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Ms. KatllIeeD Q. Abtnwhy, Commissioner
Fedrnd CommuniQIions Commission
445·12"' Slroct S. W.
Washington, D.C. 20554

Re: WC Doc:kd NlIIIlbcr 02-1 SO

Dear Commmioner ....1IerMthy:

cr:, .... , 'JIll RECEIVED &INSPECTED

JUL 1 01lll'l

FCC. MAILROOM

In my poaitiCll:l as President of the Area Dcvelopmmt Pannenhip in Hattiesbllrg, I commlll\ic;atc
flllqllC:Oltly willl_ic: development ageoc:ies aDd collllCiis tbJou&bout the staJc, as _II as large
c:GlIlpMies dW: either ........t.... busir-. or are IookioIIO do~ in Miuissippi.

As. RSlIIt, I am familiar willl!be irlu:r'UTA 1on&di5laDce petition 8cUSoutb ICCallly fikd with !be
Fedcr1l1 Communic:lotions CommissMlns (FCC), as well as, the impllCl their ability lOoffer kxl&d~
service in Miuiuippi mean, to the oconomy of this IrtlIte. It is the latter point thai I wish to address.

Most oftbe bencflltoftbe RlOCntlon& dislmc>e pril;e rcd,lCtiof'. ill Mississippi bave peto very large
IIJCl'S ofthil KrVice. SmaU '-,si" 5.. '. whicb provide _ ofUle cmpIoymeut in tbeaate aad offer the
IarJeS' oppof1Unity for pvwtll in the f\IIln, ha¥ll acr:n lildc in the way 0{QWt aviDp aDd have Igd 10
deal with tbe conf'usioa of 1Il1lltiplc providcn. The avcnp Iow-voluo>e user has bceu left by the W1Iyside.

The busineu community ofMississippi belicve. that once BcllSollth cnten the lonadistanee business
other companies ....illlower lbeir lon& diJtance nus for all COflJlIIIlerJ in an effort to compete. As the C(If1

ofdoin& busineQ: in Mi",iMippi ..xa- (tbrQlp kn>a cbmp for local aDd 10IlI distance 1CIVicc), the
oppclI'tlIDity to IttnCl: t.m__ 10 ~1OCaIe into our lUte iDauses. I believe~ BellS<MJtb to
pIOvido • compclitive~will ISO! 0CIly kn>a nleS, bul also Ip\II" ...........nic deveiopme:nl.

Finally, I believe it is importaDt to encollrage a business to groW; especially one that already Iw a JIrOCIi
Ioc:aI preJCftOC. BeIlSouth it ODe oflhe lugcst taxpo.yen in Mississippi. as well as one ofour largest
ItlIlp1o)'en, aod tile mmpllly is an OlItItaldina COlpolale c.itizm ill ew:rj COlIIIDunity it ta'VCI.
BeltSoWl', .cti~·cmd retired empklyeel are involved in DIlR\l'lI'llIII canmllllity mdeavon and ea:rtribute
M"ancb ofvoIlIDteer boun eacla year Ie) pojecb Ibrouabout the Slate..

II is my hope that lIle FCC will approve BcIlSoulll's petition for long distaooe. Not only wilt Ihcir entry
intothc marUl bring savings 10 bu.sincsses in Mississippi bu.1 also it will provide an CCOlIomic imentive
..-led by out _e.

Only Swoope.........
= Markoe H. Dorn:It, FCC Secntary

DorotIty Attwood, W"LRline Competilioa Burall Chief
SlIsan Pic, WireliJw, Competition B~.lI·Room 5·C224
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