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August 27, 2002

Ms. Marlene H. Dortch

Secretary RECEIV ED
F cdera]! Communications Commission

445 12" Street, S.W.

Washington, D.C. 20554 AUG 2 T 2002

‘ ; SH0N
. - > DERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMIS
Re: Ex Parte Presentation in CS Docket No, 98-120 FED comaonos com

Dear Ms. Dortch:

On August 26, 2002, Ms. Judith McHale, President and Chief Operating Officer of
Discovery Communications, Inc., and I met with Commissioner Kevin Martin and his legal
advisor, Catherine Bohigian. We discussed the digital television transition and, specifically, the
impact digital must carry would have on cable programmers such as Discovery. We explained
the challenges program networks face in securing cable carriage and the harm to program
companies and consumers of giving broadcasters another advantage in the competition for cable
carnage. We expressed concern about proposals that call for mandatory carriage of a
broadcaster’s analog and digital signal during the transition as well as those that call for
mandatory carriage of more than the broadcaster’s primary digital signal.

In accordance with the Commission’s Rules, an original and one copy of this letter,
including an enclosure, are being filed with your office.

Sincerely,

Devin Cheema

Enclosure

ce:  Commissioner Kevin Martin
Catherine Bohigian, Legal Advisor to Commissioner Martin
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Discovery Communications, Inc. is the leading
global real-world media entertainment company,
creating the highest quality content and services to

help people explore their world and satisfy their
curiosity.
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THE NEXT GENERATION OF DISCOVERY “j’% '

U.S.-based targeted networks, launched beginning in 1996 specifically
for the digital universe:

otz |7 S

Recently launched, new services for an on-demand and high-definition
world:
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YOUR WINDOW ON THE WORLD™
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' DISCOVERY
S 0 COMMUNICATIONS
i INCORPORATED

CABLE IS COMMITTED
TO THE DIGITAL TRANSITION

Cable companies have created more than 60 digital networks to
take advantage of operators’ digital upgrades and provide
consumers with more choice.

Discovery has spent millions of dollars to launch its digital
| networks, Discovery HD Theater and Discovery On
Demand/Choice 10 Discovery.

The availability of compelling digital programming increases
consumer demand for digital TV.
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CONCLUSION

I urge you to affirm the FCC’s January 2001
decision on dual must carry and its conclusions
regarding the carriage of broadcasters’
“primary video” post-transition.
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