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1. INTRODUCTION AND EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

I. In this Reporr and Order. w e  amend P a n  74 of our  rules pertaining t o  the Broadcast 
Auxiliary Services (BAS) to permit BAS stations to introduce new technologies and create a more  
efficient BAS that can more readily adapt a s  the broadcast industry converts to the use of digital 
technology, such a s  digital television (DTV). W e  also make conforming amendments to Part 73 of our  
rules pertaining to the  Radio  Broadcast Services- to Part 78 of our rules pertaining to rhe Cable 
Television Relay Service (CARS).’ and to P a n  101 of our  rules pertaining to  Fixed Microwave Services 
(FS). In many cases, the BAS: CARS, and FS share frequency bands and have technically and 
operationally similar starions. and our rule changes will permit these three services to operate under 
consistent regulatory guidelines.’ 

CARS stations are point-to-point or point-to-multipoint microwave systems used by cable and Multichannel 
Multipoint Disrribution Service (wireless cable) operalors to receive signals from remote locations. Alternatively, 
CARS can also he used for distribution of programming to microwave hubs where i t  may he physically impossible or 
loo expensive I O  run cable I O  these hubs. CARS stations cannol be used 10 directly distribute programming IO 

suhscribers and can operate on the following shared frequency hands: 1990-21 I O  MHz (mobile only), 
6425-6525 M H z  (mobile only), 6875-7125 MHz (mobile only), 12.70-13.20 GHz, and 17.70-19.70 GHz. 

I 

2 For example. the 13.200-13.250 MHz band is shared by common carrier and private point-lo-point operations - as 
well as the local lelevision nansmission service ~ in Pan 101, TV BAS operations in Pan 74; and CARS operations 
in Pan 78. See 47 C.F.R. $ 9  74.602. 78.18, and 101.147. In all cases, the maximum authorized bandwidth is 
(continued.. . .) 
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