
The Honorable Michael K. Powell
Chairman
Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street, S.W.
Washington, D.C. 20554

Dear Chairman Powell:

I am writing to urge you to support the pending merger of EchoStar and HUGHES,
the parent company of DIRECTV.  I am not currently a DirectTV customer due to
the lack of ability to receive local channels or broadcast networks.

My cable company, Adelphia, is unlikely to be investing in new equipment any
time soon to improve the poor reception that I commonly get via their service.

I do not have another choice of cable providers in my neighborhood, and the
mountain terrain around my area make off air reception not a viable option.

Please consider this merger as a benefit to all us rural customers out there
held hostage by our cable companies.

Thank You

Sincerely,

Mark Johnson
2278 Quail Run Road
State College, PA  16801


