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16, 2002

Flonorabic Michacl Poweld

Chairman

Foderal Communications Commission
445 121h St S.W.

Washindion, D.C 20554

Kol Docket: 01-34%
Dear Chaimiarn Powell:

I am writing 1this leter io encotrage vou to support the proposced merger between
EchoStar and Dircet TV, As the Mayor ol a rural city, T can sec the many benefits that
this muerder would provide (o our town and state.

Many niral Amuricans do not reecive local broadeast signals using an antenna.
and are not served by cable. T was not antil satellite TV services became available in the
imid 1990's that thoese rural Amcericans could subseribe to a service similar (0 those found
it wmrban and saburban parts ol the country.

Thu merger between EchoStar and Hughes will bring a virtual third line, stmilar
1o the bundled offerings of video and daia by cable, into the homes that cable has

atfor competitively priced. high-speed Intemet aceess via satellite to my maral arcas,
cspuecially businesses and schools that do not have aceess 1o cable modem serviee or
DSILL.

This mwerger will allow tor many benelits Tor maral arcas throughout our state:
local-to-focal channels will boe provided. the climination of duplicative programming, onc
rate card for one nation. and aftordable high-speed Intemet aceess.

IPlease review the facts and enable rural America to have the same opportunitics
that arc provided to urban arcas throughout our nation.
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Dcane Thornton
Mayor, Cily of Winnficld



