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June 13,2002 

Mr. Michael Powell, Chairman 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12" Street, sw 
Washington, D.C. 20554 

Dear Chairman Powell: 

I would like to convey my support for the EchoStar and Hughes Electronics merger 
proposal. 

One of the biggest obstacles for rural Iowans, and all rural residents of our country, is the 
digital divide that keeps technology in the hands of urban residents. Today, broadband 
technology is proving to be one of the most versatile and powerful applications in the 
marketplace. Increasingly, people are using the Internet to schedule appointments, go 
shopping, take classes, and of course communicate with friends and family. 

With the approval of this merger, rural consumers in Iowa will have the opportunity to 
tune into learning programs, a wide variety of channels, and some may even be able to 
see their local news clearly for the first time. 

I believe this plan is in the public interest, and I urge your approval. 

Sincerely, 

Terry Knapp 
Legislative Committee Chair 
Iowa Association of REALTORS@ e m,. - 
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