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Dftce of the Secratary

On behalf of Allamakee County Economic Development and citizens of Allamakee
County, I would like you to review the enclosed petition and signatures.

Allamakee County is located in the Northeastern corner of lowa. For many ye »s. the
county has had complications with our telephone service in Lansing and W aakon.
Allamakee County Economic Development completed a telecommunication assessiment
inNovember of 2000. The assessment indicated the county has poor telecommunication
services and needs to wor: together to accomplish the goals.

The major barriers incluce: Geography, example: the terrzin in Northeast lowa is hilly
and does not lend itself w Il for advanced services such as wireless; Pdor and oul-ol-date
infrastructure, example: a times many arcas in the Waukon and Lansing arca do not have
a dial tone which is a major safety issuer The poor infrastructure also stifles business
growth, example: busincsses want to develop in-home businesses as well as businesses
wanting to expand telephone lines and they cannot get the services to their home,

In the Fall of 2001. All; makee County Economic Development successtully recruited
ACIE Communications lac. to come into Waukon as a competitive local exchange.
During the process. ACE Communications discovered the ruling Docket No. 96-262
which was passed on Junc 2601

The economies of scale lor a competilive company serving an exchange the size of
Waukon (less than 5000 access lines) versus Qwcest, (which serves over .1 million
access lines in the entire state of lowa). docs not Icad to a fair companson as a hasis for
access rilces.

| am urging you to reviste this ruling.  For small communitics throughout all of Towa to
survive, we need a strong telecommunication backbone to develop industrics. housing
and economic development.

Please contact me with any questions you may have. my telephone is 563-568-2624
Sincerely,
J%MMW
Rac clle Howe
Executive Director

Business Developraent © Tourism Marketing = Revolving Loan Fund « Beiterment Committee » Municipal Assistance



The Teiecommunications Act 0f 1996 was meant to encourage competition in the telecommunication
and cable industry. To encourage competition in a heavily regulated industry you must pave the way

for competitors to have easy entry into a Pew market and assure the competitor of fair and adequate
regulation as it pertains to that company,

The City of Waukon, lowa located in Allamakee County 200 miles northeast of Des Moines has Qwest
as it's incumbent local exchange company (ILEC) Qwest has not kept pace with updating and
improving facilities in our community and our service is poor. The telephone service is not reliable
and you are considered extremely lucky if your line is able to handle Internet service.

Th= Ailamakee County Economic Development pursued the possibility of attracting a competitive local
exchange carrier (CLEC) to enter Waukon and compete with Qwest for local service. This company
has since halted any plans of entering Waukon due to FCC ruling CC Docket No 96-262; June 20,
2001 iimiting the access charges a CLEC can charge an interexchange carrier to those of the
incumbent ILEC. The economies of scale for a competitive company serving an exchange the size of
Vaukon {less than 5000 access lines) versus Qwest, (which serves over 1.1 million access lines in
ine entire state of lowa), does not lead to a fair comparison as a basis for access rates.

By signing this petition | want my legislators and the FCC officials to work on improving our
te:ecomimunication service in Waukon, lowa. It is imperative that rulings need to encourage a
competitor to serve our area, or force Qwest to improve our facilities.
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The Tzlecommunications Act of 1996 was meant to encourage competition in the telecommunication
and cable industry. To encourage competition in a heavily regulated industry you must pave the way
for competiters to have easy entry into a new market and assure the competitor of fair and adequate
regulation as it pertains to that company.

The City of Waukon, lowa located in Allamakee County 200 miles northeast of Des Moines has Qwest
as it's incumbent local exchange company (ILEC). Qwest has not kept pace with updating and

improving facilities in our community and our service i1s poor. The telephone service is not reliable
and y<u are considered extremely lucky if your line is able to handle Internet service.

Thz Allarnakee County Economic Development pursued the possibility of attracting a competitive local
exchange carrier (CLEC) 1 enter Waukon and compete with Qwest for local service. This company
has since lialted any plans of entering Waukon due to FCC ruling CC Docket No 86-262; June 20,
2001 limiting the access charges a CLEC can charge an interexchange carrier to those of the
imcumpent ILEC. The economies of scale for a competitive company serving an exchange the size of
Vieukon (Iess than 5000 access lines) versus Qwest, (which serves over 1.1 million access lines in
ihe entire state of lowa), does not lead to a fair comparnson as a basis for access rates.

