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Public Utilities Commission 
Stale Capitol Building, 500 €ant Capitol Aienue, Pierre, South Dakota 57501-5070 

September 27, 2002 

Ms. Marlene H. Dortch, Secretary 
Federal Communications Commission 
Office of the Secretary 
445 12th Street S.W. 

Ms. Marlene H. Dortch, Secretary 
Federal Communications Commission 
Office of the Secretary 
9300 East HamDton Drive 

J 
Washington. DC 20554 Capitol Heights, MD 20743 

I RECEIVE@ & INSPECTED 
Ms. Irene Flannery 
Universal Service Administrative Company 
2120 L Street N W ,  Suite 600 

O C T  0 12002 
Washington, DC 20037 I FCC - MAILROOM 

I 

Re CC Docket No 96-45, CC Docket No 00-256, Fourteenth Report and 
Order. Twenty Second Order on Reconsideration. and Further Notice of 
Proposed Rulemakina in CC Docket No 96-45. and ReDort and Order in 
CC Docket No 00-256, FCC 01-157, Released May 23, 2001 

Annual State Certification of Support for Rural Carriers 

Dear Ms. Dortch and Ms. Flannety: 

The South Dakota Public Utilities Commis,sion (Cornmission) hereby states that the 
following rural incumbent local exchange carriers andlor eligible telecommunications 
carriers within its jurisdiction have been certified to receive support pursuant to 47 
CFR §§ 54.301, 54.305, andlor 54.307 andlor part 36, subpart F. The carriers listed 
below filed requests for certification with the Commission which support their 
affirmations that all federal high-cost support provided to them will be used only for 
the provision, maintenance, and upgrading of facilities and services for which the 
support is intended, consistent with section 254(e) of the Communications Act. The 
Commission has granted certification to the following companies: 

Armour Independent Telephone Company (391640) 
Baltic Telecom Cooperative and East Plains Telecom, Inc. (391642) 
Beresford Municipal Telephone Company (391649) 
Bridgewater-Canistota Independent Telephone Company (391640) (co. no. 01 58) 
Brookings Municipal Telephone (391650) 
Cheyenne River Sioux Tribe Telephone Authority (391647) 
Citizens Telecommunications Company of Minnesota, Inc. (361 123) 
City of Faith Municipal Telephone Company (391653) 



Dakota Community Telephone, Inc. (391 652) 
Dickey Kural Communications, Inc. (38161 1) (co. no. 1681) 
Dickey Rural Telephone Cooperative (38161 1) (CO. no. 161 1) 
Golden 'West Telecommunications Cooperative, Inc. (391659) 
Great Plains Communications, Inc. (371577) 
Heartlarid Telecommunication Company of Iowa d/b/a Hickory Tech Corporation (351 096) 
Interstate Telecommunications Cooperative, Inc. (391654) 
James Valley Cooperative Telephone Company (391 664) 
Jefferson Telephone Co., Inc. (391666) 
Kadoka Telephone Company (391667) 
Kenrebec Telephone Company (391 668) 
Mccook Cooperative Telephone Company (391 669) 
Midstate Communications, Inc. (391670) 
Mount Rilshmore Telephone Company and Fort Randall Telephone Company (391 660) 
Red Siuer Telecom, Inc. (381631) 
Roberts County Telephone Cooperative Association and RC Communications, Inc. (391674) 
RT Communications, Inc. (512251) 
Santel Communications Cooperative, Inc (391676) 
Sioux Valley Telephone Company (391677) 
Splitrock Telecom Cooperative, Inc. and Splitrock Properties, Inc. (391657) 
Stock.holm-Strandburg Telephone Company (391 679) 
Sully Bilttes Telephone Cooperative, Inc. (391680) 
Three River Telco (371525) 
Tri-C'xmty Telecom, Inc. (391682) 
Unior Telephone Company (391684) 
Valky Telecommunications Cooperative Association, Inc. (391 685) 
Vailev 'ielephone Company (361495) 
Vivian Telephone Company d/b/a Golden West Communications, Inc. (391686) 
Westeri Telephone Company (391688) 
West River Cooperative Telephone Company (391689) 
West River Telecommunications Cooperative (381637) (co. no. 4414) 
West River Telecommunications Cooperative (Mobridge) (391671) 

Also enclosed are the Orders Granting Certification to the above-referenced rural incumbent local 
exchange carriers and/or eligible telecommunications carriers. Should you have any questions, 
please do not hesitate to contact us for further information. 

Since-ely 
7 

JamesA Burg Pam Nelson RobertK Sahr 
Chairman Commissioner Cornmissioner 



BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION 
OF THE STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA 

IN THE MATTER OF THE REQUEST OF ) ORDER GRANTING 
ARMOUR INDEPENDENT TELEPHONE ) CERTIFICATION 
COMPANY FOR CERTIFICATION REGARDING ) 

SUPPORT 1 
ITS USE OF FEDERAL UNIVERSAL SERVICE ) TC02-139 

On May 23, 2001, the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) released an 
Order concerning the federal universal service support mechanism for rural carriers.' This 
Order (hereafter referenced as the "Fourteenth Report and Order"), in part, codifies at 47 
5 C F R. 54.314, a requirement for States to provide a certification regarding federal 
dniversal service support that is received by rural incumbent local exchange carriers 
and/or eligible telecommunications carriers providing Service in rural Service areas. 
Pursuant to such rule, a state that desires rural carriers within its jurisdiction to receive 
iuiure federal universal service support must file an annual certification with the FCC and 
:he Universal Service Administrative Company (USAC) stating that federal high cost 
;tipport provided to such carriers within that State will be used only for the provision, 
naintenance, and upgrading of facilities and services for which the support is intended. 
This certification requirement applies to various categories of federal universal service 
support, including support provided pursuant to 47 C.F.R. §§ 54.301, 54.305, andlor 
54 307. and/or 47 C.F.R. Part 36, Subpart F (high-cost loop support, local switching 
support, safety net additive support, and safety valve support). Support provided under 
these FCC rule provisions will only be made available in the future if the State Cornmission 
files the requisite certification pursuant to 5 54.314. 

The certification required for rural carriers to receive federal universal support for 
all four quarters during calendar year 2002 is currently due to be filed with the FCC and 
rJSAC on or before October 1, 2002. The certification may be presented to these entities 
11 !he form of a letter from the State Commission. The letter must identify which carriers 
i i  !he state are eligible to receive federal support during the 12-month period and must 
certify that the carriers listed will only use the support for the provision, maintenance, and 
upgrading of facilities and services for which the support is intended. 

On September 9, 2002, the South Dakota Public Utilities Commission (Commission) 
:;.cetved a filing from Armour Independent Telephone Company (Company) regarding its 
Request for Certification Regarding its Use of Federal Universal Service Support. The 
purpose of this filing was to provide information constituting Company's plan for the use 

een th  Rewo rt  ;C D o c k e t  N o .  9 6 - 4 5 ,  CC D o c k e t  No. 0 0 - 2 5 6 ,  Fourt 
an2 4 r a e r .  T w e n t v  S e c o n d  0 r d e r  on Recons idera t ion .  and F u r t h e r  
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BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMIS 4 lOfi r T  012002 I 
OF THE STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA 

IN THE MATTER OF THE REQUEST OF 1 ORDER G 
BALTIC TELECOM COOPERATIVE AND EAST j CERTIFICATION 
WAINS TELECOM, INC. FOR CERTIFICATION ) 
REGARDING THEIR USE OF FEDERAL ) TC02-123 
UNIVERSAL SERVICE SUPPORT 1 

On May 23, 2001, the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) released an 
3 d e r  concerning the federal universal service support mechanism for rural carriers.' This 
9der  (hereafter referenced as the "Fourteenth Report and Order"), in part, codifies at 47 
5 C F R. 54,314, a requirement for States to provide a certification regarding federal 
mwersal service support that is received by rural incumbent local exchange carriers 
afidlor eligible telecommunications carriers providing service in rural service areas. 
"ursuant to such rule, a state that desires rural carriers within its jurisdiction to receive 
tuture federal universal service support must file an annual certification with the FCC and 
the Universal Service Administrative Company (USAC) stating that federal high cost 
support provided to such carriers within that State will be used only for the provision, 
maintenance, and upgrading of facilities and services for which the support is intended. 
.'his, certification requirement applies to various categories of federal universal service 
support, including support provided pursuant to 47 C.F.R. 89 54.301, 54.305, andlor 
54 307> andlor 47 C.F.R. Part 36, Subpart F (high-cost loop support, local switching 
support, safety net additive support, and safety valve support). Support provided under 
tnese FCC rule provisions will only be made available in the future if the State Commission 
f les the requisite certification pursuant to § 54.314. 

The certification required for rural carriers to receive federal universal support for 
all four quarters during calendar year 2002 is currently due to be filed with the FCC and 
USAC on or before October 1 ,  2002. The certification may be presented to these entities 
in t'le form of a letter from the State Commission. The letter must identify which carriers 
ii! the state are eligible to receive federal support during the 12-month period and must 
cer*:ify that the carriers listed will only use the support for the provision, maintenance, and 
uagradtng of facilities and services for which the support is intended. 

On September 6, 2002, the South Dakota Public Utilities Commission (Commission) 
received a filing from Baltic Telecom Cooperative and East Plains Telecom, Inc. 
(Company) regarding their Request for Certification Regarding their Use of Federal 
Uqiversal Service Support. The purpose of this filing was to provide information 

e e n t h  R e D O r  t 
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d - z d e r  i n  CC D o c k e t  N o  0 0 - 2 5 6 ,  FCC 0 1 - 1 5 7 ,  R e l e a s e d  May 2 3 ,  
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OCT 0 12002 
BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMI 

OF THE STATE OF SOUTH 
IN THE MATTER OF THE REQUEST OF ) ORDER GRANTING 
BERESFORD MUNICIPAL TELEPHONE ) CERTIFICATION 
COMPANY FOR CERTIFICATION REGARDING ) 

SUPPORT 1 
ITS USE OF FEDERAL UNIVERSAL SERVICE ) TC02-121 

On May 23, 2001, the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) released an 
Oraer concerning the federal universal service support mechanism for rural carriers.' This 
Order (hereafter referenced as the "Fourteenth Report and Order"), in part, codifies at 47 
5 C F R. 54,314, a requirement for States to provide a certification regarding federal 
mversal  service support that is received by rural incumbent local exchange carriers 
andlor eligible telecommunications carriers providing service in rural service areas. 
Pursuant to such rule, a state that desires rural carriers within its jurisdiction to receive 
future federal universal service support must file an annual certification with the FCC and 
ihe Universal Service Administrative Company (USAC) stating that federal high cost 
StJppOrt provided to such carriers within that State will be used only for the provision, 
maintenance, and upgrading of facilities and services for which the support is intended. 
?his certification requirement applies to various categories of federal universal service 
support, including support provided pursuant to 47 C.F.R. 50 54.301, 54.305, andlor 
54.307, andlor 47 C.F R. Part 36, Subpart F (high-cost loop support, local switching 
support, safety net additive support, and safety valve support). Support provided under 
these FCC rule provisions will only be made available in the future if the State Commission 
files the requisite certification pursuant to 5 54.314. 

