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July 3, 2002

JUL 102002
FCC - MAILROOM

Commissioner Michael J. Copps
Federal Communications Commission
445 - 12" Street S. W.

Washington, D C 20554

RE: WC Docket Number 02-150
Dear Commussioner Copps:

I take this opportunity to offer my support for BellSouth's petition to enter the
long-distance market. As mayor of Meridian, 1 encourage healthy competition
and consumer choices in order to provide the best possible service at the
lowest possible price. That's good for the nation’s economy and for our local
economy as well.

Bell South has long been a strong corporate citizen in Meridian. Currently,
for example, we are working with Bell to finalize an agreement in which Bell
will donate a vacant building that will then be incorporated into a new parking
garage to serve the downtown core. Bell's cooperation and generosity have
been pivotal to this entire process.

I ask that you give serious consideration to BellSouth’s request to provide
long-distance service for the sake of economic development and for added
choices for consumers.

Sincerely,

ohn Robert Smith
Mayor

C: Marlene H. Dortch, FCC Secretary
Dorothy Atwood, Wireline Competition Bureau Chief
Susan Pie, Wireline Competition Bureau —Room 5-C224
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