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The Honorable Michael K. Powell
Chairman
Federal Communications Commission
Room 8-8201
445 1ih Street, SW.
Washington, D.C. 20554

Dear Chairman Powell:
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As a long term resident of the Pittsburgh area, I urge you to approve the petition
to dereserve WQEX so that it can operate as a commercial station in this market.

WQED continues to experience serious financial limitations, even though
progress has been made by management. This region's corporate donor base
has been shrinking, and there has been a steady decline in population. This has
undermined the region's ability to support two noncommercial stations.

WQED has always been a vital resource to the citizens of Western Pennsylvania
and offers superb programming that we cherish.

Dereservation of Channel 16 will make possible a strong WQED as a voice for
this community so that it can meet the needs of this region well into the 21 sl

century, as opposed to having two financially weak stations as at present.

Thank you for your positive vote on this important matter.

Sincerely,

cc: Angela J. Campbell
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Dear Chairman Michael K. Powell:
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I am writing this letter to express my concerns and encourage you to approve the petition to
dereserve WOEX so that it can be sold and operate as a commercial station in this market.

Although WOED has made great strides in putting its fiscal house in order, it continues to
experience severe financial distress. This is due In part to the shrinking of the region's corporate
donor base and a steady decline in population, which has permanently undermined the region's
ability to support two noncommercial stations.

The proceeds from the sale will be used to retire WOED's debt, to complete the conversion of
WOED to a digital facility as required by the FCC, and to invest in programming and other new
technologies, which will enable WOED to become a leading regional public multimedia enterprise.

The region's viewers no longer need to rely on noncommercial television for educational
programming. Cable television, direct broadcast satellite, the Internet, videotapes, DVDs, and
computers each offer an alternative means of learning both at home and in the classroom.

WOED has always been an important voice for the community and offers acclaimed programming
.that is responsive to the needs of the people of this region. WOED was especially responsive in
the aftermath of the September terrorist attacks and devoted its programming to local reaction
and offered resources for the local community to access.

Dereservation of Channel 16 will make possible a stronger WOED as a voice for this community
so that it can meet the needs of this region well into the 21.1 century. Wrth the FCC's grant of
WOED's petition and approval of the sale of Channel 16, one strong noncommercial station in
Pittsburgh will replace its current pair of weak stations.

I strongly urge you to act favorably. Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

?t~.~...,~~
Marcus L. Ruscitto

MLRlsz
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As • 1itt-1onIl ttsldellt or Iht! city or t>lmbllfllb. 1Iftl It i! my duty 10 Wf)'stfOlllly p!tIll!St Iht! pIl\l!lllUil

.lllf or tIt~ publk tet.mOl1 sblb WQW( br WQim (Ftc 8h!l MM I:JotlwI No.01476). 11 i! my
Wldel'!lWld11ll tltlt U I publit _let. WQtID Will pted llite!llsl! 10 _ lIl4! Mldtlllll or llii. _ with
~ thlt will4!dutlll!, 4!llIigIt\l!lllilld ififiltm. WQIID's tIltiollll tbws hu led 10 I Mgl«lot Iht!
lotlll '4IOtlring _ br tefuslng 10 lit tomptehensl'" teplltlllllboul hi! tultute U lIl4!y _It "\00 ll_iOl11y
lppelllirtp; 10 l mltlluelil!rtte,"

While WQBtl mlY Ild"'ttlse thlt il doeSll't hlft .bmhoIdets U l publit sbltloo. 1petsOlllltly t'tt4 lhlt 1
lIItl ••~t\ Almmt so )'elts fllO, lib mlllY t!Illdl'l!ll or the thell SIIltlIt}4lty. 1 wtlIted IftlWId Illy
neigllhorhood totI«tlng fut Iht! "edut.tlolllll sllltlOl1' lhlt wollld brillg l lIeW en 10 my stlIool Thdq. thm
is nothing~ ItJt I studenllo view durillg sthool hoWII IiIId perhlps Iht! uddesttommenlllty of .u.
there lte two sllltiOllS slmukutlng progt'llllllllln

WQW( lIIust bt lti!pt IS • laclll publit btoldclStlng entity 10 I\lIfiIIlht! tellet of lIS beqlll!st ll!I -Wa 10 Iht!
cillllt!llS or t>lmbutllh, While til.", Mither tAble llot saMlllIl!, I btlie", WQttX eIuituud 16 _ he Iht!~
limited ktelS' owt'Iht!-llIt til_I, pethlpS with ntic:towM mobility, lno_.aslinl _. e_lli. IiIId
heatlngs, 1i"" IS l ttIll! teglolllll ..sellOt the pellpl~ llr t>lmbW'llh Illd ~S\l!tll Pl!MSr\'IIlllL

SinCl!tl!ly"

/I~~~
'/JIIIIt.s I!llblllko

1411 Atllold Slffill
t>lmbW'llh, VA 1~

~i';:~~1~5!i~5
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286 Jefferson Street
Meadville, PA 16335
November 28, 2001

Commissioner Kathleen Q, Abernathy
Federal Communications Commission
445 l2'h Street, SW
Room 8-B1l5
Washington, DC 20554

Dear Ms, Abernathy:
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Please consider this request for a positive ruling in favor ofWQED's (Pittsburgh) petition to
have WQEX (Channel 16) restored to its original designation as a commercial Pittsburgh station.
I have enormous respect for WQED, one of America's premier public broadcasting operations in
radio and television. I am confident that the decision by their leadership to submit this petition
was made after sufficient consideration of all aspects of the request and with the best long-term
interest of public television in Pittsburgh in mind.

The financial and programming challenges facing WQED are well known and documented, and
sale of WQEX represents an effective and sensible way to tackle those challenges head on.
Modernization ofWQED's facilities, technical capabilities, and programming will be essential
for the station to remain a flagship public station and for serving the Western Pennsylvania
region well. Conversion to digital television capabilities alone will strain the organization
beyond healthy limits without the relief provided by converting to a single-station opetllllon.
Retiring their current debt, upgrading facilities and technology, and endowing a pro!!1'lIrt1 fund
will be benefits accrued by the de-reserving of Channel 16 and its eVlhttlll1 sale.

The Pittsburgh region will be better served with a strong and healthy Chartl1el 13 WQBO fttthllt
than an enterprise that has continued to struggle tlnllI111lltlly fOr sO long. Ft1tlhllt dIIlll)' wlll 0111y
make things worse. While I understtil1d the V!Slllltll1 obJlI\itlons thllt a few in thllllOlttl11unlty hliVIl
registered to the idea of losing a public Ghlll1nlll, thtlslIl11l1klnll thll objll\itions hllVlIlifl@tlId f1(j

viable solution of their own.

I urge the Federal Communications Commission to act t'livorllhly Mil prOl11ptly un WQBD's
petition for de-reservation ofWQEX. The eventual result will be a hell1thlllr edUCllltlOl1ll1
television environment for everyone.

Thank you for your kind consideration of my thoughts.

,
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7040 Bennington Woods OriVll
Pittsburgh, Pl1tltlsyIVMla I~23 '7

(412) 3674963

December 11, 2001

Chalrtttatl Mh:halll K. PowlllI "'.
Flldllml COItlmUtllc:all0 ns Commlsa10 n
445 12th StNllt, SW
R.oom 8·13201
Wnshlngton, DC 20554

COnlnllSSlotler Michael J. Copps
Pedllral CommUtllCllllons CotnmlSlilon
445 12th Stfi.'Ct, Sw
R.oom 8-A302
Washington. DC 20554

COlllmllililtlt1llr Kevin J, Martltl
(!Ildernl Ctlmmut11Ilatltltl$ Commlsslotl
445 12th Street, SW
Room 8-A204
Washington, DC 20554

Q@rpsrvgtluu ofWO£x. GbgngS'lA PlttlburghRE:

C'otlllnlssltJllllr Knthilletl Q, Abllrnllthy
Federal Coml1lunh:atlotls Commlssloll
445 12th Street, SW
Room 8-B115
Washington, DC 20554
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~~,., W'.Gl'1II-... .....Delir Chairmlin Powell and CommlliBloners Abernathy, Copps lUld Marlin: -_

I nm wrltltlgto express my wholehearted sllpport [or the deresetvllllOn of WQE:x,
Chunllel I(j Itt Pittsburgh, Penllsylvullln.

