
market such as telecommunications, will result in lower costs and greater choices for all Alabama
businesses. Additionally, this increased competition will bring more and varied services to the
market as those involved in the industry seek to establish their "unique selling position" that will
distinguish themselves from their competitors in ways other than just pricing of services.

BellSouth has always been a great part of the business landscape of Alabama. Their entry into
another area of the telecommunications market brings a participant that has not only a long
history of strong involvement in community development in our state, but also an outstanding
reputation in all aspects of their business efforts. With BellSouth's strong principles and
business ethics coupled with the oversight of the Alabama Public Service Commission and the
Federal Communication Commission, open, fair and honest competition will be assured.

To that end, the Chamber of Commerce Association ofAlabama endorses the application of
BellSouth that is currently before the FCC, and looks forward to the positive effect their presence
will bring to this sector of the telecommunications industry in Alabama.

Cc: Commissioner Kathleen Q. Abernathy
Commissioner Michael J. Capps
Commissioner Kevin J. Martin
Marlene H. Dortch, Secretary, Federal Communication Commission
Dorothy Attwood, Chief: Wireline Competition Bureau
Susan Pie'
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SETH HAMMETT
Speaker

11 SOUTH UNION SrnEET

MONTGOMERY, ALABAMA 36130

334-242-7668

June 26, 2002

Michael K. Powell, Chairman
Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street SW
Washington, D.C. 20554

Reference: WC Docket Number 02-150

Dear Chairman Powell:

I am writing this letter in support of BellSouth's application to provide long
distance service.

BellSouth's application has been unanimously endorsed by the Alabama Public
Service Commission, which was created by the state Legislature to regulate utilities and
telecommunications service providers. One of the goals in legislative and regulatory
actions is to provide parity, or a level playing field, among providers, and the Public
Service Commission's endorsements reflect BellSouth' s compliance with the criteria for
Section 271 approval.

BellSouth's ability to offer long distance services will benefit the people of
Alabama by giving them greater choices and lower prices for their telecommunication
services. For these reasons, I support BeIlSouth's application.

Sincerely,

Seth Hammett

cc: Commissioner Kathleen Q. Abernathy
Commissioner Michael J. Capps
96mmissioner Kevin J. Martin

V'Marlene H. Dortch, Secretary, FCC
Dorothy Attwood, Chief, Wireline Competition Bureau
Susan Pie'
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June 25, 2002

Chainnan Michael K. Powell
Federal Communications Commission
445 12'" Street SW
Washington, DC 20554

Dear Chainnan Powell:
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200 West Second Street
P.O. Box 1250
Winston-Salem, NC 27102-1250
(336) 733-2304
Fax (336) 733-2314

Robert E. Greene
President
BB&T of North Carolina

Working for BB&T Corporation in the banking industry in North Carolina, I see firsthand the economic
challenges facing OUf communities. OUf state and our citizens need as many economic stimulants as
possible, whether through economic development efforts, the continued education of our citizenry, or other
actions designed to stimulate the economy.

Anytime the costs of doing business can be reduced, local economies benefit, and the Federal
Communications Commission has a unique opportunity to reduce one of these costs at no expense to
taxpayers. I am referring to the application by BellSouth to provide long-distance telephone services in
North Carolina (the proceeding registered under we Docket Number 02-150).

I have read much about the positive economic impact on other states when a Bell company, like BellSouth,
is allowed to offer long-distance services, and I know that when a serious competitor enters a market,
consumers benefit from new and innovative services and aggressive pricing. For these reasons, I have
followed this issue with great interest, and I was very pleased to learn that the North Carolina Utilities
Commission has unanimously endorsed BellSouth's request.

As you know, our economy is not in the best of shape, and I feel that any opportunity to lower our costs,
including our telephone bills, should be taken. I ask you and your fellow Commissioners to allow
BellSouth to offer this service. If nothing else, the savings the citizens of our state will receive provide a
good reason to approve their bid.

cc: Commissioner Kathleen Q. Abernathy
Commissioner Michael J. Copps
Commissioner Kevin J. Martin
Marlene H. Dortch, Secretary, FCC ,/
Dorothy Attwood, Chief, Wireline Competition Bureau
Susan Pie No. of Copies /'8C'd -)
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Honorable Michael Powell
Chairman
Federal Communications Commission
445-l2~ Street SW
Washington, DC 20554

WC DOCKET NO. 02-150

Dear Chairman Powell:

I am delighted to write this letter in support of BellSouth' 5 petition to provide lon.z distance service in South Carolina.

We support BellSouth' s application to provide long distance service becanse of its long-term commitment to provide competitive
telecommunications services. All South Carolinians deserve a real choice in selecting a long distance carrier.

One of this nation's largest challenges is to provide consumers and communities with access to robust and alternative communications
service. Where the FCC has approved long distance applications. consumers are given access to real competitive choices in long
distance and local telephone service plans. Consumers, according to the FCC, are saving millions of dollars on innovative,
competitive and custom-tailored local and long distance plans. South Carolinians deserve the price break on long diStillce service
competition that BellSouth will provide, and they deserve the opportunity to select one telephone company to provide all their
telecommunication needs.

Currently, there is little incentive for long distance providers in South Carolina to reduce their rates. BellSouth will provide
innovative calling plans, like in Georgia and Louisiana, which have no monthly minimums and no monthly fees. This is particularly
beneficial to low volume and low-income consumers. The opportunity exists for BellSouth to be the catalyst of innovative and
competitive pricing plans. BellSouth' s entry into long distance is the catalyst for South Carolina to realize substantial savings.