The certification required for rural carriers to receive federal universal support for 
all four quarters during calendar year 2002 is currently due to be filed with the FCC and 
USAC on or before October 1, 2002. The certification may be presented to these entities 
in the form of a letter from the State Commission. The letter must identify which carriers 

:he state are eligible to receive federal support during the 12-month period and must 
certify that the carriers listed will only use the support for the provision, maintenance, and 
upgrading of facilities and services for which the support is intended. 

an September 5, 2002, the South Dakota Public Utilities Commission (Commission) 
received a filing from Beresford Municipal Telephone Company (Company) regarding its 
Fequest for Certification Regarding its Use of Federal Universal Service Support. The 
purpose of this filing was to provide information constituting Company's plan for the use 

orL 3C Docket N o .  9 6 - 4 5 ,  CC Docket N o .  0 0 - 2 5 6 ,  Four t een th  R e D  
a A ~ a  :r 

- d Report - Notice __ of Proposed Rulernakins i n  CC Docket N o .  96  4 5 .  -n 
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C T  0 1 2002 BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMIS 
OF THE STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA 

IN THE MATTER OF THE REQUEST OF ) ORDER GRANTING 
BRIDGEWATER-CANISTOTA INDEPENDENT ) CERTIFICATION 
TELEPHONE COMPANY FOR CERTIFICATION ) 

UNIVERSAL SERVICE SUPPORT 1 
REGARDING ITS USE OF FEDERAL ) TCOZ-138 

On May 23, 2001, the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) released an 
Grtler concerning the federal universal service support mechanism for rural carriers.' This 
Order (hereafter referenced as the "Fourteenth Report and Order"), in part, codifies at 47 
§ C F  R. 54.314, a requirement for States to provide a certification regarding federal 
universal service support that is received by rural incumbent local exchange carriers 
aWor  eligible telecommunications carriers providing service in rural service areas. 
Pilrsuant to such rule, a state that desires rural carriers within its jurisdiction to receive 
future federal universal service support must file an annual certification with the FCC and 
the Universal Service Administrative Company (USAC) stating that federal high cost 
support provided to such carriers within that State will be used only for the provision, 
maintenance, and upgrading of facilities and services for which the support is intended. 
Tois certification requirement applies to various categories of federal universal service 
support, including support provided pursuant to 47 C.F.R. 00 54.301, 54.305, and/or 
54 307, andlor 47 C.F.R. Part 36, Subpart F (high-cost loop support, local switching 
~ ~ p p ~ r t ,  safety net additive support. and safety valve support). Support provided under 
these FCC rule provisions will only be made available in the future if the State Commission 
files the requisite certification pursuant to 0 54.31 4. 

The certification required for rural carriers to .receive federal universal support for 
all four quarters during calendar year 2002 is currently due to be filed with the FCC and 
USAC on or before October 1, 2002. The certification may be presented to these entities 
in the form of a letter from the State Commission. The letter must identify which carriers 
in the state are eligible to receive federal support during the 12-month period and must 
certify that the carriers listed will only use the support for the provision, maintenance, and 
dpgrading of facilities and services for which the support is intended. 

On September 9, 2002, the South Dakota Public Utilities Commission (Commission) 
.eceived a filing from Bridgewater-Canistota Independent Telephone Company (Company) 
.egarding its Request for Certification Regarding its Use of Federal Universal Service 
support. The purpose of this filing was to provide information constituting Company's plan 

rt 
~ r , d  Order. Twentv S econd Order on Reconsideratlon. and Further 
'Jr+ice of ProDose d Rulemaking in CC Docket No. 96-45. a nd R e m  
And Crder in CC Docket No. 00-256, FCC 01-157, Released May 23, 

CC Docket No. 96-45, CC Docket No. 00-256, Fourteenth Reuo 
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BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMI~SIQN o 12002 

ORDE 

OF THE STATE OF SOUTH DAKOT 
1N THE MATTER OF THE REQUEST OF ) 
BROOKINGS MUNICIPAL TELEPHONE FOR ) CERTIFICATION 
CERTIFICATION REGARDING ITS USE OF ) 
FEDERAL UNIVERSAL SERVICE SUPPORT ) TC02-130 

On May 23, 2001, the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) released an 
Order concerning the federal universal service support mechanism for rural carriers.’ This 
Order (hereafter referenced as the “Fourteenth Report and Order”), in part, codifies at 47 
Fj C F  R. 54.314, a requirement for States to provide a certification regarding federal 
Liwersal service support that is received by rural incumbent local exchange carriers 
andlor eligible telecommunications carriers providing service in rural service areas. 
PAr-suant to such rule, a state that desires rural carriers within its jurisdiction to receive 
future federal universal service support must file an annual certification with the FCC and 
the Universal Service Administrative Company (USAC) stating that federal high cost 
support provided to such carriers within that State will be used only for the provision, 
maintenance, and upgrading of facilities and services for which the support is intended. 
This certification requirement applies to various categories of federal universal service 
support, including support provided pursuant to 47 C.F.R. 55 54.301, 54.305, and/or 
54.307, and/or 47 C.F.R. Part 36, Subpart F (high-cost loop support, local switching 
support, safety net additive support, and safety valve support). Support provided under 
these f CC rule provisions will only be made available in the future if the State Commission 
files the requisite certification pursuant to 5 54.314. 

The certification required for rural carriers to receive federal universal support for 
all four quarters during calendar year 2002 is currently due to be filed with the FCC and 
USAC on or before October 1, 2002. The certification may be presented to these entities 
!n the form of a letter from the State Commission. The letter must identify which carriers 
jn the state are eligible to receive federal support during the 12-month period and must 
:ertify that the carriers listed will only use the support for the provision, maintenance, and 
.Jpgrading of facilities and services for which the support is intended. 

On September 6, 2002, the South Dakota Public Utilities Commission (Commission) 
-eceived a filing from Brookings Municipal Telephone (Company) regarding its Request 
<or Certification Regarding its Use of Federal Universal Service Support. The purpose of 
rhis filing was to provide information constituting Company’s plan for the use of its federal 
miversa1 service support and to otherwise verify that Company will use all federal 

th ReDo rt CC Docket No. 96-45. CC Docket No. 00-256, Fourteen 
._ .tnd clrder. Twenty Second Order on Reconsideration. and Further 

nd Report ‘ :sr-ce of ProDosed Rulemakinq in CC Docket No. 96-45. a 
e~ Crder  in CC Docket No. 00-256, FCC 01-157, Released May 23, 
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F l M D  8 INSPECTEE 

O C T  0 1 2002 

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMlSSl 
OF THE STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA 

IN THE MATTER OF THE REQUEST OF ) ORDER GRANTING 
CHEYENNE RIVER SIOUX TRIBE TELEPHONE ) CERTIFICATION 
AUT H 0 RlTY FOR CERTIFICATION ) 
REGARDING ITS USE OF FEDERAL ) TCOZ-154 
UNIVERSAL SERVICE SUPPORT ) 

On May 23, 2001, the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) released an 
3rder concerning the federal universal service support mechanism for rural carriers.' This 
3rder (hereafter referenced as the "Fourteenth Report and Order"), in part, codifies at 47 
5 C F R~ 54 314, a requirement for States to provide a certification regarding federal 
Jniversal service support that is received by rural incumbent local exchange carriers 
.afid/or eligible telecommunications carriers providing service in rural service areas. 
"ursuant to such rule, a state that desires rural carriers within its jurisdiction to receive 
wture federal universal service support must file an annual certification with the FCC and 
ihe Universal Service Administrative Company (USAC) stating that federal high cost 
support provided to such carriers within that State will be used only for the provision, 
maintenance, and upgrading of facilities and services for which the support is intended. 
-Tbis, certification requirement applies to various categories of federal universal service 
support, including support provided pursuant to 47 C.F.R. §§ 54.301, 54.305, and/or 
!54,307, and/or 47 C.F.R. Part 36, Subpart F (high-cost loop support, local switching 
S U D P O ~ ~ ,  safety net additive support, and safety valve support). Support provided under 
these FCC rule provisions will only be made available in the future if the State Commission 
files the requisite certification pursuant to § 54.314. 

The certification required for rural carriers to receive federal universal support for 
all four quarters during calendar year 2002 is currently due to be filed with the FCC and 
USAC on or before October 1, 2002. The certification may be presented to these entities 
11 the form of a letter from the State Commission. The letter must identify which carriers 
11 the state are eligible to receive federal support during the 12-month period and must 
certify that the carriers listed will only use the support for the provision, maintenance, and 
upgrading of facilities and services for which the support is intended. 

C)n September 10, 2002, the South Dakota Public Utilities Commission 
(Commission) received a filing from Cheyenne River Sioux Tribe Telephone Authority 
(Company) regarding its Request for Certification Regarding its Use of Federal Universal 
Service Support. The purpose of this filing was to provide information constituting 

CC Docket No. 96-45, CC Docket No. 00-256, Fourteenth Rewort 
-_ a n d  Order. Twentv Second Order on Reconsideration, and F urther 
N o ~ ~ c e  of Prowosed Rulema kins in CC Docket No. 96-45, an d Rewort 
an& Order in CC Docket No. 00-256, FCC 01-157, Released May 23, 
: 2 r :  



RECEIVED & INSPECTED I 
BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMIS laT 0 1 1 

OF THE STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA 
iN THE MATTER OF THE REQUEST OF 1 ORDER 
CITIZENS TELECOMMUNICATIONS ) CERTIFICATION 
COMPANY OF MINNESOTA, INC. FOR ) 

FEDERAL UNIVERSAL SERVICE SUPPORT ) 
CERTIFICATION REGARDING ITS USE OF ) TC02-111 

On May 23, 2001, the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) released an 
Order concerning the federal universal service support mechanism for rural carriers.' This 
Order (hereafter referenced as the "Fourteenth Report and Order"), in part, codifies at 47 
5 C F R. 54.314, a requirement for States to provide a certification regarding federal 
Jniversal service support that is received by rural incumbent local exchange carriers 
and/or eligible telecommunications carriers providing service in rural service areas. 
?ursuant to such rule, a state that desires rural carriers within its jurisdiction to receive 
'uture federal universal service support must file an annual certification with the FCC and 
the Universal Service Administrative Company (USAC) stating that federal high cost 
support provided to such carriers within that State will be used only for the provision, 
naintenance, and upgrading of facilities and services for which the support is intended. 
'This certification requirement applies to various categories of federal universal service 
su~pof l ,  including support provided pursuant to 47 C.F.R. 55 54.301, 54.305, andlor 
54 307, and/or 47 C.F.R. Part 36, Subpart F (high-cost loop support, local switching 
su~port,  safety net additive support, and safety valve support). Support provided under 
these FCC rule provisions will only be made available in the future if the State Commission 
files the requisite certification pursuant to 5 54.314. 

The certification required for rural carriers to receive federal universal support for 
all four quarters during calendar year 2002 is currently due to be filed with the FCC and 
lJSAC on or before October 1, 2002. The certification may be presented to these entities 
111 tne form of a letter from the State Commission. The letter must identify which carriers 
v i  the state are eligible to receive federal support during the 12-month period and must 
certify that the carriers listed will only use the support for the provision, maintenance, and 
upgrading of facilities and services for which the support is intended. 

On August 26, 2002, the South Dakota Public Utilities Commission (Commission) 
recerved a filing from Citizens Telecommunications Company of Minnesota, Inc. 
(Company) regarding its Request for Certification Regarding its Use of Federal Universal 
Service Support. The purpose of this filing was to provide information constituting 

_'c Docket No. 96-45, CC Docket No. 00-256, Fourteenth Report 
~ c - O r d e r .  Twentv Second Order on Reconsideration. and Further 
&LL-e 3f ProDosed Rulemakina in CC Docket No. 96-45. and Report 
ar ia Order in CC Docket No 0 0 - 2 5 6 ,  FCC 01-157, Released May 23, 
2 ci 



BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSI@GC - MAlLROOM 1 
OF THE STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA 

IN THE MATTER OF THE REQUEST OF CITY ) 
OF FAITH MUNICIPAL TELEPHONE ) CERTIFICATION 
COMPANY FOR CERTIFICATION REGARDING ) 

SUPPORT 1 

ORDER GRANTING 

17's USE OF FEDERAL UNIVERSAL SERVICE ) TC02-135 

On May 23, 2001, the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) released an 
Order concerning the federal universal service support mechanism for rural carriers.' This 
Order (hereafter referenced as the "Fourteenth Report and Order"), in part, codifies at 47 
9 i;.F.R. 54.314, a requirement for States to provide a certification regarding federal 
uni,ilersal service support that is received by rural incumbent local exchange carriers 
andlor eligible telecommunications carriers providing service in rural service areas. 
Ptlrsuant to such rule, a state that desires rural carriers within its jurisdiction to receive 
future federal universal service support must file an annual certification with the FCC and 
the Universal Service Administrative Company (USAC) stating that federal high cost 
support provided to such carriers within that State will be used only for the provision, 
naintenance, and upgrading of facilities and services for which the support is intended. 
This certification requirement applies to various categories of federal universal service 
support, including support provided pursuant to 47 C.F.R. §§ 54.301, 54.305, andlor 
54 307, and/or 47 C.F R. Part 36, Subpart F (high-cost loop support, local switching 
support, safety net additive support and safety valve support). Support provided under 
these FCC rule provisions will only be made available in the future if the State Commission 
ides, the requisite certification pursuant to § 54.314. 

