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The Honorable Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 

Washington, D.C. 20554 

Dear Chairman Powell: 

445 12'Street. S.W. St?  10 zoo2 

I am m h n g  to cxpress my suppon for thc proposed mrgcr bcwccn EchoStar Communrcations 
and Hugbcs E~CCIIONCS. I bclicvc that h s  mergcr has the potcnnal to unprovc Americans' livcs by 
increasmg compchtlon ln the payTV marker and opcmg the door to hgh-spced htcrnet acccss to all 
Arnencans. even those in the most renwtc areas of the United States. 

The mergcd company wll brlng tncrcascd compctinon to the pay-TV markct, where cable 
compames today conaol almost 80% of Amencan households. Today, because of limited spccrmm and 
satellite resources. both Echostar's DISH Network and HUGHES' D R E W  are able to offer local 
chmnels to custnmcrs UI abour only 40 of the nanon's largcrt markers Consumers m the rcst of thc 
country are left dcpcndmg on old-fashoned "rabbtt cars" or thcu cable providcr if they want to watch lo;al 
DCWS and weather. Atter the merger, the compmes have promised hat they wll provide local channels via 
salellitc 10 all 210 American television markets, provtdlng all Amencans with a m c  altemanve to cablc. 
The companies' promise to continue nationuide pncing wi l l  be key, as it will extend thc benefits of 
compennon with cable m urban areas to those ln rural areas of the country where cable 1s often 
prohbttively cxpcnsive. 

Thc compmcs have also assured me that by mcrglng thcy wll ha\,c thc economcs of scale 
necessary IO offer affordable, hgh-speed Internet semce via satellite to all Amencans. As you h o w ,  
nullions of Americans live beyond thc reach of cable or DSL w e s .  leaving thcm wthuut an affordable 
broadband option. Wh~lc Internet servicc via satellite is available today, it is very expensive and the 
companies simply don't have the customer base necessary to dnve the prices down By mergmg, the new 
Echostil;'HCGHES would be able to provide satellite broadband a1 an affordnhlc price, provldlng added 
sompcnnon m urbawsuburban areas, and providing a first connectlon to Amcncans in rual areas where 
cab!: d ;'Conr s o m p w t s  havr decidcd not 13 go ARrrdablc high-speed broadband is a "must-have" for 
schools and businesscs across the country, and h s  merger promses to provide it .  

It is my opiruon that the benefits of this merger are clear, and that it makes sense for the American 
cocsumcr. I ask that this bc taken into acconnt as your agency conducts 1% review. 

Thank you for your anention to this matter. 

Member of Congrcss 

cc: The Honorable Charles E. Schumer 
The Honorable Hillary Rodham Clinton 
New York Congressional Delegation 
The Honorable Eddie Bernice-Johuson, Chairperson, Congressional Black Caucus 
The Honorable Marilyn Murrell, President, National Conference of Black Mayors 
The Honorable Wellington Webb 
FCC Docket No. 01-348 