By signing this petition | want my legislators and the FCC officials to work on improving our
{s:.ecommunication service in Waukon, lowa It is imperative that rulings need to encourage a
competitor to serve our area, or force Qwest to improve our facilities.
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The Telecommunications Act of 1996 was meant to encourage competition in the te

lecommunication

and cable industry. To encourage competition in a heavily regulated industry you must pave the way
for competitors to have easy entry into a new market and assure the competitor of fair and adequate

regulation as it pertains to that company.

The City of Waukon, lowa located in Allarnakee County 200 miles northeast of Des Moines has Qwest

as it's incumbent local exchange company (ILEC). Qwest has not kept pace w
improving facilities in our community and our service is poor. The telephone servi

and you are considered extremely lucky if your line is able to handle Internet service.

The Allamakee County Economic Development pursued the possibility of attracting a

ith updating and
ce is not reliable

competitive local

exchange carrier (CLEC) to enter Waukon and compete with Qwest for local service. This company
has sinze halted any plans of entering Waukon due to FCC ruling CC Docket No 96-262: June 20,

2001 limiting the access charges a CLEC can charge an interexchange carrier

to those of the

ir.cumaent ILEC The economies of scale for a competitive company serving an exchange the size of
\Wauknn {less than 5000 access lines) versus Qwest, (which serves over 1.1 million access lines in
the entire state of lowa), does not lead to a fair comparison as a basis for access rates.

By sigring this petition | want my legislators and the FCC officials to work o

te'ecommunication service in Waukon, lowa, It is imperative that rulings need
competitor to serve our area, or force Qwest to improve our facilities.
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The Telecommunications Act of 1996 was meant to encourage competition in the telecommunication
and cable industry. To encourage competition in a heavily regulated industry you must pave the way
for competitors to have easy entry into a new market and assure the competitor of fair and adequate
regulation as it pertains to that company.

The City of Waukon, lowa located in Allamakee County 200 miles northeast of Des Moines has Qwest
as it's incumbent local exchange company (ILEC). Qwest has not kept pace with updating and

improving facilities in our community and our service is poor. The telephone service is not reliable
and you are considered extremely lucky if your line is able to handle Internet service.

Thz Allamakee County Economic Development pursued the possibility of attracting a competitive local
exchange carrier (CLEC) to enter Waukon and compete with Qwest for local service. This company
has since lialted any plans of entering Waukon due to FCC ruling CC Docket No 96-262; June 20,
2001 limiting the access charges a CLEC can charge an interexchange carrier to those dof the
imcumizent ILEC. The economies of scale for a competitive company serving an exchange the size of
Waukon {less than 5000 access lines) versus Qwest. (which serves over 1.1 million access lines in
the entire state of lowa), does not lead to a fair comparison as a basis for access rates.

By signing this petition | want my legislators and the FCC officials to work on improving our
telecommunication service in Waukon, lowa. It is imperative that rulings need to encourage a
competitor t¢ serve OUr area, Or force Qwest to improve our facilities.
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The Telecommunications Act of 1996 was meant to encourage competition in the telecommunication
and cable industry. To encourage competition in a heavily regulated industry you must pave the way
for competitors to have easy entry into a new market and assure the competitor of fair and adequate
regulation as it pertains to that company.

The City of Waukon, lowa located in Allamakee County 200 miles northeast of Des Moines has Qwest
as it's incumbent local exchange company (ILEC). Qwest has not kept pace with updating and
improving facilities in our community and our service is poor. The telephone service is not reliable
arid you are considered extremely lucky if your line is able to handle Internet service.

The Allamakee County Economic Deveiopment pursued the possibility of attracting a competitive local
exchange carrier (CLEC) to enter Waukon and compete with Qwest for local service. This company
has since lialted any plans of entering Waukon due to FCC ruling CC Docket No 86-262; June 20,
2001 limiting the access charges a CLEC can charge an interexchange carrier to those of the
incumbent ILEC. The economies of scale for a competitive company serving an exchange the size of
Waukon (less than 5000 access lines) versus Qwest, (which serves over 1.1 million access lines in
the entire state of lowa), does not lead to a fair comparison as a basis for access rates.

