IR DOGKET FILE COPY ORIGINAL .
v UNITED STATES OF AMERICA' _ _ ‘ -
""" ' FEDERAL TRADE COMMISSION o ij
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20580 ,
LY
. 02,

(xfmdms:rxouty ) v JAN 15.2002 . | {1}‘/ q
| 0l

P toortpi it . COEIVED &
Gpjed StssSenwie T LT gy g T e B4
Washington, D. C. 20510 ‘ _ o 4t

Dear Senator Gregg: OPVCE 0

Thank you for your letter on behalf of Mr. Damin Apichell, conceming a proposed merger
berween DirecTV and Dish Network. As you know, the Federal Trade Commission has been
Cirected by Congress to act in the interest of ail consumers to prevenl deceptive or unfair
practices and unfair methods of competition, pursuant to the Federal Trade Commission Act, 15
U.S.C. 41 er seq. In determining whether 10 take enforcement or other action in any particular
situation, the Commission may consider a number of factors, including the type of violation.
alleged: the nature and amount of consumer injury at issue and the number of consumers
affected; and the likelihood of preventung future unlawful conduct and securing redress or other
relief., As a matter of policy, the Commission does not generally intervene in individual disputes.
However, letters from your constituents provide valuable information that is frequently used to
develop or support Commission enforcement initiatives.

} appreciate learning of your constituent’s problem, but primary jurisdiction over this
issue lics with the Federal Communications Commission. Therefore, I have taken the liberty of
forwarding your inquiry to the Comaussion for their review. | appreciate your interest in this
matter, and please let us know whenever we can be of assistance.

Sincerely,
Donald S. Clark
Secretary of the Commission
c¢:  Director of Congrcssiohal Liaison
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, N. W,
Washington, D. C. 20590 - | Bileog spumy

i g e




JUDD GREGG
HEW HAMPSHINE
CHIEF DEPUTY WHIP
— . 1 : o .-
Wnited States Senatc
BUDGET WASHINGTON, DT 2051C-2904
APPROPRIATIONS (2021 224-3324
REALTH EDUCATION, LABCR December 3. 2001

AND PENSIONS

Mir. David Thomas, Director, Congressional Relations

UQO’\\“ L

SFFICES
—

125 N MaaN STREET
CONCORD. N+ 03301
16231 225-T11$

2B WEBSTER STRLET
MANCHESTER NH G104
1603 622-7270

60 PLEAGSANT STREET
BERLIN. N& 23570
16330 752-2604

2 Iy e

POATSAMOUTH NH D380
1GS3: 431.417

Federal Trade Commission _ HECE'VED

Room 404
6th & Pennsvlvania Ave., N.W., ‘ AUG 13 2002
Woashington, DC 20580 PODIAL COMRRRICATICH s ey . o

OFVICE OF THE 30 2

Dear Mr. Thomas:

/Wa@ucr from a constituent of mine, Mr.Darrin
Apichell, of Mariow, New Hampshire. Mr. Apichell is concerned with the potential

monopoly within the satellite market.
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.~ DirecTV and Dish Network merger. He feels that this would create an unfair




Ticket: 10302001805232339
Subject: Echostar and Hughes Elecrames Merger

Message: Dear Charlic, John, Judd, Bob, Mike, and others, thanks for your tune. 1 am
writing 10 you (o express my extreme displeasure of hearing that Dish

Network and Direc TV will become one and the same company under Echostar.

This is » clear case.of Monopoly!! Any intelligent citizen can see this

clear as day. Top execs are saying that this would not create a monopoly

because they are competing against cable. Let's see. 91% market share'in

satellite TV service and $268B to be split amongst executives and

shareholders. That reminds me of another company our there that has pretty

much been let off the hook. In addition to satellite TV they will also

control 91% of sarcllite internet service.

Take a look at my example. [ live in Marlow. New Hampshire. We do not have
a choice for cable. If [ use an antenna | get two maybe three stations. |

have to use satellite. | usc Dish Network and [ have 1o say that they are
horrible. Their scrvice is really bad. the provide only a 90 day warranty

on all of their hardware and they senously overcharge 10 make a service

call. T have not switched 10 Direc1 TV ver. However, | like the fac pat

| have a choice. If this deal goes through there 1s no chowce. Not only is

thete no choice, but for people like mysell who can't get cable my rates

will most tikely go up and customer scrvice will go straight down because of
the amount of customers this deal would add to one company.

[ know that the main focus of this country night now 15 10 keep Americans
safc and | appreciate that. ! think that 3lt of vou are dong a great job
in this area. However, this deal 15 no gond and 1 am hegping you to blogk

W
Thanks for your time.
Dammin Apichell

PO Box 396

Marlow, NWH 034356
603-352-3535
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