Approvmg BellSouth' s entry into long distance in South Carolina is in the public interest. It will significantly benefit the social and
economic position of many South Carolinians, including Urban League constituents. I urge you to approve BellSouth' s application as
quickly as possible.

Sincerely, __ ,/

h.=--l1117/u-<L~
fa'm~s T McLawhorn, J~.-- - -''-'" ' (J \
President and Chief Executive Officer

ITMjr

cc: Commissioner Kathleen Abernathy
Commissioner Michael Copps
Commissioner Kevin Martin
Magalie Salas, FCC Secretary
Dorothy Attwood, Commoll Carrier Bureau Chief
Susan Pie, Common Carrier Bureau

POST OfFICE Box 50125
1400 BARNWELL STRE.ET

COLUMBIA, SOUTH CAAOUNA 292S()..()125
(803) 799-8150· FAX (803) 254-6052
www.columbiaurbanleague.org

No. of CoDleI rec·dlJ;,d~.. 
LietABCDE



CITY OF

FLORENCE

. S C'

OFFICE OF THE MAYOR

CITY· COUNTY COMI'tE.X AA

180 N. lRaY STREET
FLORENCE, SC
29501 ·3456

TEL (843) 665-)151
FAX (843) 665·3110

June 28, 2002

WC DOCKET NO, 02-150

The Honorable Michael Powell
Chainnan ' •
Federal Communications Commission
445-l2'h Street SW
Washington, DC 20554

Dear Commissioner Powell:
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I understand that the Federal Communications Commission is considering an
application for BellSouth to provide long distance service in South Carolina, I
believe BellSouth's entry in the long distance business will serve the citizens
of my city and the citizens of the Palmetto State.

Allowing BellSoutn into the long distance business will bring one-stop
shopping, competitive prices, and bundled packages, Also, I believe it will
spur additional competition in rural areas, such as the Pee Dee area of South
Carolina, Most telecommunication companies have not shown much interest
in the less populated areas - ex..:ept BellSouth,

Finally, in order for BellSouth to remain a viable company, it must be allowed
in the long distance business, I want BellSouth to continue to thrive as a
company so it can continue to provide outstanding service and meaningful
employment as well as support worthwhile community projects.

I urge you to approve BellSouth's application to provide long distance service
in South Carolina.

Sincerely,

~_.. .._._1c..._ l_.L~

\

A CITY OF

CHARACTER

Mayor Frank Willis
City of Florence

cc: Commissioner Kathleen Abernathy
Commissioner Michael Copps
Commissioner Kevin Martin
Magalie Salas, Secretary, FCC
Dorothy Attwood, Common Carrier Bureau Chief
Susan Pie, Common Carrier Bureau, Room 5 C224
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June 27, 2002

The Honorable Michael Powell
Chairman
Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street, S.W.
Washington, D.C. 20554

WC Docket No. 02-150

Dear Chairman Powell:

As Chief Executive Officer of the South Carolina Chamber of Commerce, I am
writing to respectfully recommend approval of BellSouth's application to provide
long distance service to the citizens of South Carolina.

Allowing BellSouth to offer long distance service to customers in South Carolina is
good for the state's economic health, and it is good for all citizens. For those
reasons, I respectfully ask that you give timely and favorable consideration to
BellSouth's application to provide long distance service in the Palmetto State.

Thank you.

Sincerely,

s~Hliii-Jr Howa , Jr.
President & CEO

Cc: Commissioner Kathleen Q. Abernathy
C01']1missipner Michael J.C9Pps

, CommissiQ)ierKevinrM~in'

Marlene H. I),ortch, Secretary- FCC , " _,
'. ,: Dorothy Att.wood, ,Chief-'Wireless Comp~titjonBureau:

SuSan Pie " , , .

1201 Main Street
Suite 1810

Columbia
South Carolina

29201-3229

803/799-4601

Fax
803/779-6043

www.scchamber.net
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WC DOCKET NO. 02-150

The Honorable Michael Powell
Chairman
Federal Communications Commission
445_12th Street SW
Washington, DC 20554

Dear Chainnan:

As the Mayor of the largest city in the State of South Carolina, 1 am writing to you and your fellow
commissioners regarding BellSouth's application to provide long distance service in South Carolina.

I believe BellSouth's entry into the market would promote more benefits for my constituents. Competition
leads to efficiency and creativity, resulting in lower prices and innovative bundling of services. In the end,
all citizens win.

When Congress passed the Telecommunications Act of 1996, lawmakers hoped to break down all barriers
to competition in the telecommunications industry so customers would have access to the benefits of a free
market system. Nearly six years later, most people have seen but a few of the changes that were
anticipated. It is time for the Federal Communications Commission to take a bold step toward fulfilling the
intent of the Act. I urge you to say "yes" to BellSouth's proposal to offer long distance service in South
Car rna.

Robert D. Coble
Mayor

cc: Commissioner Kathleen Abernathy
Commissioner Michael Copps
<:;pmmissioner Kevin Martin

vMagalie Salas, Secretary, FCC
Dorothy Attwood, Common Carrier Bureau Chief
Susan Pie, Common Carrier Bureau
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City of Columbia f Bob Coble, Mayor
1737 Main Street f PO Box 147 f Columbia, South Carolina 29217

(803) 733-8221 f FAX (803) 733-8633


