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File No. SLD-3 191 88 
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Llniversal  Service 1 
1 

National Exchange Carrier Association, Inc. 1 

Fcderal-State .Joint Board on ) CC Docket No. 96-45.4 

Changes to the Board of Directors of the 1 CC Docket No. 97-21 

ORDER 

Adopted: J:inuary 8, 2003 Released: January 9,2003 

By tlie Telecoinmttnicatioiis Access Policy Division, Wireline Competition Bureau: 

I .  The 1'elecomiiiunications Access Policy Division has under consideration a 
Rcquest iol- Review filed b! the Harris County Board of Education, Hamilton, Georgia.(Harris 
Count!).' Petitioner requests review o f a  decisioii issued by the Schools and Libraries Division 
(SL.1)) of the Universal Sen ice Administrative Company (Administrator).' For the reasons set 
j h l i  bclo\v. \ t e  deny t l ie Keyucst for Review. 

7 &. In its decision. SLD denied Harris County's application for universal service 
discounts in Funding Year 2002 because Harris County failed to postmark its FCC Form 470 
sigriaturc certification beforc the close of the filing window pursuant to program rules.3 
Petitioner concedes that due to employee i'rror. it failed to meet the FCC Form 470 signature 

I Lctter h - o r  Susan Andrews. Harris County Board ol'Education, Hamil ton Georgia, to Federal Communications 
C'ommirsion. l i l rd Jill!, ;O. 2002 (Ilequr,51 for Revieu). 
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L.crter troui X c l i o i ~ l s  and Libraries Division, Universal Service Administrative company, to John Graddick, