
The Honorable Michael K. Powell
Chairman
Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street, S.W.
Washington, D.C. 20554

Dear Chairman Powell:

As a customer of DIRECTV, I am writing to urge you to support the pending m
erger of EchoStar and HUGHES, the parent company of DIRECTV. I believe the
merger will increase video and broadband choices for consumers like me.
The combined company will be a much stronger competitor to cable operators
by being able to offer me local TV channels via satellite in my market area
, which I currently do not receive.  I believe that local channels should b
e available to every american, no matter where they live.  It should be the
 right of all americans to receive all the available local networks in some
 form on satellite.  Since the Satellie Home Viewer Improvement Act (SHVIA)
 puts undue restrictions on receiving distant network signals by not allowi
ng them without a local broadcast waiver, provisions should be made to allo
w all local channels to be made available since SHVIA does allow this to oc
cur.  By having them available on satellite, every american will be able to
 get all of their local networks and not just some of them, or even just th
e ones they are in range of with an over-the-air antenna.  Through satellit
e, every american will see all their local networks in clear digital pictur
e no matter whether they live just a few miles from the stations' transmitt
ers, or maybe 50 or even 100 miles from the the transmission towers, and sa
tellite subscribers will not have to be faced with television stations that
 refuse to grant waivers for those who can't receive an acceptable signal f
or local networks in their market.  This will mean that every station's vie
wing area will be able to watch the same high-qualty picture they deserve,
and the stations will get higher advertising revenues because they will hav
e all of the customers (viewers) in their market area on the same level pla
ying field getting the best possible signal and for some the ability to rec
eive the station's signal of which they previously could not.  In the end,
it will mean that no american will have to go without having all of the loc
al networks available in America today rather than just the ones they can r
eceive or get waivers for.
Broadband access to the Internet is not available to me at this time.  If t
he merger is approved, the new company will be able to provide me with affo
rdable high-speed Internet access via satellite along with the other 40 mil
lion American households who do not have affordable high-speed Internet acc
ess now.  I believe that all americans should have access to high-speed int
ernet access.  Since this is the digital information age, the ability to se
nd and receive information on a timely basis is very important.  Many phone
 companies now offer DSL service, and many cable companies offer cable mode
m service.  By allowing this merger, the satellie  providers will have the
ability to compete which will help keep prices low.  Since this will allow
all americans to have a choice, all companies in the various communications
 and television industries will be forced to keep their prices in line if t
hey want to keep their customers and since many cable and telephone compani
es charge high prices, the satellite alternative will offer consumers the a
bility to have lower prices that satellite technology can deliver.
In summary, it is my believe that this merger should be allowed to go throu
gh and should be approved.  There is everything to gain from the benefits a
nd absolutely nothing to loose.  If the cable companies want to argue, it i
s only because they don't want to be faced with having to compete with the
satellite companies giving all americans the freedom to choose a complete a



lternative to cable service.  This great country was founded on freedom and
 the ability for americans to make their own choices.  I do not believe tha
t the cable companies would suffer at all from this as their prices are alr
eady overinflated as it is, and, having been a former cable subscriber, I a
m here to tell you that the quality of cable you get for those high prices
is ver

Sincerely,

Shawn Wilson
200 Short St.
Shelbyville, KY  40065


