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Jack Richards
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Via Electronic Filing With Attachments

Marlene H. Dortch

Secretary

Federal Communications Commission
Office of the Secretary

445-12th Street, SW

Washington, DC 20554

Re:  Notice of Written Ex Parte Presentation;
Application of EchoStar Communications Cor por ation,
General Motors Corporation and Hughes Electronics Cor poration,
Transferor; and EchoStar Communications Cor poration, Transfer ee,
For Authority to Transfer Control;
CSDocket Number 01-348

Dear Ms. Dortch:

On August 29, 2002, Bob Phillips, President and Chief Executive Officer, and Steven T.
Berman, Senior Vice President Business Affairs and General Counsel, of our client, the National
Rura Telecommunications Cooperative (NRTC), met with Chairman Michael K. Powell and
Susan M. Eid, Legal Advisor, to discuss NRTC' s continued opposition to the proposed merger of
EchoStar Communications Corporation and Hughes Electronics Corporation. Stephen Ryan
from Manatt, Phelps and Phillips, LLP, and the undersigned attended the meeting on behalf of
NRTC.

Copies of the attached handout entitled “The Myths and Realities of the
EchoStar/DIRECTV Merger,” were distributed during the meeting and served as the basis for
our discussion. We pointed out that the proposed Merger would create a monopoly for up to
22,000,000 households and would harm consumers in an amount up to $700 million per year in
rural areas alone. It was emphasized that competition will create greater benefits for consumers
than a monopoly.

During our meeting, we also discussed two sets of maps (copies attached): (1) a series of
Regional Cluster maps prepared Dr. Paul W. MacAvoy that demonstrate that large, contiguous
areas of rural America are unserved by cable; and (2) a map reported in the New Y ork Timest
showing that more than 22,000,000 homes remain unpassed by cable nationwide, and that |daho,

1 Look, Upinthe Sky! Big Betson aBig Deal, N.Y. Times, October 30, 2001, at C-1 Look, Up inthe Sky! Big Bets
on aBig Deal, N.Y. Times, October 30, 2001, at C-1.
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lowa and North Dakota (states that EchoStar claims have cable pass rates of 90% or more)
actually have pass rates of 60-69% (Idaho and lowa) and 70-79% (North Dakota).

At the end of our meeting, counsel for NRTC conducted a separate presentation to
Chairman Powell and Ms. Eid in the absence of Mr. Phillips and Mr. Berman. The presentation
addressed a sampling of internal documents, which the Applicants have declared Confidential
and Highly Confidential, that directly contradict their disclosures to the Commission regarding
the benefits and impact of the proposed Merger. Pursuant to the Protective Ordersissued on
January 9, 2002 and April 25, 2002,2 NRTC is submitting under separate cover an ex parte notice
regarding the confidential portion of the presentation.

Should you have any questions or require any additional information, please feel freeto
contact the undersigned.

Sincerely,
/s/ Jack Richards
Jack Richards

Enclosures:
Presentation: The Myths and Redlities of the EchoStar/DIRECTV Merger
Unserved Cable Regiona Clusters
New York Times Map Reflecting Cable Homes Passed

cC: Chairman Michael K. Powell

Susan Eid

Jm Bird

C. Anthony Bush

Neil A. Ddlar

Barbara Esbin

W. Kenneth Ferree

Marcia Glauberman

Julius Knapp

JoANn Lucanik

Royce Dickens Sherlock

Douglas Webbink

Simon Wilkie

Qualex International

Pantelis Michal opoulos
Counsel for EchoStar Communications Cor poration

Gary M. Epstein
Counsel for General Motors Corporation and Hughes Electronics
Corporation

2 |n the Matter of Echostar Communications Cor poration, General Motors Corporation, and Hughes Electronics
Corporation, CS Docket No. 01-348 (DA 02-27, released January 9, 2002; DA 02-964, released April 25, 2002).
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