The certification required for rural carriers to receive federal universal support for 
all four quarters during calendar year 2002 is currently due to be filed with the FCC and 
(JSAC 3 n  or before October 1, 2002. The certification may be presented to these entities 
I? the form of a letter from the State Commission. The letter must identify which carriers 
i ' i  the state are eligible to receive federal support during the 12-month period and must 
ceMy that the carriers listed will only use the support for the provision, maintenance, and 
upgrading of facilities and services for which the support is intended. 

3n  September 9, 2002, the South Dakota Public Utilities Commission (Commission) 
rsceived a filing from City of Faith Municipal Telephone Company (Company) regarding 
its Fiequest for Certification Regarding its Use of Federal Universal Service Support. The 
purpose of this filing was to provide information constituting Company's plan for the use 

th Reuort; :C Docket No. 96-45, CC Docket No. 0 0 - 2 5 6 ,  Fourteen 
&Crder. Twentv Sec ond Order on Recons ideration. and Further: 

Docket No. 96-45, and Revo rt. h'3: 1 ce of Propose d Rulemakins in CC 
a2LC)rder in CC Docket No 0 0 - 2 5 6 ,  FCC 01-157, Released May 23, 
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BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMlSSldN OCT o J 2007 
OF THE STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA 

IN THE MATTER OF THE REQUEST OF ) ORDER G 
DAKOTA COMMUNITY TELEPHONE, INC. FOR ) CERTIFICATION 
CERTIFICATION REGARDING ITS USE OF ) 
FEDERAL UNIVERSAL SERVICE SUPPORT ) TC02-140 

On May 23, 2001, the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) released an 
Order concerning the federal universal service support mechanism for rural carriers.' This 
Order (hereafter referenced as the "Fourteenth Report and Order"), in part, codifies at 47 
3 C F R. 54.314, a requirement for States to provide a certification regarding federal 
dniversal service support that is received by rural incumbent local exchange carriers 
andlor eligible telecommunications carriers providing service in rural service areas. 
Jursuant to such rule, a state that desires rural carriers within its jurisdiction to receive 
+uture federal universal service support must file an annual certification with the FCC and 
'he Universal Service Administrative Company (USAC) stating that federal high cost 
support provided to such carriers within that State will be used only for the provision, 
;maintenance, and upgrading of facilities and services for which the support is intended. 
This certification requirement applies to various categories of federal universal service 
support, including support provided pursuant to 47 C.F.R. 55 54.301, 54.305, and/or 
54 307, and/or 47 C.F.R. Part 36, Subpart F (high-cost loop support, local switching 
:;upport, safety net additive support, and safety valve support). Support provided under 
!hese FCC rule provisions will only be made available in the future if the State Commission 
files the requisite certification pursuant to 5 54.314. 

The certification required for rural carriers to receive federal universal support for 
ali fou: quarters during calendar year 2002 is currently due to be filed with the FCC and 
lJSAC on or before October 1, 2002. The certification may be presented to these entities 
in !he form of a letter from the State Commission. The letter must identify which carriers 
in the state are eligible to receive federal support during the 12-month period and must 
certify that the carriers listed will only use the support for the provision, maintenance, and 
upgrading of facilities and services for which the support is intended. 

On September 9, 2002, the South Dakota Public Utilities Commission (Commission) 
i eceived a filing from Dakota Community Telephone, Inc. (Company) regarding its Request 
for Certification Regarding its Use of Federal Universal Service Support. The purpose of 
this filing was to provide information constituting Company's plan for the use of its federal 
mversal service support and to otherwise verify that Company will use all federal 

h ReDO rt CC Docket No 96-45, CC Docket No. 00-256, Fourteent 
;n3 jrder. Twenty Se cond Order on Reconsideration. and Further 
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BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMlSSl rb NOCT 0 I 2007 
OF THE STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA 

1N THE MATTER OF THE REQUEST OF ) ORDER G 
DICKEY RURAL COMMUNICATIONS, INC. FOR ) CERTIFICATION 
CERTIFICATION REGARDING ITS USE OF ) 
FEDERAL UNIVERSAL SERVICE SUPPORT ) TC02-118 

On May 23, 2001, the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) released an 
Order concerning the federal universal service support mechanism for rural carriers.' This 
Order (hereafter referenced as the "Fourteenth Report and Order"), in part, codifies at 47 
§ C1.F.R. 54.314, a requirement for States to provide a certification regarding federal 
miversa1 service support that is received by rural incumbent local exchange carriers 
andlor eligible telecommunications carriers providing service in rural service areas. 
Pursuant to such rule, a state that desires rural carriers within its jurisdiction to receive 
future federal universal service support must file an annual certification with the FCC and 
:he Universal Service Administrative Company (USAC) stating that federal high cost 
s.upport provided to such carriers within that State will be used only for the provision, 
namtenance, and upgrading of facilities and services for which the support is intended. 
This certification requirement applies to various categories of federal universal service 
support, including support provided pursuant to 47 C.F.R. §§ 54.301, 54.305, andlor 
54.307, andlor 47 C.F.R. Part 36, Subpart F (high-cost loop support, local switching 
:;upport, safety net additive support, and safety valve support). Support provided under 
these FCC rule provisions will only be made available in the future if the State Commission 
files the requisite certification pursuant to 5 54.314. 

The certification required for rural carriers to receive federal universal support for 
all four quarters during calendar year 2002 is currently due to be filed with the FCC and 
iJSAC on or before October 1, 2002. The certification may be presented to these entities 
in the form of a letter from the State Commission. The letter must identify which carriers 
~n the state are eligible to receive federal support during the 12-month period and must 
certify that the carriers listed will only use the support for the provision, maintenance, and 
Lpgrading of facilities and services for which the support is intended. 

On September 3, 2002, the South Dakota Public Utilities Commission (Commission) 
received a filing from Dickey Rural Communications, Inc. (Company) regarding its Request 
for Certification Regarding its Use of Federal Universal Service Support. The purpose of 
this filing was to provide information constituting Company's plan for the use of its federal 
tmiversal service support and to otherwise verify that Company will use all federal 
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BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMdlS3ON 12002 \ 
OF THE STATE OF SOUTH DAKO 

IN THE MATTER OF THE REQUEST OF ) ORD 
DICKEY RURAL TELEPHONE COOPERATIVE j CERTIFICATION 
FOR CERTIFICATION REGARDING ITS USE ) 
OF FEDERAL UNIVERSAL SERVICE ) TCOZ-117 
SUPPORT 1 

On May 23, 2001, the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) released an 
Order concerning the federal universal service support mechanism for rural carriers.' This 
0-der (hereafter referenced as the "Fourteenth Report and Order"), in part, codifies at 47 
9 C;.F R. 54.314, a requirement for States to provide a certification regarding federal 
Jriiversal service support that is received by rural incumbent local exchange carriers 
andlor eligible telecommunications carriers providing service in rural service areas. 
Pursuant to such rule, a state that desires rural carriers within its jurisdiction to receive 
future federal universal service support must file an annual certification with the FCC and 
rhs Universal Service Administrative Company (USAC) stating that federal high cost 
support provided to such carriers within that State will be used only for the provision, 
naintenance, and upgrading of facilities and services for which the support is intended. 
This certification requirement applies to various categories of federal universal service 
support, including support provided pursuant to 47 C.F.R. §§ 54.301, 54.305, andlor 
54.307, andlor 47 C.F.R. Part 36, Subpart F (high-cost loop support, local switching 
;upport, safety net additive support, and safety valve support). Support provided under 
:hese FCC rule provisions will only be made available in the future if the State Commission 
'iles the requisite certification pursuant to § 54.314. 

The certification required for rural carriers to receive federal universal support for 
a11 four quarters during calendar year 2002 is currently due to be filed with the FCC and 
iJSAC on or before October 1, 2002. The certification may be presented to these entities 
i i  the form of a letter from the State Commission. The letter must identify which carriers 
,n !he state are eligible to receive federal support during the 12-month period and must 
certify that the carriers listed will only use the support for the provision, maintenance, and 
upgrading of facilities and services for which the support is intended. 

On September 3, 2002, the South Dakota Public Utilities Commission (Commission) 
rece!ved a filing from Dickey Rural Telephone Cooperative (Company) regarding its 
Yequest for Certification Regarding its Use of Federal Universal Service Support. The 
curpose of this filing was to provide information constituting Company's plan for the use 
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BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMM~SSWW 1 2002 1 
OF THE STATE OF SOUTH DAKO 

IN THE MATTER OF THE REQUEST OF ) 
GOLDEN WEST TELECOMMUNICATIONS j CERTIFICATION 
COOPERATIVE, INC. FOR CERTIFICATION ) 
REGARDING ITS USE OF FEDERAL ) TC02-141 
UNIVERSAL SERVICE SUPPORT 1 

On May 23, 2001, the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) released an 
,3rder concerning the federal universal service support mechanism for rural carriers.' This 
:3rder (hereafter referenced as the "Fourteenth Report and Order"), in part, codifies at 47 
; j  C F R 54.314, a requirement for States to provide a certification regarding federal 
:miversa1 service support that is received by rural incumbent local exchange carriers 
andior eligible telecommunications carriers providing service in rural service areas. 
Pursuant to such rule, a state that desires rural carriers within its jurisdiction to receive 
future federal universal service support must file an annual certification with the FCC and 
the Universal Service Administrative Company (USAC) stating that federal high cost 
support provided to such carriers within that State will be used only for the provision, 
inairitenance, and upgrading of facilities and services for which the support is intended. 
'his certification requirement applies to various categories of federal universal service 
suqiort, including support provided pursuant to 47 C.F.R. §§ 54.301, 54.305, andlor 
54 307. and/or 47 C.F.R. Part 36, Subpart F (high-cost loop support, local switching 
support, safety net additive support, and safety valve support). Support provided under 
trlese FCC rule provisions will only be made available in the future if the State Commission 
f,les the requisite certification pursuant to 5 54.314. 

The certification required for rural carriers to receive federal universal support for 
all four quarters during calendar year 2002 is currently due to be filed with the FCC and 
M A C  on or before October 1, 2002. The certification may be presented to these entities 
in the form of a letter from the State Commission, The letter must identify which carriers 
In the state are eligible to receive federal support during the 12-month period and must 
certify that the carriers listed will only use the support for the provision, maintenance, and 
upgrading of facilities and services for which the support is intended. 

On September 9, 2002, the South Dakota Public Utilities Commission (Commission) 
received a filing from Golden West Telecommunications Cooperative, Inc. (Company) 
regarding its Request for Certification Regarding its Use of Federal Universal Service 
Support The purpose of this filing was to provide information constituting Company's plan 
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0I:i 0 12002 
BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMI 

OF THE STATE OF SOUTH 
IN THE MATTER OF THE REQUEST OF ) ORDER GRANTING 
GREAT PLAINS COMMUNICATIONS, INC. FOR ) CERTIFICATION 
CERTIFICATION REGARDING ITS USE OF ) 
FEDERAL UNIVERSAL SERVICE SUPPORT ) TC02-129 

On May 23, 2001, the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) released an 
Order concerning the federal universal service support mechanism for rural carriers.' This 
Order (hereafter referenced as the "Fourteenth Report and Order"), in part, codifies at 47 
5 C F R. 54.314, a requirement for States to provide a certification regarding federal 
Ari\/ersal service support that is received by rural incumbent local exchange carriers 
ard/or eligible telecommunications carriers providing service in rural service areas. 
>ursuant to such rule, a state that desires rural carriers within its jurisdiction to receive 
wture federal universal service support must file an annual certification with the FCC and 
rhe Universal Service Administrative Company (USAC) stating that federal high cost 
support provided to such carriers within that State will be used only for the provision, 
maintenance, and upgrading of facilities and services for which the support is intended. 
This certification requirement applies to various categories of federal universal service 
support, including support provided pursuant to 47 C.F.R. 55 54.301, 54.305, and/or 
54 307, andlor 47 C.F.R. Part 36, Subpart F (high-cost loop support, local switching 
S U D P O ~ ~ ,  safety net additive support, and safety valve support). Support provided under 
these FCC rule provisions will only be made available in the future if the State Commission 
files the requisite certification pursuant to § 54.314. 

The certification required for rural carriers to receive federal universal support for 
all four quarters during calendar year 2002 is currently due to be filed with the FCC and 
(.)SAC on or before October 1 ,  2002. The certification may be presented to these entities 
ill the form of a letter from the State Commission. The letter must identify which carriers 
!ii the state are eligible to receive federal support during the 12-month period and must 
certify that the carriers listed will only use the support for the provision, maintenance, and 
Gpgrading of facilities and services for which the support is intended. 

