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Sinclair i1roa~caslinQ CEO
David Smith (pholo) told In­
veslors at the UBS Warburg
medIa conference last week

that the bin
reason he Is
centralizing,
a chunk 01

',his stations"
, naws pro-
d~clion In
one Balli-

" more laeil- ,
Ity is cost.
But he also

, said he's
sick of the,

news judgment of some 10:
cal news directors.

"Nothing upsets me
more than when a local
news director puts a heM·

, , line story of awater-main
break In los Anneles as lo­
cal news. That's the'kind 01
foolishness you see when
local naws directors are len,
to their own devices." He
added: "One of Ihe nice'
things about having acen­
tralized naws operation is
thaI we take all the politics
out 01 the local news
issues, We're able to focus
on content that's ratings­
driven as opposed to fluff,
or dOQ"catcher stories, Dr
whatever people tend to
want to follow fOr Whatever
their politics is,"

Anerwards, he sonened
a bit, saying the real rea- .'
son for centralizln'g news is '
'cosl.-J.M.H.
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