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~,H.onor~le'I~Gregg
thli~,s'tatesSenate
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Dear Senator Gregg:

Thank you for your letter on behalf of Mr. Damn Apichell, concerning a proposed merger
herween DirecTV and Dish Network. As you know, the Federal Trade Commission has been
c1rl:cted by Con'llT.ss to act in the interest of all consumers to prevent dcc:eptive or unfair
practices and unfair methods of competition, pursuant to the Federal Trade Commission Act, IS
U.S.C. 41 el seq. In determining whether to take enforcement or other action in any particular
situation, the Commission !nay consider a number of factors, including the type of violation
alleged: thc nature and amount of consumer injury at issue and the number of consumers
affected: and the likelihood of prevcnung future unlawful conduct and securing redress or other
relief., As a maner of policy, the Commission does not'generally intervene in individual disputes.
Howe~~r~ letters from your constituents provide valuable information that is frequently used to
develop or support Commission enforcement initiatives.

I appreciate learning of your cOnsliluent's problem. bUI priinaly jurisdiction over this
issue lies wilh lhe FeGeral Communications Commission. Therefore. I have laken the Iibeny of
forwarding your inquiry [0 the: Commission for their review. I appreciate your imeresl in Ihis
maner, and please lei us know whenever we can be of assistance.

Sincerely,

W~2y~r'),·,f12
Donald S. Clark
Secretary of the Commission

cc: Director of Congn::ssional Liaison
Federal Communications Conunission
1919 M Slreet, N. W.
Washington, D. C. 20590 20, UV ZO b 5Z WJl
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December 3,2001

Bnltcd $tatcs Senatt

Mr. David Thomas, Director, Congressional Relations
Federal Trade Commission
Room 404
6th & Pennsylvania Ave., N.W.
Washington, DC 20580

Dear Mr. Thomas:

::OMMITT£ES

BIJDGET

APPROPRIATIONS

JUDD GREGG
t<lf:W .....~HIRI

CHIEF DEPUTY W~IP

""EAl'TH iEtill"U:: ...TlON,l.AIOJli
..NO PENSIONS

P11Ck)SCd-]~~::find::aocep¥~-aJetter from a constituent of mine, Mr.Darrin
Aprchell, of Marl w, New Hampshire. Mr. Apichell is ci):l.cemed with the potential

// DirecTV and Dish Network merger. He feels 1hat this would create an unfair
monopoly within the satellite market.

Thank you in advance for your attention to this matter.-------- .---

JG/mc
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Subject: Ethoslllr and Hughes EleclTonlcs M.rger

Messag.: Dear Chorlie. John. Judd. Bob. M.k•• and o.h.rs. ,hanks for your lIme. I am
writing 10 you 10 .,p~ my e.treme displeasure of hearing .hat Dish
N.twork and Din:c1V will become one and Ihe same company und.r Eeho..ar.
This is I clear casc.OrMODOpoly~~ Any Intdhgcnr cirizcn can see this
clear as day. Top execs are saying thoU \hl.$ would not create a mt'nopoly
because they are competing against cable. Let's ..e. 91% marke' sharein
satelli'e1V service and $268 '0 be spht amonss, ....utiv•• and
shareholders. That reminds m. of anolllcr company out then: tha. has prell)'
much been I., offlbe hook. In add,'ion 10 sa'clh,c1V th.y will also
conttol 91% ofsatellile internet service.

Take: a look at myex.ample. I live in M;trJow. New Jhmpsnlre. We do nOI have
a choice for cable. If1use an anfenl~ I S~I (Wn maybe three slltioRS. I
haye 10 us. sat.lIit.. 1usc Dish N.twork and I hay. to lOy Ihat they are
horrible. Their sCNice is fe-any bad. the prov_de only a 90 clay wamnty
on III of their hardware and lhey senously overcharge to tNik.e a service
call. I ha.. nol swilched to DIrect TV y.t. Ho....y.r. Ilik. the fae JIll'
J h... a choice. If this deal goes throu~ Ihcrc IS no eho.ce. Not only is
there no choice. but for people like mys.df \Ioho coun get cable my rates
wiJI most tilceJy &0 up ~nd customer sct\'Jcr WIll ¥o su:u,ght down because or
.h. amount of euslomers Ihis d.ar would .dd 10 on. company.

I know thallh. main focus of Ih,s country "!:h' now tS 10 k.ep Americans
~{e and I appreciate that:. 1 Ihink Ihilt :aU u( you are dOing iI gre;at job
an this area. However. Ihis de,all~ nn y.und :lnd J 3m begging you to block
It

D.rnn hplehell
PO Bo. 396
M.rlow, NH 03H6
1>03·352·3535
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