On September 6, 2002, the South Dakota Public Utilities Commission (Commission) 
received a filing from Great Plains Communications, Inc. (Company) regarding its Request 
for Certification Regarding its Use of Federal Universal Service Support. The purpose of 
this filing was to provide information constituting Company's plan for the use of its federal 
uwersal sewice support and to otherwise verify that Company will use all federal 
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BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMlSS 
OF THE STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA 

IN THE MATTER OF THE REQUEST OF ) ORDER GRANTING 
HEARTLAND TELECOMMUNICATIONS ) CERTIFICATION 
COMPANY OF IOWA D/B/A HICKORY TECH ) 

REGARDING ITS USE OF FEDERAL ) 
UNIVERSAL SERVICE SUPPORT 1 

CORPORATION FOR CERTIFICATION ) TC02-132 

On May 23, 20C1, the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) released an 
Order concerning the federal universal service support mechanism for rural carriers.' This 
Order (hereafter referenced as the "Fourteenth Report and Order"), in part, codifies at 47 
5 C F R 54.314, a requirement for States to provide a certification regarding federal 
xiversa1 service support that is received by rural incumbent local exchange carriers 
aridlor eligible telecommunications carriers providing service in rural service areas. 
aursuant to such rule, a state that desires rural carriers within its jurisdiction to receive 
;uture federal universal service support must file an annual certification with the FCC and 
'he Universal Service Administrative Company (USAC) stating that federal high cost 
xpport provided to such carriers within that State will be used only for the provision, 
:maintenance, and upgrading of facilities and services for which the support is intended. 
rt-is certification requirement applies to various categories of federal universal service 
:;upport, including support provided pursuant to 47 C.F.R. 88 54.301, 54.305, and/or 
54.307, and/or 47 C.F.R. Part 36, Subpart F (high-cost loop support, local switching 
support, safety net additive support, and safety valve support). Support provided under 
ihese FCC rule provisions will only be made available in the future if the State Commission 
files the requisite certification pursuant to § 54.314. 

The certification required for rural carriers to receive federal universal support for 
all four quarters during calendar year 2002 is currently due to be filed with the FCC and 
!JSAC 3n or before October 1, 2002. The certification may be presented to these entities 
II !he form of a letter from the State Commission. The letter must identify which carriers 
;I :he state are eligible to receive federal support during the 12-month period and must 
certity that the carriers listed will only use the support for the provision, maintenance, and 
dpgrading of facilities and services for which the support is intended. 

3n  September 9, 2002, the South Dakota Public Utilities Commission (Commission) 
received a filing from Heartland Telecommunications Company of Iowa d/b/a Hickory Tech 
 ortio ti oration (Company) regarding its Request for Certification Regarding its Use of 
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BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMIS 
OF THE STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA 

ORDER G IN THE MATTER OF THE REQUEST OF ) 
INTERSTATE TELECOMMUNICATIONS ) C ERTl FI CAT10 N 
COOPERATIVE, INC. FOR CERTIFICATION ) 

UNIVERSAL SERVICE SUPPORT 1 
REGARDING ITS USE OF FEDERAL ) TCOZ-I 19 

On May 23, 2001, the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) released an 
Order concerning the federal universal service support mechanism for rural carriers.' This 
Order  hereafter referenced as the "Fourteenth Report and Order"), in part, codifies at 47 
(i ;S F R 54 314, a requirement for States to provide a certification regarding federal 
miversal service support that is received by rural incumbent local exchange carriers 
and/or eligible telecommunications carriers providing service in rural service areas. 
Pursuant to such rule, a state that desires rural carriers within its jurisdiction to receive 
fdture federal universal service support must file an annual certification with the FCC and 
tqe Universal Service Administrative Company (USAC) stating that federal high cost 
support provided to such carriers within that State will be used only for the provision, 
maintenance, and upgrading of facilities and services for which the support is intended. 
This certification requirement applies to various categories of federal universal service 
support, including support provided pursuant to 47 C.F.R. 54.301, 54.305, andlor 
54 307, andlor 47 C.F.R. Part 36, Subpart F (high-cost loop support, local switching 
support. safety net additive support, and safety valve support). Support provided under 
these FCC rule provisions will only be made available in the future if the State Commission 
files the requisite certification pursuant to 9 54.314. 

The certification required for rural carriers to receive federal universal support for 
all four quarters during calendar year 2002 is currently due to be filed with the FCC and 
USAC on or before October 1, 2002 The certification may be presented to these entities 
in the form of a letter from the State Commission. The letter must identify which carriers 
in the state are eligible to receive federal support during the 12-month period and must 
cartify that the carriers listed will only use the support for the provision, maintenance, and 
upgrading of facilities and services for which the support is intended. 

On September 3, 2002, the South Dakota Public Utilities Commission (Commission) 
received a filing from Interstate Telecommunications Cooperative, Inc. (Company) 
regarding its Request for Certification Regarding its Use of Federal Universal Service 
sqwort The purpose of this filing was to provide information constituting Company's plan 

:C Docket No. 96-45, ZC Docket No. 0 0 - 2 5 6 ,  Four teent h ReDort 
a,lc-Order. Twentv Second Orde r on Reconsideratlon. and Further 

- 4 5 ,  a n  d Report Natize Of PrODO sed Rulernakinu in CC Docket No. 96 
3rder in CC Dccket No. 0 0 - 2 5 6 ,  FCC 0 1 - 1 5 7 ,  R e l e a s e d  May 2 3 ,  

2 c 1  



BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSIW 
OF THE STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA 

ORDER IN THE MATTER OF THE REQUEST OF ) 

On September 9, 2002, the South Dakota Public Utilities Commission (Cornmission) 
received a filing from James Valley Cooperative Telephone Company (Company) 
regarding its Request for Certification Regarding its Use of Federal Universal Service 
Supporr The purpose of this filing was to provide information constituting Company's plan 
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BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMIS IO@ 
OF THE STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA m F ~ ~ - ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ O O M  

IN THE MATTER OF THE REQUEST OF ) ORDER GRANTING 
JEFFERSON TELEPHONE CO., INC. FOR ) CERTIFICATION 
CERTIFICATION REGARDING ITS USE OF ) 
FEDERAL UNIVERSAL SERVICE SUPPORT ) TC02-124 

On May 23, 2001, the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) released an 
Order concerning the federal universal service support mechanism for rural carriers.' This 
Oraer (hereafter referenced as the "Fourteenth Report and Order"), in part, codifies at 47 
§ C.F R.  54.314, a requirement for States to provide a certification regarding federal 
uiiversal service support that is received by rural incumbent local exchange carriers 
andlor eligible telecommunications carriers providing service in rural service areas. 
P:xsuant to such rule, a state that desires rural carriers within its jurisdiction to receive 
future federal universal service support must file an annual certification with the FCC and 
the Universal Service Administrative Company (USAC) stating that federal high cost 
support provided to such carriers within that State will be used only for the provision, 
maintenance, and upgrading of facilities and services for which the support is intended. 
This certification requirement applies to various categories of federal universal service 
support, including support provided pursuant to 47 C.F.R. § Q  54.301, 54.305, andlor 
54 ,307, and/or 47 C.F~R. Part 36, Subpart F (high-cost loop support, local switching 
sc;pport, safety net additive support, and safety valve support). Support provided under 
these FCC rule provisions will only be made available in the future if the State Commission 
'tles the requisite certification pursuant to § 54.314. 

The certification required for rural carriers to receive federal universal support for 
31; four quarters during calendar year 2002 is currently due to be filed with the FCC and 
JSAC on or before October 1, 2002. The certification may be presented to these entities 
In the form of a letter from the State Commission. The letter must identify which carriers 
#n the state are eligible to receive federal support during the 12-month period and must 
certify that the carriers listed will only use the support for the provision, maintenance, and 
upgrading of facilities and services for which the support is intended. 

On September 6, 2002, the South Dakota Public Utilities Commission (Commission) 
received a filing from Jefferson Telephone Co., Inc. (Company) regarding its Request for 
iktification Regarding its Use of Federal Universal Service Support. The purpose of this 
f i l i ig  was to provide information constituting Company's plan for the use of its federal 
mversal service support and to otherwise verify that Company Will use all federal 
.- _ _  
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BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMIS 
OF THE STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA 

IN THE MATTER OF THE REQUEST OF ) ORDER GRANTING 
KADOKA TELEPHONE COMPANY FOR ) CERTIFICATION 
CERTIFICATION REGARDING ITS USE OF ) 
FEDERAL UNIVERSAL SERVICE SUPPORT ) TC02-136 

On May 23, 2001, the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) released an 
Order concerning the federal universal service support mechanism for rural carriers.' This 
3rder (hereafter referenced as the "Fourteenth Report and Order"), in part, codifies at 47 
3 C.F R. 54.314, a requirement for States to provide a certification regarding federal 
Jfiiversal service support that is received by rural incumbent local exchange carriers 
,md/or eligible telecommunications carriers providing Service in rural service areas. 
"ursuant to such rule, a state that desires rural carriers within its jurisdiction to receive 
tuture federal universal service support must file an annual certification with the FCC and 
'he Universal Service Administrative Company (USAC) stating that federal high cost 
:;upport provided to such carriers within that State will be used only for the provision, 
naintenance, and upgrading of facilities and services for which the support is intended. 
This certification requirement applies to various categories of federal universal service 
support, including support provided pursuant to 47 C.F.R. $5 54.301, 54.305, andlor 
54 3 O i ,  and/or 47 C.F.R. Part 36, Subpart F (high-cost loop support, local switching 
support, safety net additive support, and safety valve support). Support provided under 
these FCC rule provisions will only be made available in the future if the State Commission 
ides the requisite certification pursuant to § 54.31 4. 

The certification required for rural carriers to receive federal universal support for 
all four quarters during calendar year 2002 is currently due to be filed with the FCC and 
iJSAC on or before October 1, 2002. The certification may be presented to these entities 
in the form of a letter from the State Commission. The letter must identify which carriers 
111 !he state are eligible to receive federal support during the 12-month period and must 
certify that the carriers listed will only use the support for the provision, maintenance, and 
upgrading of facilities and services for which the support is intended. 

On September 9, 2002, the South Dakota Public Utilities Commission (Commission) 
received a filing from Kadoka Telephone Company (Company) regarding its Request for 
Certification Regarding its Use of Federal Universal Service Support. The purpose of this 
filing was to provide information constituting Company's plan for the use of its federal 
uwersal service support and to otherwise verify that Company will use all federal 
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BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMlS?f low T 0 12002 
OF THE STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA 

IN THE MATTER OF THE REQUEST OF 1 ORDER 
KENNEBEC TELEPHONE COMPANY FOR j CERTIFICATION 
CERTIFICATION REGARDING ITS USE OF ) 
FEDERAL UNIVERSAL SERVICE SUPPORT TCOZ-114 

On May 23, 2001, the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) released an 
3rder concerning the federal universal service support mechanism for rural carriers.' This 
3rder :hereafter referenced as the "Fourteenth Report and Order"), in part, codifies at 47 
+ C F R. 54 314, a requirement for States to provide a certification regarding federal 
~r,iversal service support that is received by rural incumbent local exchange carriers 
andlor eligible telecommunications carriers providing Service in rural service areas. 
Pursuant to such rule, a state that desires rural carriers within its jurisdiction to receive 
futdre federal universal service support must file an annual certification with the FCC and 
!he Universal Service Administrative Company (USAC) stating that federal high cost 
support provided to such carriers within that State will be used only for the provision, 
maintenance, and upgrading of facilities and services for which the support is intended. 
This certification requirement applies to various categories of federal universal service 
support, including support provided pursuant to 47 C.F.R. 05 54.301, 54.305, andlor 
5 4  307, and/or 47 C.F.R. Part 36, Subpart F (high-cost loop support, local switching 
support, safety net additive support, and safety valve support). Support provided under 
these FCC rule provisions will only be made available in the future if the State Commission 
f les the requisite certification pursuant to § 54.314. 

The certification required for rural carriers to receive federal universal support for 
ijlI four quarters during calendar year 2002 is currently due to be filed with the FCC and 
USAC on or before October 1, 2002. The certification may be presented to these entities 
in the form of a letter from the State Commission. The letter must identify which carriers 
i r i  the state are eligible to receive federal support during the 12-month period and must 
certify that the carriers listed will only use the support for the provision, maintenance, and 
upgrading of facilities and services for which the support is intended. 

