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Washington, D.C. 20554
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Dear Ms Dortch:

SELLSOUTH

Kathleen B. Levitz
Vice President-Federal Regulatory
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Fax 202 463 4198

In a meeting with the staff of the Wireline Competition Bureau reviewing
BellSouth's pending 271 applications for Alabama, Kentucky, Mississippi, North
Carolina and South Carolina that occurred on September 9,2002, BellSouth
explained that BellSouth could not comply with the 60-week standard for
completion of prioritized CLEC change requests and also include the "industry
release" in the set of production releases scheduled for 2003. BellSouth
described the alternatives it had presented to CLECs at a meeting in early
September and explained that the CLECs were still reviewing the alternative
proposals. Commission staff then asked why BellSouth could not meet the 60
week requirement under the original schedule by giving up BST capacity in the
2003 releases. This letter responds to the staff's questions in writing, as the staff
requested.

The answer is that even if BellSouth reassigned to CLEC priorities all the
capacity in the 2003 releases allocated to BellSouth priorities, the current
schedule, with its three production releases (Release 12.0, 13.0 and 14.0) and
the industry release (Release 15.0) may not be workable. BellSouth now
believes that there is too much overlap in system development and testing,
especially given the increased CAVE testing to which BellSouth has committed.
Moreover, the scope of the industry release has, in fact, increased since the
original schedule was developed. BellSouth believes that the extent of the
overlap, coupled with the increased time required for testing and the increase in



release scope significantly complicates the software development process which
could lead to reduced software quality and the potential of release schedule
misses.

BellSouth has met with the CLEC CCP community to layout the alternatives
explained in its filing with the Florida PSC and that were discussed in its
September 9 meeting with the members of the Wireline Competition Bureau.
The CLEC CCP community has reviewed BellSouth's proposals and developed
its own proposal. This counter-proposal is currently under serious review by
BellSouth and the discussion will continue at a CCP meeting scheduled for
September 13.

In accordance with Section 1.1206, I am filing two copies of this notice and the
accompanying attachment and request that you please place them in the record
of the proceeding identified above. Thank you.

Sincerely,

t41.+Jl-U .;0 JJ L-Uv'5
Kathleen B. Levitz

cc: Michelle Carey
Greg Cooke
Aaron Goldberger
Gina Spade
Matt Brill
Chris Libertelli
Daniel Gonzalez
Jordan Goldstein
Susan Pie
James Davis-Smith


