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COMMENTS

BellSouth Corporation, on behalf of itself and its wholly-owned subsidiaries, hereby
submits the following comments on the Petition for Declaratory Ruling filed by T-Mobile USA,
Inc, Western Wireless Corporation; Nextel Communications and Nextel Partners (“CMRS
Petitioners™).

1. The CMRS Petitioners request that the Commission enter a declaratory ruling to
resolve compensation disputes arising between them and a wireline carrier such as an
independent telephone company (“ICO”). Based on the petition, the circumstances giving rise to
the dispute occur when the CMRS Petitioners indirectly interconnect with the wireline carrier.

2. BellSouth’s interest in this controversy lies in the fact that in an indirect
interconnection scenario such as that portrayed by the CMRS Petitioners, BellSouth may act as a
transit carrier and carry the wireless carrier’s traffic to the ICO. The petition skirts over the

issues that surround transit traffic.
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3. Clearly, if a carrier such as BellSouth acts as a transit carrier, it is entitled to
compensation for carrying the transit traffic. It is vitally important that the Commission
recognize this compensation right. It is equally important that the Commission recognize that a
transit carrier should not be placed in the middle of the compensation arrangements for carriers
that are indirectly connected. In other words, the transit carrier should not be a conduit for
payments between carriers.

4. Thus, if the Commission proceeds to resolve the wireless/ ICO dispute by declaratory
ruling, it must address transit traffic. In so doing it must make clear that the transit carrier is not
responsible for the either the indirect interconnection or compensation agreements.

Respectfully submitted,
BELLSOUTH COPROPRATION

By:  /s/Richard M. Sbaratta
Richard M. Sbaratta

Its Attorney

Suite 4300

675 West Peachtree Street, N. E.
Atlanta, Georgia 30375-001
(404) 335-0738

Date: October 18, 2002
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

I do hereby certify that I have this 18" day of October 2002 served the following parties
to this action a copy of the foregoing COMMENTS via electronic filing and/or by placing a
copy of the same in the United States Mail, addressed to the parties listed on the attached service

list.

/s/ Juanita H. Lee
Juanita H. Lee
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