On August 30, 2002, the South Dakota Public Utilities Commission (Commission) 
received a filing from Kennebec Telephone Company (Company) regarding its Request 
for Certification Regarding its Use of Federal Universal Service Support. The purpose of 
this fiiing was to provide information constituting Company's plan for the use of its federal 
u:%versal service support and to otherwise verify that Company will use all federal 
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BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMIS IO? 
OF THE STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA 

8 Fc -MAILROOM I 
IN THE MATTER OF THE REQUEST OF ) ORDER GRANTING 
MCCOOK COOPERATIVE TELEPHONE ) CERTIFICATION 
COMPANY FOR CERTIFICATION REGARDING ) 

SUPPORT 1 
ITS USE OF FEDERAL UNIVERSAL SERVICE ) TC02-142 

On May 23, 2001, the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) released an 
Order concerning the federal universal service support mechanism for rural carriers.' This 
ilrder (hereafter referenced as the "Fourteenth Report and Order"), in part, codifies at 47 
{j Z F R 54.314, a requirement for States to provide a certification regarding federal 
.miversa1 service support that is received by rural incumbent local exchange carriers 
and/or eligible telecommunications carriers providing service in rural service areas. 
h rsuant  to such rule, a state that desires rural carriers within its jurisdiction to receive 
rutare federal universal service support must file an annual certification with the FCC and 
the Universal Service Administrative Company (USAC) stating that federal high cost 
support provided to such carriers within that State will be used only for the provision, 
maintenance, and upgrading of facilities and services for which the support is intended. 
This certification requirement applies to various categories of federal universal service 
support, including support provided pursuant to 47 C.F.R. §§ 54.301, 54.305, andlor 
54 307, and/or 47 C.F.R. Part 36, Subpart F (high-cost loop support, local switching 
~ ~ p p o r t ,  safety net additive support, and safety valve support). Support provided under 
these FCC rule provisions will only be made available in the future if the State Commission 
f les the requisite certification pursuant to 5 54.314. 

The certification required for rural carriers to receive federal universal support for 
611 !our quarters during calendar year 2002 is currently due to be filed with the FCC and 
ilSAC on or before October 1, 2002. The certification may be presented to these entities 
v i  the form of a letter from the State Commission. The letter must identify which carriers 
in the state are eligible to receive federal support during the 12-month period and must 
certify tnat the carriers listed will only use the support for the provision, maintenance, and 
upgrading of facilities and services for which the support is intended. 

On September 9, 2002, the South Dakota Public Utilities Commission (Commission) 
received a filing from McCook Cooperative Telephone Company (Company) regarding its 
Request for Certification Regarding its Use of Federal Universal Service Support. The 
pJroose of this filing was to provide information constituting Company's plan for the use 
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O C T  012002 
BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMIS 

OF THE STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA 
IN THE MATTER OF THE REQUEST OF ) ORDER GRANTING 
MIDSTATE COMMUNICATIONS, INC. FOR ) CERTIFICATION 
CERTIFICATION REGARDING ITS USE OF ) 
FEDERAL UNIVERSAL SERVICE SUPPORT ) TC02-143 

On May 23, 2001, the Federal Communications Cornmission (FCC) released an 
3raer concerning the federal universal service support mechanism for rural carriers.' This 
Order (hereafter referenced as the "Fourteenth Report and Order"), in part, codifies at 47 
5 C, F R. 54.314, a requirement for States to provide a certification regarding federal 
. ~ n  iversal service support that is received by rural incumbent local exchange carriers 
and/or eligible telecommunications carriers providing service in rural service areas. 
"ursuant to such rule, a state that desires rural carriers within its jurisdiction to receive 
'uture federal universal service support must file an annual certification with the FCC and 
-he Universal Service Administrative Company (USAC) stating that federal high cost 
:jbpDOTt provided to such carriers within that State will be used only for the provision, 
umntenance, and upgrading of facilities and services for which the support is intended. 
Vvs certification requirement applies to various categories of federal universal service 
support, including support provided pursuant to 47 C.F.R. 50 54.301, 54.305, andlor 
54 307. andlor 47 C.F.R. Part 36, Subpart F (high-cost loop support, local switching 
support, safety net additive support, and safety valve support). Support provided under 
these FCC rule provisions will only be made available in the future if the State Commission 
files the requisite certification pursuant to § 54.314. 

The certification required for rural carriers to receive federal universal support for 
all four quarters during calendar year 2002 is currently due to be filed with the FCC and 
LJSAC on or before October 1, 2002. The certification may be presented to these entities 
in the form of a letter from the State Commission. The letter must identify which carriers 
in the state are eligible to receive federal support during the 12-month period and must 
certify that the carriers listed will only use the support for the provision, maintenance, and 
upgrading of facilities and services for which the support is intended. 

On September 9, 2002, the South Dakota Public Utilities Commission (Commission) 
received a filing from Midstate Communications, Inc. (Company) regarding its Request for 
Certification Regarding its Use of Federal Universal Service Support. The purpose of this 
ft'ing was to provide information constituting Company's plan for the use of its federal 
uwersal service support and to otherwise verify that Company will use all federal 
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CT 0 1 2002 BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMIS 
OF THE STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA 

IN THE MATTER OF THE REQUEST OF ) ORDER GRANTING 
MOUNT RUSHMORE TELEPHONE COMPANY ) CERTIFICATION 
AND FORT RANDALL TELEPHONE COMPANY ) 

OF FEDERAL UNIVERSAL SERVICE ) 
FOR CERTIFICATION REGARDING THEIR USE ) TC02-122 

SUPPORT 1 

On May 23, 2001, the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) released an 
!3rder concerning the federal universal service support mechanism for rural carriers.' This 
3der  (hereafter referenced as the "Fourteenth Report and Order"), in part, codifies at 47 
-3 C F R. 54.314, a requirement for States to provide a certification regarding federal 
Jriversal service support that is received by rural incumbent local exchange carriers 
mdlor eligible telecommunications carriers providing service in rural service areas. 
Pursuant to such rule, a state that desires rural carriers within its jurisdiction to receive 
,'uture federal universal service support must file an annual certification with the FCC and 
!he Universal Service Administrative Company (USAC) stating that federal high cost 
!juppOrt provided to such carriers within that State will be used only for the provision, 
inaintenance, and upgrading of facilities and services for which the support is intended. 
.This certification requirement applies to various categories of federal universal service 
:;upport, including support provided pursuant to 47 C.F.R. Q§ 54.301, 54.305, andlor 
54 307. and/or 47 C.F.R. Part 36, Subpart F (high-cost loop support, local switching 
upport, safety net additive support, and safety valve support). Support provided under 
!hese FCC rule provisions will only be made available in the future if the State Commission 
files the requisite certification pursuant to Q 54.314. 

The certification required for rural carriers to receive federal universal support for 
all four quarters during calendar year 2002 is currently due to be filed with the FCC and 
iJSAC on or before October 1, 2002. The certification may be presented to these entities 

the form of a letter from the State Commission. The letter must identify which carriers 
111 :he state are eligible to receive federal support during the 12-month period and must 
certify that the carriers listed will only use the support for the provision, maintenance, and 
upgrading of facilities and services for which the support is intended. 

On September 5, 2002, the South Dakota Public Utilities Commission (Commission) 
received a filing from Mount Rushmore Telephone Company and Fort Randall Telephone 
C'ovpany (Company) regarding their Request for Certification Regarding their Use of 
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BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMlVlS~Q&- MAILROOM i 
OF THE STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA 

IN THE MATTER OF THE REQUEST OF RED ) 
RIVER TELECOM, INC. FOR CERTIFICATION ) 
REGARDING ITS USE OF FEDERAL ) 
UNIVERSAL SERVICE SUPPORT 1 

ORDER GRANTING 
C E RTI FI CAT10 N 

TC02-134 

On May 23, 2001, the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) released an 
Order concerning the federal universal service support mechanism for rural carriers.' This 
Ower (hereafter referenced as the "Fourteenth Report and Order"), in part, codifies at 47 
3 C,.F R. 54.314, a requirement for States to provide a certification regarding federal 
miversal service support that is received by rural incumbent local exchange carriers 
andlor eligible telecommunications carriers providing service in rural service areas. 
"ursuant to such rule, a state that desires rural carriers within its jurisdiction to receive 
Uure federal universal service support must file an annual certification with the FCC and 
the Universal Service Administrative Company (USAC) stating that federal high cost 
s~pport provided to such carriers within that State will be used only for the provision, 
naintenance, and upgrading of facilities and services for which the support is intended. 
This certification requirement applies to various categories of federal universal service 
s~pport, including support provided pursuant to 47 C.F.R. §§ 54.301, 54.305, andlor 
54~307, andlor 47 C.F.R. Part 36, Subpart F (high-cost loop support, local switching 
slipport, safety net additive support, and safety valve support). Support provided under 
3ese FCC rule provisions will only be made available in the future if the State Commission 
'iles the requisite certification pursuant to § 54.314. 

The certification required for rural carriers to receive federal universal support for 
,31i four quarters during calendar year 2002 is currently due to be filed with the FCC and 
IJSAC on or before October 1. 2002. The certification may be presented to these entities 

the form of a letter from the State Commission. The letter must identify which carriers 
19  the state are eligible to receive federal support during the 12-month period and must 
certify that the carriers listed will only use the support for the provision, maintenance, and 
iJpgrading of facilities and services for which the support is intended. 

On September 9, 2002, the South Dakota Public Utilities Cornmission (Commission) 
received a filing from Red River Telecom, Inc. (Company) regarding its Request for 
Certification Regarding its Use of Federal Universal Service Support. The purpose of this 
filing was to provide information constituting Company's plan for the use of its federal 
:.mersa1 service support and to otherwise verify that Company will use all federal 
. -~.I -. 
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BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMh)IS$@M 12002 
OF THE STATE OF SOUTH DAKO A 

ORD ~ O O M  i 
IN THE MATTER OF THE REQUEST OF ) 
ROBERTS COUNTY TELEPHONE j CERTIFICATION 
COOPERATIVE ASSOCIATION AND RC ) 

CERTIFICATION REGARDING THEIR USE OF ) 
FEDERAL UNIVERSAL SERVICE SUPPORT ) 

COMMUNICATIONS, INC. F O R  ) TCOZ-144 

On May 23, 2001, the Federal Communications Cornmission (FCC) released an 
31 der concerning the federal universal service support mechanism for rural carriers.' This 
.3rder (hereafter referenced as the "Fourteenth Report and Order"), in part, codifies at 47 
5 C F R. 54.314, a requirement for States to provide a certification regarding federal 
mversal  service support that is received by rural incumbent local exchange carriers 
,and/or eligible telecommunications carriers providing service in rural service areas. 
,%rsuant to such rule, a state that desires rural carriers within its jurisdiction to receive 
{uture federal universal service support must file an annual certification with the FCC and 
1 he Universal Service Administrative Company (USAC) stating that federal high cost 
!;upport provided to such carriers within that State will be used only for the provision, 
!maintenance, and upgrading of facilities and services for which the support is intended. 
%is certification requirement applies to various categories of federal universal service 
iiupport, including support provided pursuant to 47 C.F.R. §§ 54.301, 54.305, andlor 
54,307, and/or 47 C.F.R. Part 36, Subpart F (high-cost loop support, local switching 
support, safety net additive support, and safety valve support). Support provided under 
these FCC rule provisions will only be made available in the future if the State Commission 
Yes the requisite certification pursuant to § 54.314. 

The certification required for rural carriers to receive federal universal support for 
all four quarters during calendar year 2002 is currently due to be filed with the FCC and 
iJSAC on or before October 1, 2002. The certification may be presented to these entities 
i i l  the form of a letter from the State Cornmission. The letter must identify which carriers 
11 :he state are eligible to receive federal support during the 12-month period and must 
certify that the carriers listed will only use the support for the provision, maintenance, and 
Lipgrading of facilities and services for which the support is intended. 