By signing this petition | want my legislators and the FCC officials to work on improving our
terecommunication service in Waukon, lowa It is imperative that rulings need to encourage a
competitor to serve our area, or force Qwest to improve our facilities.
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The T2lecommunications Act of 1996 was meant to encourage competition in the telecommunication
and cable industry. To encourage competition in a heavily regulated industry you must pave the way

for competitors to have easy entry into a new market and assure the competitor of fair and adequate
regulation as it pertains to that company.

The City of Waukon, lowa located in Allamakee County 200 miles northeast & Des Moines has Qwest
as s incumbent local exchange company (ILEC). Qwest has not kept pace with updating and
improving facilities in our community and our service is poor. The telephone service is not reliable
and you are considered extremely lucky if your line is able to handle Internet service.

The Allarnakee County Economic Development pursued the possibility of attracting a competitive local
exchange carrier (CLEC) to enter Waukon and compete with Qwest for local service. This company
has since halted any plans of entering Waukon due to FCC ruling CC Docket No 96-262; June 20,
2001 limiting the access charges a CLEC can charge an interexchange carrier to those of the
incumbent ILEC. The economies of scale for a competitive company serving an exchange the size of
Waukon (less than 5000 access lines) versus Qwest. (which serves over 1.1 million access lines in
the entire state of lowa), does not lead to a fair comparison as a basis for access rates.

By signing this petition | want my legislators and the FCC officials to work on improving our
ts:iscommunication service in Waukon, lowa. It is imperative that ruiings need to encourage a
competitor to serve our area, or force Qwest to improve our facilities.
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The Tzlecommunications Act of 1996 was meant to encourage competition in the telecommunication
and cabie industry. To encourage competition in a heavily regulated industry you must pave the way
for cornpetitors to have easy entry into a new market and assure the competitor of fair and adequate
regulation as it pertains to that company,

The City of Waukon, lowa located in Allarnakee County 200 miles northeast of Des Moines has Qwest
as it's incumbent local exchange company (ILEC). Qwest has not kept pace with updating and

improving facilities in our community and our service is poor. The telephone service is not reliable
and you are considered extremely lucky if your line is able to handle Internet service.

Thez Allamakee County Economic Development pursued the possibility of attracting a competitive local
exchange carrier (CLEC) to enter Waukon and compete with Qwest for local service. This company
has since halted any plans of entering Waukon due to FCC ruling CC Docket No 96-262; June 20,
2001 limiting the access charges a CLEC can charge an interexchange carrier to those of the
incumhant ILEC The economies of scale for a competitive company serving an exchange the size of
Weaukon (less than 5000 access lines) versus Qwest, (which serves over 1.1 million access lines in
the entire state of lowa), does not lead to a fair comparison as a basis for access rates.

By signing this petition | want my legislators and the FCC officials to work on improving our
telecommunication service in Waukon lowa. It is imperative that rulings need to encourage a
competitor to serve our area, or force Qwest to improve our facilities.
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The Telecommunications Act of 1996 was meant to encourage competition in the telecommunication
and cable industry. To encourage competition in a heavily regulated industry you must pave the way
for cornpetitors to have easy entry into a new market and assure the competitor of fair and adequate
regulation as it pertains to that company.

The City of Waukon. lowa located in Allamakee County 200 miles northeast of Des Moines has Qwest
as it's incumbent local exchange company (ILEC). Qwest has not kept pace with updating and
improving facilities in our community and our service is poor. The telephone service is not reliable
and you are considered extremely lucky if your line is able to handle Internet service.

This Allamakee County Economic Development pursued the possibility of attracting a competitive local
exchaiige carrier (CLEC) to enter Waukon and compete with Qwest for local service. This company
has since halted any plans of entering Waukon due to FCC ruling CC Docket No 96-262; June 20,
2001 limiting the access charges a CLEC can charge an interexchange carrier to those of the
incumbent ILEC. The economies of scale for a competitive company serving an exchange the size of
Waukon (less than 5000 access lines) versus Qwest, (which serves over 1.1 million access lines in
ihe entire state of lowa), does not lead to a fair comparison as a basis for access rates.

By signing this petition | want my legislators and the FCC officials to work on improving our
ielecoinmunication service in Waukon. lowa. It is imperative that rulings need to encourage a
competiter to serve our area, or force Qwest to improve our facilities.
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