Oel'eservutloll of WQEX will be a "will-wltl" SltUlltltlll for Pittsburgh, At the presellt
time, ChnlltlelL1 (WQElJ) ulld Chnllllel 16 (WQEX) ef1ectlvely give Pittsburgh otle publlll
tdevislotlstlltltlll, operllted by 1111 elltity (WQEO) thllt tlot otll)' Is strllpped with 10llgstllt1dltlg debt
but nlso n1l1lelpntlls slgtlllknlH f\ltllrll expllllses, sueh liS the etlsts of,mnvertlng to dlgltlll
television IIlld replllrltlgits ph)'slelll plllIll. If WQEX Is derllserved, thllt will open the door to the
aule of WQEX to ShootlllgStltr I3rolldellstlt1g, the reliultltlg profits of'whlch wtiliid Itllow WQEO
to retlre Its debt, proeeed with cot1vcrtlllg WQED to II dlgltllt fllCll1t)', make necessary repairs ttl
Its Ibelllt)', IIlld establish II loelll progrummlng elldllWmetlt lor WQrlD, Thllt's II nll\lot will for
WQED, IIlld therefllre 101' thll pellplll of Pittsburgh, whti, Ilk.e Ille, el\lo)' IIlld vlttullthe k.tnd tif
IllCnlltt1d educntltitlltl public tlllevtsiott prollrUmll1111l! thnt WQEO provides,

The second "witl" COllles l1'lltll the pt'lllienell tlf n tlllW eomt11ilrclltlstntl11tl itt Pittsburgh,
owtled Ittld operllted b)' u nntlve Piltsburgher, Dilltlll Sutter, whti hits Il1ntl)' ),illtrs of IlxperletlCil
Illntlnglng rndlo lllid televlsilln stutlOfill. both Itl Pittsburgh lIt1d be)'lltld,

As tbr lis I'm eotleertled, there ure bIg plUSSeli lind no rtlltlusllsto the t1erel!lllrvlltltitl of
WQEX, Our public tllievisiotlstlltioll will be strlltlgllr, ntld lit thil lil\ll1e tlme we will hnvc more \
choiCes Itl terms of' COllltllllrcilll progrllmmltlg. j'=)l

SIIlWely, ~~~~iea rec'd-V-

ott (J<.<J~ (), /(;:0 ~.,£",,/V

Jneljulllltlll A. l{tJl!lcillntk
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......Broadband
Jeffrey C. HOl1lhmln
Senior Vice Presidenl
Pittsburgh Major Market

November 27,2001

Chairman Michael K. Powell
Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street, SW
Room 8-B201
Washington, DC 20554

Dear Chairman Powell:

RE: SaleofWQEX

300 Corliss Street
PllIsbu,gh, PA 15220-4815
4 t2 815-1100
FAX 412 331-7452
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In my position as Senior Vice President of AT&T Btoadband, which serves over 600,000 customers in the
greater Pittsburgh area, I wholeheartedly sUJlport the sale of WQEX and its return to the commercial TV arena.
For far too long, Pittsburgh-area viewers have beell fljt<;ed by the must-carry rule to effectively lose a channel
on their local television lineups to duplicated progratl1mlng.

WQED is a first-rate public broad~nster: Mwevet, It Ie d~ntly lacking the flnat1c1ul resources to provide
WQEX with a future, and Its continued owullrehlpllfthe property nmy even threatetl ite t1nUtlalul vlUbllity. In
contrast, the sale ofVlQEXlll Sholltlng Star nroad~ustlug will pl'tlvide WQEO with a badly tleedl/d IUfusion of
cash to support its primary tI1feeilln llf providlllg 'lUll1lty publk brllud~astltlg, At the saml/ tlUll/, the sale will
provide tile urea with Mothllr cmttlll11rdnl televlsiotl outlet, 111 a market that eleurly Ims mllm fllt auothet
commerclul bruudeaster,

I urge you to look with favor Uplln the SMllllug Star petition Und ullllw tills sale to go through. This
transaction clearly serves the best Illtereete of all concerhed parties: WQED, Shooting Star and the public.

Respectfully

•

Cc: Cou1I111ssioner Mldmel j, Cuppe, FCC
COll1mi!slllUer Kuthleel1 0, Aberl1ttthv, FCC
commlsslul1er Kevin j, Murtil1, FCt'
Angelu 1. tampbell, filtt,burgh titltel1e tbr Independent fiublill nroudmtllig
George HatltMl1ulis, WOEb .
Diane Sutter, Shllming Star nroud"a't1l1g
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