3n  September 9, 2002, the South Dakota Public Utilities Commission (Commission) 
rxe ived a filing from Roberts County Telephone Cooperative Association and RC 
Communications, Inc. (Company) regarding their Request for Certification Regarding their 
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BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES 
OF THE STATE OF SOUTH 

IN THE MATTER OF THE REQUEST OF RT 
COMMUNICATIONS, INC.  F O R  ) CERTIFICATION 
CERTIFICATION REGARDING ITS USE OF 

) 

) 

ORDER GRANTING 

FEDERAL UNIVERSAL SERVICE SUPPORT ) TC02-145 

On May 23, 2001, the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) released an 
3der  concerning the federal universal service support mechanism for rural carriers.' This 
3rder (hereafter referenced as the "Fourteenth Report and Order"), in part, codifies at 47 
4 C F R.  54.314, a requirement for States to provide a certification regarding federal 
x!iversal service support that is received by rural incumbent local exchange carriers 
r d / o r  eligible telecommunications carriers providing service in rural service areas. 
i'ursuant to such rule, a state that desires rural carriers within its jurisdiction to receive 
'iuture federal universal service support must file an annual certification with the FCC and 
!he Universal Service Administrative Company (USAC) stating that federal high cost 
:;uoport provided to such carriers within that State will be used only for the provision, 
irlaintenance, and upgrading of facilities and services for which the support is intended. 
''his certification requirement applies to various categories of federal universal service 
support, including support provided pursuant to 47 C.F.R. §Q 54.301, 54.305, andlor 
54 307, and/or 47 C.F.R. Part 36, Subpart F (high-cost loop support, local switching 
support safety net additive support, and safety valve support). Support provided under 
!iese FCC rule provisions will only be made available in the future if the State Commission 
f:les the requisite certification pursuant to 3 54.314. 

The certification required for rural carriers to receive federal universal support for 
clll four quarters during calendar year 2002 is currently due to be filed with the FCC and 
USAC on or before October 1, 2002 The certification may be presented to these entities 
in t i e  form of a letter from the State Commission. The letter must identify which carriers 
in ihe state are eligible to receive federal support during the 12-month period and must 
cmib that the carriers listed will only use the support for the provision, maintenance, and 
mgrading of facilities and services for which the support is intended. 

On September 9, 2002, the South Dakota Public Utilities Commission (Commission) 
received a filing from RT Communications, Inc. (Company) regarding its Request for 
Certification Regarding its Use of Federal Universal Service Support. The purpose of this 
fiiing was to provide information constituting Company's plan for the use of its federal 
wive-sal service support and to otherwise verify that Company will use all federal 
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[--- 
BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISQIORCT 0 12002 

ORDER G 

OF THE STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA 
IN THE MATTER OF THE REQUEST OF ) 
SANTEL COMMUNICATIONS COOPERATIVE, ) CERTIFICATION 
INC, FOR CERTIFICATION REGARDING ITS ) 

SUPPORT 1 
USE OF FEDERAL UNIVERSAL SERVICE ) TC02-128 

On May 23, 2001, the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) released an 
Order concerning the federal universal service support mechanism for rural carriers.' This 
3rder (hereafter referenced as the "Fourteenth Report and Order"), in part, codifies at 47 
5 C F R.  54.314, a requirement for States to provide a certification regarding federal 
miversal service support that is received by rural incumbent local exchange carriers 
srdlor eligible telecommunications carriers providing service in rural service areas. 
aursuant to such rule, a state that desires rural carriers within its jurisdiction to receive 
'uture federal universal service support must file an annual certification with the FCC and 
' h e  Universal Service Administrative Company (USAC) stating that federal high cost 
st~poort provided to such carriers within that State will be used only for the provision, 
,maintenance, and upgrading of facilities and services for which the support is intended. 
'This certification requirement applies to various categories of federal universal service 
:;upport, including support provided pursuant to 47 C.F.R. §§ 54.301, 54.305, and/or 
'54.307, andlor 47 C.F~R. Part 36, Subpart F (high-cost loop support, local switching 
,WppOrt, safety net additive support, and safety valve support). Support provided under 
lhese FCC rule provisions will only be made available in the future if the State Commission 
iVes the requisite certification pursuant to § 54.314. 

The certification required for rural carriers to receive federal universal support for 
all four quarters during calendar year 2002 is currently due to be filed with the FCC and 
iJSAC on or before October 1, 2002. The certification may be presented to these entities 
i? the form of a letter from the State Commission. The letter must identify which carriers 
i i  the state are eligible to receive federal support during the 12-month period and must 
:;ertify that the carriers listed will only use the support for the provision, maintenance, and 
iipgraaing of facilities and services for which the support is intended. 

On September 6, 2002, the South Dakota Public Utilities Commission (Commission) 
received a filing from Santel Communications Cooperative, Inc. (Company) regarding its 
Request for Certification Regarding its Use of Federal Universal Service Support. The 
wrpose of this filing was to provide information constituting Company's plan for the use 
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BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMIS 9 I ?& - MAILROOM I 
OF THE STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA 

IN THE MATTER OF THE REQUEST OF SIOUX ) 
VALLEY TELEPHONE COMPANY FOR ) CERTIFICATION 
CERTIFICATION REGARDING ITS USE OF ) 

ORDER GRANTING 

FEDERAL UNIVERSAL SERVICE SUPPORT ) TC02-146 

On May 23, 2001, the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) released an 
Oraer concerning the federal universal service support mechanism for rural carriers.' This 
Order (hereafter referenced as the "Fourteenth Report and Order"), in part, codifies at 47 
yj C F R. 54.314, a requirement for States to provide a certification regarding federal 
dniversal service support that is received by rural incumbent local exchange carriers 
andlor eligible telecommunications carriers providing service in rural service areas. 
Pursuant to such rule, a state that desires rural carriers within its jurisdiction to receive 
fu:ure federal universal service support must file an annual certification with the FCC and 
ihe Universal Service Administrative Company (USAC) stating that federal high cost 
s~pport provided to such carriers within that State will be used only for the provision, 
naintenance, and upgrading of facilities and services for which the support is intended. 
Tbis certification requirement applies to various categories of federal universal service 
,iuppOrt, including support provided pursuant to 47 C.F.R. 55 54.301, 54.305, andlor 
,W 307, and/or 47 C.F.R. Part 36, Subpart F (high-cost loop support, local switching 
!jUppOrt, safety net additive support, and safety valve support). Support provided under 
Ihese FCC rule provisions will only be made available in the future if the State Commission 
tiles the requisite certification pursuant to fj 54.314. 

The certification required for rural carriers to receive federal universal support for 
all four quarters during calendar year 2002 is currently due to be filed with the FCC and 
iJSAC on or before October 1, 2002. The Certification may be presented to these entities 
!I the form of a letter from the State Commission. The letter must identify which carriers 
!I 'he state are eligible to receive federal support during the 12-month period and must 
c:ertify that the carriers listed will only use the support for the provision, maintenance, and 
Spgrading of facilities and services for which the support is intended. 

On September 9, 2002, the South Dakota Public Utilities Commission (Commission) 
received a filing from Sioux Valley Telephone Company (Company) regarding its Request 
for Certification Regarding its Use of Federal Universal Service Support. The purpose of 
this filing was to provide information constituting Company's plan for the use of its federal 
uwersal service support and to otherwise verify that Company will use all federal 
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BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMI~SICN 0 1 2002 I 
OF THE STATE OF SOUTH DAKOT k i v l l , O O M  I 

IN THE MATTER OF THE REQUEST OF ) ORDE 
SPLITROCK TELECOM COOPERATIVE, INC. ) CERTIFICATION 
AND SPLITROCK PROPERTIES, INC. FOR ) 

FEDERAL UNIVERSAL SERVICE SUPPORT ) 
CERTIFICATION REGARDING THEIR USE OF ) TC02-127 

On May 23, 2001, the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) released an 
3:der concerning the federal universal service support mechanism for rural carriers.' This 
3rder (hereafter referenced as the "Fourteenth Report and Order"), in part, codifies at 47 
5 C . F  R 54.314, a requirement for States to provide a certification regarding federal 
.~niversal service support that is received by rural incumbent local exchange carriers 
and/or eligible telecommunications carriers providing service in rural service areas, 
"ursuant to such rule, a state that desires rural carriers within its jurisdiction to receive 
+&re federal universal service support must file an annual certification with the FCC and 
:he Universal Service Administrative Company (USAC) stating that federal high cost 
jiipport provided to such carriers within that State will be used only for the provision, 
naintenance, and upgrading of facilities and services for which the support is intended. 
This certification requirement applies to various categories of federal universal service 
;upport, including support provided pursuant to 47 C.F.R. §§ 54.301, 54.305, andlor 
'9 307, andlor 47 C.F R. Part 36, Subpart F (high-cost loop support, local switching 
jlipport, safety net additive support, and safety valve support). Support provided under 
.:hese FCC rule provisions will only be made available in the future if the State Commission 
"iles the requisite certification pursuant to 0 54.314. 

The certification required for rural carriers to receive federal universal support for 
;AII four quarters during calendar year 2002 is currently due to be filed with the FCC and 
iJSAC on or before October 1 ~ 2002. The certification may be presented to these entities 
~n the form of a letter from the State Commission. The letter must identify which carriers 
;I the state are eligible to receive federal support during the 12-month period and must 
!.:ertify that the carriers listed will only use the support for the provision, maintenance, and 
dpgrading of facilities and services for which the support is intended. 

On September 6, 2002, the South Dakota Public Utilities Commission (Commission) 
received a filing from Splitrock Telecom Cooperative, Inc. and Splitrock Properties, Inc. 
:Company) regarding their Request for Certification Regarding their Use of Federal 
!Jricersal Service Support. The purpose of this filing was to provide IflfOrmaIIOfl 
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BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES 
OF THE STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA 

1M THE MATTER OF THE REQUEST OF ) ORDER G 

COMPANY FOR CERTIFICATION REGARDING ) 
STOCKHOLM-STRANDBURG TELEPHONE ) 

ITS USE OF FEDERAL UNIVERSAL SERVICE ) TC02-147 
SUPPORT 1 

On May 23: 2001, the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) released an 
Ower concerning the federal universal service support mechanism for rural carriers.' This 
Oraer (hereafter referenced as the "Fourteenth Report and Order"), in part, codifies at 47 
9 C F R. 54.314, a requirement for States to provide a certification regarding federal 
JI11 Jersal service support that is received by rural incumbent local exchange carriers 
analor eligible telecommunications carriers providing service in rural service areas. 
Pursuant to such rule, a state that desires rural carriers within its jurisdiction to receive 
future federal universal service support must file an annual certification with the FCC and 
the Universal Service Administrative Company (USAC) stating that federal high cost 
support provided to such carriers within that State will be used only for the provision, 
naintenance, and upgrading of facilities and services for which the support is intended. 
This certification requirement applies to various categories of federal universal service 
sbpport, including support provided pursuant to 47 C.F.R. 55 54.301, 54.305, andlor 
54 307, andlor 47 C.F R. Part 36, Subpart F (high-cost loop support, local switching 
support, safety net additive support, and safety valve support). Support provided under 
:hese FCC rule provisions will only be made available in the future if the State Commission 
files the requisite certification pursuant to !j 54.314. 

The certification required for rural carriers to .receive federal universal support for 
all four quarters during calendar year 2002 is currently due to be filed with the FCC and 
i J S X  on or before October 1, 2002. The certification may be presented to these entities 
13 'he form of a letter from the State Commission. The letter must identify which carriers 
;c1 !he state are eligible to receive federal support during the 12-month period and must 
certify that the carriers listed will only use the support for the provision, maintenance, and 
apgraaing of facilities and services for which the support is intended. 

On September 9, 2002, the South Dakota Public Utilities Commission (Commission) 
rece:ved a filing from Stockholm-Strandburg Telephone Company (Company) regarding 
1:s Request for Certification Regarding its Use of Federal Universal Service Support. The 
purDose of this filing was to provide information constituting Company's plan for the use 
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BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSJOW 0 12002 
FCC - MAILROOM 

OF THE STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA 1 
IN THE MATTER OF THE REQUEST OF ) ORDER G V  
THREE RIVER TELCO FOR CERTIFICATION ) CERTIFICATION 
REGARDING ITS USE OF FEDERAL ) 
UNIVERSAL SERVICE SUPPORT 1 TC02-158 

On May 23, 2001, the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) released an 
Drder concerning the federal universal service support mechanism for rural carriers.' This 
Order (hereafter referenced as the "Fourteenth Report and Order"), in part, codifies at 47 
5 C F R.  54.314, a requirement for States to provide a certification regarding federal 
mversal service support that is received by rural incumbent local exchange carriers 
andlor eligible telecommunications carriers providing service in rural service areas. 
pursuant to such rule, a state that desires rural carriers within its jurisdiction to receive 
<u:ure federal universal service support must file an annual certification with the FCC and 
:he Universal Service Administrative Company (USAC) stating that federal high cost 
slipport provided to such carriers within that State will be used only for the provision, 
naintenance, and upgrading of facilities and services for which the support is intended. 
This certification requirement applies to various categories of federal universal service 
support, including support provided pursuant to 47 C.F.R. 50 54.301, 54.305, andlor 
54.307: and/or 47 C.F.R. Part 36, Subpart F (high-cost loop support, local switching 
support, safety net additive support, and safety valve support). Support provided under 
ihese FCC rule provisions will only be made available in the future if the State Commission 
"iles' the requisite certification pursuant to 5 54.314. 

