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Secretary 
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!WWl COMMUNlL4llOIs C0MMIGBY)M 
O W  OF TH€ SECRETARY 

Re: Notification of Ex Parte Communication 
MB Docket Nos. 02-277, 01-235,96-197, 01-317, and 00-244 

Dear Ms. Dortch: 

This i s  to advise yoti. in accordance ui th Section 1.1206 of the FCC's rules. that on 
Dccciiibel- I O .  2002, the rcpresentatives o r  Media Genci-al listcd on Attachment A hosted Dr. 
Kohci-t Pepper. Chief. FCC Off ice ol'l'lans and l'olic). [or ;1 tour and meeting at ."l'lic News 
Ccn[er..' a Media General fricilitq i n  Tampa. Florida. .The News Center" cornbiries iiiidcr one 
roof  many o f the  operations of Media General's co-owncd lelevision station. WFLA-71-V; i l s  
newspaper, The Tampa Tribune; and its regional website, TBO.com. 

The briel' tour included the television station's production and studio areas; the 
ncuspapcr's archives:. research departinen1 and newsroo111; and the ..Mulrimcdia Dcsk." - -  1 Iic 
Multimedia Desk" is one large semi-circular area where employees of the television statioii, the 
newspapcl-, and the websik sit in close proximity to each other, so they can conimunicale aboul 
breaking local ncws storics and coordinate the dcvelopmcnt of i icws reports in a way that wi l l  
bcst meet thc community's necds. 

The participants in the mce~ ing  discussed the convcrgencc of eo-owned facilities hi the 
nicdia industry generally; the public intcrcst benefits delivered by  Media Gencral's Tampa 
p c ~ c ~ l ~ r ~ c s ;  : ' ' 

TBO.con1; Media General's i'oct~s on meeting co~is~i i i icrs '  nccds; the delivery oi'heltci-, ~ISICI-, and 
deepel- local ricws that has rcsulkd from convcrgence of i ts facilities; and the increase in local 

pi.ovided with a \,idcotape about Mct l ia  Gencral's coi iwrgei ice efforts in Tampa and clscwliere in 
thc Southeast. We have no1 yet rcccivcd a copy. As soon as w e  do, we wi l l  lodge il ill Llic record 
as wcII. 

h e  differeril markets or audieiices served by The Tampa Tribune, WFLA-TV, and 

I~c\\.s c o \ ' c r ~ g c  a n d  local Iic\\s (~ t~ i l l i t y  I l ia[  has Followcd collvcl-zcncc. u r .  ~ e p p e i .  \\.as a150  

http://TBO.com
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As rcquii-cd by section I .  1200(b), t ~ o  copics of this letter are beins submitted for each of 
Ihc abovc-referenced dockets. 

M .  Anne Swansoii 

Enclosure 
cc w/encl by telecopy: 

Dr. Robert Pcppei 



Attachinent A - Media General Keuresentatives 

0. Reed Ashe. Jr. 

George L. Mahoney 

.Joseph Pomi l la  

Camcron K. Kcad 

Gil Thelen 

Prcsit lcnl and Chicf Operating Officer, Media General 

General Cotinsel and Sccrctary, L l cd i a  Gciicral 

General Sales Maiiagcr, W F L A T V  

Geticra I M aiiager, T B0.coiii 

Executive Editor, The Tampa Tribunc 