The certification required for rural carriers to receive federal universal support for 
al! f o u r  quarters during calendar year 2002 is currently due to be filed with the FCC and 
1JSAC on or before October 1, 2002. The certification may be presented to these entities 
, n  the form of a letter from the State Cornmission. The letter must identify which carriers 
in the state are eligible to receive federal support during the 12-month period and must 
certify that the carriers listed will only use the support for the provision, maintenance, and 
[ipgrading of facilities and services for which the support is intended. 

On September 13, 2002, the South Dakota Public Utilities Commission 
i Cornmission) received a filing from Three River Telco (Company) regarding its Request 
!or Certification Regarding its Use of Federal Universal Service Support. The purpose of 
this filing was to provide information constituting Company's plan for the use of its federal 
mversal service support and to otherwise verify that Company will use all federal 
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BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSIPN r1i.T 0 12002 
OF THE STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA b~ AILROOM 

IN THE MATTER OF THE REQUEST OF TRI- ) 
COUNTY TELCOM, INC. FOR CERTIFICATION ) CERTIFICATION 
REGARDING ITS USE OF FEDERAL ) 

ORDER G 

UNIVERSAL SERVICE SUPPORT 1 TC02-149 

On May 23, 2001, the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) released an 
Orcjer concerning the federal universal service support mechanism for rural carriers.' This 
Order (hereafter referenced as the "Fourteenth Report and Order"), in part, codifies at 47 
§ (;.F.R. 54.314, a requirement for States to provide a certification regarding federal 
miversal service support that is received by rural incumbent local exchange carriers 
aridlor eligible telecommunications carriers providing service in rural service areas. 
Pursuant to such rule, a state that desires rural carriers within its jurisdiction to receive 
future federal universal service support must file an annual certification with the FCC and 
the Universal Service Administrative Company (USAC) stating that federal high cost 
support provided to such carriers within that State will be used only for the provision, 
mairltenance, and upgrading of facilities and services for which the support is intended. 
This certification requirement applies to various categories of federal universal service 
support, including support provided pursuant to 47 C.F.R. 90 54.301, 54.305, andlor 
54,307, andlor 47 C.F.R. Part 36, Subpart F (high-cost loop support, local switching 
support, safety net additive support, and safety valve support). Support provided under 
:hese FCC rule provisions will only be made available in the future if the State Commission 

the requisite certification pursuant to § 54.314. 

The certification required for rural carriers to receive federal universal support for 
all ftwr quarters during calendar year 2002 is currently due to be filed with the FCC and 
!JSAC on or before October 1, 2002. The certification may be presented to these entities 
In :he form of a letter from the State Commission. The letter must identify which carriers 
in tPe state are eligible to receive federal support during the 12-month period and must 
certify that the carriers listed will only use the support for the provision, maintenance, and 
upgrading of facilities and services for which the support is intended. 

On September 9, 2002, the South Dakota Public Utilities Commission (Commission) 
received a filing from Tri-County Telcom, Inc. (Company) regarding its Request for 
Certification Regarding its Use of Federal Universal Service Support. The purpose of this 
filing was to provide information constituting Company's plan for the use of its federal 
mversal service support and to otherwise verify that Company will use all federal 

rt CC Docket No. 96-45, CC Docket No. 00-256, Fourt eenth Revo 
- =&Yrder. Twentv Se cond Order on Reconsideration. and Further 
Norice of Proposed Rulemakina in CC Docket No. 96-45. and Relsort 
and Crder in CC Docket No. 00-256, FCC 01-157, Released May 23, 
? 3 r  3 .  



BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISS b NOCl 0 12002 
OF THE STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA 

IN THE MATER OF THE REQUEST OF UNION ) ORDER G 
TELEPHONE COMPANY FOR CERTIFICATION ) CERTIFICATION 
REGARDING ITS USE OF FEDERAL ) 
UNIVERSAL SERVICE SUPPORT 1 TC02-137 

On May 23, 2001, the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) released an 
3.der Goncerning the federal universal service support mechanism for rural carriers.' This 
3rder (hereafter referenced as the "Fourteenth Report and Order"), in part, codifies at 47 
3 C F R. 54.314, a requirement for States to provide a certification regarding federal 
mversal service support that is received by rural incumbent local exchange carriers 
md/o i  eligible telecommunications carriers providing service in rural service areas. 
%rsuant to such rule, a state that desires rural carriers within its jurisdiction to receive 
'uture federal universal service support must file an annual certification with the FCC and 
.,he Universal Service Administrative Company (USAC) stating that federal high cost 
S U P O O ~  provided to such carriers within that State will be used only for the provision, 
'naintenance, and upgrading of facilities and services for which the support is intended. 
This certification requirement applies to various categories of federal universal service 
support, including support provided pursuant to 47 C.F.R. 39 54.301, 54.305, andlor 
54 307, andlor 47 C.F.R. Part 36, Subpart F (high-cost loop support, local switching 
support, safety net additive support, and safety valve support). Support provided under 
!hese FCC rule provisions will only be made available in the future if the State Commission 
files the requisite certification pursuant to § 54.314. 

The certification required for rural carriers to receive federal universal support for 
all four quarters during calendar year 2002 is currently due to be filed with the FCC and 
IJSAC on or before October 1, 2002. The certification may be presented to these entities 
In :he form of a letter from the State Commission. The letter must identify which carriers 
11 :he state are eligible to receive federal support during the 12-month period and must 
certify that the carriers listed will only use the support for the provision, maintenance, and 
;;pgrading of facilities and services for which the support is intended. 

On September 9, 2002, the South Dakota Public Utilities Commission (Commission) 
'?ce ved a filing from Union Telephone Company (Company) regarding its Request for 
Leflification Regarding its Use of Federal Universal Service Support. The purpose of this 
filinE was to provide information constituting Company's plan for the use of its federal 
uwersal  service support and to otherwise verify that Company will use all federal 
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BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSIOW 0 1 2002 I 
V A L L E Y  TELECOM M U NlCATlONS ) CERTIFICATION 
COOPERATIVE ASSOCIATION, INC. FOR ) 

FEDERAL UNIVERSAL SERVICE SUPPORT ) 
CERTIFICATION REGARDING ITS USE OF ) TCOZ-150 

On May 23, 2001, the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) released an 
Oroer concerning the federal universal service support mechanism for rural carriers.' This 
Oraer (hereafter referenced as the "Fourteenth Report and Order"), in part, codifies at 47 
9 C . F  R.  54.314, a requirement for States to provide a certification regarding federal 
mversal  service support that is received by rural incumbent local exchange carriers 
analo: eligible telecommunications carriers providing service in rural service areas. 
P~~rsuant  to such rule, a state that desires rural carriers within its jurisdiction to receive 
future federal universal service support must file an annual certification with the FCC and 
:he Universal Service Administrative Company (USAC) stating that federal high cost 
support provided to such carriers within that State will be used only for the provision, 
maintenance, and upgrading of facilities and services for which the support is intended. 
This certification requirement applies to various categories of federal universal service 
support, including support provided pursuant to 47 C.F.R. 55 54.301, 54.305, and/or 
54.307, andlor 47 C.F R. Part 36, Subpart F (high-cost loop support, local switching 
supoort, safety net additive support and safety valve support). Support provided under 
these FCC rule provisions will only be made available in the future if the State Commission 
files the requisite certification pursuant to 5 54.314. 

The certification required for rural carriers to receive federal universal support for 
,311 four quarters during calendar year 2002 is currently due to be filed with the FCC and 
JSAC on or before October 1 ,  2002. The certification may be presented to these entities 
n the form of a letter from the State Commission. The letter must identify which carriers 
n the state are eligible to receive federal support during the 12-month period and must 
,:erbfy that the carriers listed will only use the support for the provision, maintenance, and 
:+grading of facilities and services for which the support is intended. 

On September 9, 2002, the South Dakota Public Utilities Commission (Commission) 
I-ecsived a filing from Valley Telecommunications Cooperative Association, Inc. (Company) 
:egarding its Request for Certification Regarding its Use of Federal Universal Service 
S~poort .  The purpose of this filing was to provide information constituting Company's plan 
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BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMIS 
OF THE STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA 

IN THE MATTER OF THE REQUEST OF ) 
WESTERN TELEPHONE COMPANY FOR ) 
CERTIFICATION REGARDING ITS USE OF ) 
FEDERAL UNIVERSAL SERVICE SUPPORT ) TCOZ-125 

On May 23, 2001 ~ the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) released an 
Order concerning the federal universal service support mechanism for rural carriers.' This 
Order (hereafter referenced as the "Fourteenth Report and Order"), in part, codifies at 47 
§ C.F.R. 54.314, a requirement for States to provide a certification regarding federal 
universal service support that is received by rural incumbent local exchange carriers 
and/or eligible telecommunications carriers providing service in rural service areas, 
Pursuant to such rule, a state that desires rural carriers within its jurisdiction to receive 
future federal universal service support must file an annual certification with the FCC and 
the Universal Service Administrative Company (USAC) stating that federal high cost 
support provided to such carriers within that State will be used only for the provision, 
maintenance, and upgrading of facilities and services for which the support is intended. 
This certification requirement applies to various categories of federal universal service 
support, including support provided pursuant to 47 C.F.R. §§ 54.301, 54.305, and/or 
54.307, and/or 47 C.F.R. Part 36, Subpart F (high-cost loop support, local switching 
support, safety net additive support, and safety valve support). Support provided under 
these FCC rule provisions will only be made available in the future if the State Commission 
files the requisite certification pursuant to 5 54.314. 

The certification required for rural carriers to receive federal universal support for 
all four quarters during calendar year 2002 is currently due to be filed with the FCC and 
USAC on or before October 1, 2002. The certification may be presented to these entities 
in the form of a letter from the State Commission. The letter must identify which carriers 
in the state are eligible to receive federal support during the 12-month period and must 
certify that the carriers listed will only use the support for the provision, maintenance, and 
upgrading of facilities and services for which the support is intended. 

On September 6, 2002, the South Dakota Public Utilities Commission (Commission) 
received a filing from Western Telephone Company (Company) regarding its Request for 
Certification Regarding its Use of Federal Universal Service Support. The purpose of this 
filing was to provide information constituting Company's plan for the use of its federal 
universal service support and to otherwise verify that Company will use all federal 
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BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMI 
OF THE STATE OF SOUTH 

IN THE MATTER OF THE REQUEST OF ) ORDER 
VALLEY TELEPHONE COMPANY FOR ) CERTIFICATION 
CERTIFICATION REGARDING ITS USE OF ) 
FEDERAL UNIVERSAL SERVICE SUPPORT ) TC02-126 

On May 23, 2001, the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) released an 
Order concerning the federal universal service support mechanism for rural carriers.' This 
Order (hereafter referenced as the "Fourteenth Report and Order"), in part, codifies at 47 
§ C.F.R. 54.314, a requirement for States to provide a certification regarding federal 
universal service support that is received by rural incumbent local exchange carriers 
andlor eligible telecommunications carriers providing service in rural service areas. 
Pursuant to such rule, a state that desires rural carriers within its jurisdiction to receive 
future federal universal service support must file an annual certification with the FCC and 
the Universal Service Administrative Company (USAC) stating that federal high cost 
support provided to such carriers within that State will be used only for the provision, 
maintenance, and upgrading of facilities and services for which the support is intended. 
This certification requirement applies to various categories of federal universal service 
support, including support provided pursuant to 47 C.F.R. Q§ 54.301. 54.305, andlor 
54.307, andlor 47 C.F.R. Part 36, Subpart F (high-cost loop support, local switching 
support, safety net additive support, and safety valve support). Support provided under 
these FCC rule provisions will only be made available in the future if the State Commission 
files the requisite certification pursuant to § 54.314. 

The certification required for rural carriers to receive federal universal support for 
all four quarters during calendar year 2002 is currently due to be filed with the FCC and 
USAC on or before October 1, 2002. The certification may be presented to these entities 
in the form of a letter from the State Commission. The letter must identify which carriers 
in the state are eligible to receive federal support during the 12-month period and must 
certify that the carriers listed will only use the support for the provision, maintenance, and 
upgrading of facilities and services for which the support is intended. 

On September 6, 2002, the South Dakota Public Utilities Commission (Commission) 
received a filing from Valley Telephone Company (Company) regarding its Request for 
Certification Regarding its Use of Federal Universal Service Support. The purpose of this 
filing was to provide information constituting Company's plan for the use of its federal 
universal service support and to otherwise verify that Company will use all federal 
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BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSI~N ~ l ~ ' ~  0 12002 

IN THE MATTER OF THE REQUEST OF ) ORDER Gd- 
VIVIAN TELEPHONE COMPANY D/B/A ) CERTIFICATION 
GOLDEN WEST COMMUNICATIONS, INC. FOR ) 

FEDERAL UNIVERSAL SERVICE SUPPORT ) 
CERTIFICATION REGARDING ITS USE OF ) TC02-151 

On May 23, 2001, the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) released an 
Order concerning the federal universal service support mechanism for rural carriers.' This 
Order (hereafter referenced as the "Fourteenth Report and Order"), in part, codifies at 47 
§ C.F.R. 54.314, a requirement for States to provide a certification regarding federal 
universal service support that is received by rural incumbent local exchange carriers 
andlor eligible telecommunications carriers providing service in rural service areas. 
Pursuant to such rule, a state that desires rural carriers within its jurisdiction to receive 
future federal universal service support must file an annual certification with the FCC and 
the Universal Service Administrative Company (USAC) stating that federal high cost 
support provided to such carriers within that State will be used only for the provision, 
maintenance, and upgrading of facilities and services for which the support is intended. 
This certification requirement applies to various categories of federal universal service 
support, including support provided pursuant to 47 C.F.R. 3s 54.301, 54.305, andlor 
54.307, andlor 47 C.F.R. Part 36, Subpart F (high-cost loop support, local switching 
support, safety net additive support, and safety valve support). Support provided under 
these FCC mle provisions will only be made available in the future if the State Commission 
files the requisite certification pursuant to § 54.314. 

The certification required for rural carriers to receive federal universal support for 
all four quarters during calendar year 2002 is currently due to be filed with the FCC and 
USAC on or before October 1, 2002. The certification may be presented to these entities 
in the form of a letter from the State Commission. The letter must identify which carriers 
in the state are eligible to receive federal support during the 12-month period and must 
certrfy that the carriers listed will only use the support for the provision, maintenance, and 
upgrading of facilities and services for which the support is intended. 

On September 9, 2002, the South Dakota Public Utilities Commission (Commission) 
received a filing from Vivian Telephone Company dlbla Golden West Communications, 
Inc. (Company) regarding its Request for Certification Regarding its Use of Federal 
Universal Service Support. The purpose of this filing was to provide information 
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1 RECEWED & INSPECTED , 
I 4 C T  012002 1 BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMIS lOd I 

OF THE STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA 1 FCC-MA~LROOM 
IN THE MATTER OF THE REQUEST OF ) ORDER GRANTING 
SULLY BUTTES TELEPHONE COOPERATIVE, ) CERTIFICATION 
INC. FOR CERTIFICATION REGARDING ITS ) 
USE OF FEDERAL UNIVERSAL SERVICE ) TC02-148 
SUPPORT 1 

On May 23, 2001, the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) released an 
Order concerning the federal universal service support mechanism for rural carriers.' This 
Order (hereafter referenced as the "Fourteenth Report and Ordet'), in part, codifies at 47 
§ C.F.R. 54.314, a requirement for States to provide a certification regarding federal 
universal service support that is received by rural incumbent local exchange carriers 
and/or eligible telecommunications carriers providing service in rural service areas 
Pursuant to such rule, a state that desires rural carriers within its jurisdiction to receive 
future federal universal service support must file an annual certification with the FCC and 
the Universal Service Administrative Company (USAC) stating that federal high cost 
support provided to such carriers within that State will be used only for the provision, 
maintenance, and upgrading of facilities and services for which the support is intended. 
This certification requirement applies to various categories of federal universal service 
support, including support provided pursuant to 47 C.F.R. §§ 54.301, 54.305, and/or 
54.307, and/or 47 C.F.R. Part 36, Subpart F (high-cost loop support, local switching 
support, safety net additive support, and safety valve support). Support provided under 
these FCC rule provisions will only be made available in the future if the State Commission 
files the requisite certification pursuant to 5 54.314. 

The certification required for rural carriers to receive federal universal support for 
all four quarters during calendar year 2002 is currently due to be filed with the FCC and 
USAC on or before October 1, 2002. The certification may be presented to these entities 
in the form of a letter from the State Commission. The letter must identify which carriers 
in the state are eligible to receive federal support during the 12-month period and must 
certify that the carriers listed will only use the support for the provision, maintenance, and 
upgrading of facilities and services for which the support is intended. 

On September 9,2002, the South Dakota Public Utilities Commission (Commission) 
received a filing from Sully Buttes Telephone Cooperative, Inc. (Company) regarding its 
Request for Certification Regarding its Use of Federal Universal Service Support. The 
purpose of this filing was to provide information constituting Company's plan for the use 
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BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISS NOCT 0 %fi? 
'/ , ~ _ _  OF THE STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA L FCC - MA! - '> 

IN THE MAlTER OF THE REQUEST OF WEST ) 
RIVER COOPERATIVE TELEPHONE ) CERTIFICATION 
COMPANY FOR CERTIFICATION REGARDING ) 

ORDER G 

ITS USE OF FEDERAL UNIVERSAL SERVICE ) TCOZ-157 
SUPPORT 1 

On May 23, 2001, the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) released an 
Order concerning the federal universal service support mechanism for rural carriers ' This 
Order (hereafter referenced as the "Fourteenth Report and Order"), in part, codifies at 47 
§ C.F.R. 54.314, a requirement for States to provide a certification regarding federal 
universal service support that is received by rural incumbent local exchange carriers 
and/or eligible telecommunications carriers providing service in rural service areas. 
Pursuant to such rule, a state that desires rural carriers within its jurisdiction to receive 
future federal universal service support must file an annual certification with the FCC and 
the Universal Service Administrative Company (USAC) stating that federal high cost 
support provided to such carriers within that State will be used only for the provision, 
maintenance, and upgrading of facilities and services for which the support is intended. 
This certification requirement applies to various categories of federal universal service 
support, including support provided pursuant to 47 C.F.R. §§ 54.301, 54.305, and/or 
54.307, andlor 47 C.F.R. Part 36, Subpart F (high-cost loop support, local switching 
support, safety net additive support, and safety valve support). Support provided under 
these FCC rule provisions will only be made available in the future if the State Commission 
files the requisite certification pursuant to § 54.314. 

The certification required for rural carriers to receive federal universal support for 
all four quarters during calendar year 2002 is currently due to be filed with the FCC and 
USAC on or before October 1, 2002. The certification may be presented to these entities 
in the form of a letter from the State Commission. The letter must identify which carriers 
in the state are eligible to receive federal support during the 12-month period and must 
certify that the carriers listed will only use the support for the provision, maintenance, and 
upgrading of facilities and Services for which the support is intended. 

On September 11, 2002, the South Dakota Public Utilities Commission 
(Commission) received a filing from West River Cooperative Telephone Company 
(Company) regarding its Request for Certification Regarding its Use of Federal Universal 
Service Support. The purpose of this filing was to provide information constituting 
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BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMl 

OF THE STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA 
IN THE MATTER OF THE REQUEST OF WEST ) ORDER 
R I V E R  T E L E C O M M U N I C A T I O N S  ) CERTI 
COOPERATIVE FOR CERTIFICATION ) 
REGARDING ITS USE OF FEDERAL ) TC02-152 
UNIVERSAL SERVICE SUPPORT 1 

On May 23, 2001, the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) released an 
Order concerning the federal universal service support mechanism for rural carriers.' This 
Order (hereafter referenced as the "Fourteenth Report and Order"), in part, codifies at 47 
0 C.F.R. 54.314, a requirement for States to provide a certification regarding federal 
universal service support that is received by rural incumbent local exchange carriers 
andlor eligible telecommunications carriers providing service in rural service areas. 
Pursuant to such rule, a state that desires rural carriers within its jurisdiction to receive 
future federal universal service support must file an annual certification with the FCC and 
the Universal Service Administrative Company (USAC) stating that federal high cost 
support provided to such carriers within that State will be used only for the provision, 
maintenance, and upgrading of facilities and services for which the support is intended. 
This certification requirement applies to various categories of federal universal service 
support, including support provided pursuant to 47 C.F.R. 50 54.:301, 54.305, and/or 
54.307, andlor 47 C.F.R. Part 36, Subpart F (high-cost loop support, local switching 
support, safety net additive support, and safety valve support). Support provided under 
these FCC rule provisions will only be made available in the future if the State Commission 
files the requisite certification pursuant to § 54.314. 

The certification required for rural carriers to 'receive federal universal support for 
all four quarters during calendar year 2002 is currently due to be filed with the FCC and 
USAC on or before October 1, 2002. The certification may be presented to these entities 
in the form of a letter from the State Commission. The letter must identify which carriers 
in the state are eligible to receive federal support during the 12-month period and must 
certify that the carriers listed will only use the support for the provision, maintenance, and 
upgrading of facilities and services for which the support is intended. 

On September 9, 2002, the South Dakota Public Utilities Commission (Commission) 
received a filing from West River Telecommunications Cooperative (Company) regarding 
its Request for Certification Regarding its Use of Federal Universal Service Support. The 
purpose of this filing was to provide information constituting Company's plan for the use 
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IN THE MATTER OF THE REQUEST OF WEST ) 
R I V E R  T E L E C O M M U N I C A T I O N S  ) CERTIFICATION 
COOPERATIVE (MOBRIDGE) FOR ) 

FEDERAL UNIVERSAL SERVICE SUPPORT ) 

ORDER GRANTING 

CERTIFICATION REGARDING ITS USE OF ) TC02-153 

On May 23, 2001, the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) released an 
Order concerning the federal universal service support mechanism for rural carriers.' This 
Order (hereafter referenced as the "Fourteenth Report and Order"), in part, codifies at 47 
§ C.F.R. 54.314, a requirement for States to provide a certification regarding federal 
universal service support that is received by rural incumbent local exchange carriers 
andlor eligible telecommunications carriers providing service in rural service areas. 
Pursuant to such rule, a state that desires rural carriers within its jurisdiction to receive 
future federal universal service support must file an annual certification with the FCC and 
the Universal Service Administrative Company (USAC) stating that federal high cost 
support provided to such carriers within that State will be used only for the provision, 
maintenance, and upgrading of facilities and services for which the support is intended. 
This certification requirement applies to various categories of federal universal service 
support, including support provided pursuant to 47 C.F.R. §§ 54.301, 54.305, andlor 
54.307, andlor 47 C.F.R. Part 36, Subpart F (high-cost loop support, local switching 
support, safety net additive support, and safety valve support). Support provided under 
these FCC rule provisions will only be made available in the future if the State Commission 
files the requisite certification pursuant to 5 54.314. 

The certification required for rural carriers to receive federal universal support for 
all four quarters during calendar year 2002 is currently due to be filed with the FCC and 
USAC on or before October 1, 2002. The certification may be presented to these entities 
in the form of a letter from the State Commission. The letter must identify which carriers 
in the state are eligible to receive federal support during the 12-month period and must 
certify that the carriers listed will only use the support for the provision, maintenance, and 
upgrading of facilities and services for which the support is intended. 

On September 9,2002, the South Dakota Public Utilities Commission (Commission) 
received a filing from West River Telecommunications Cooperative (Mobridge) (Company) 
regarding its Request for Certification Regarding its Use of Federal Universal Service 
Support. The purpose of this filing was to provide information constituting Company's plan 
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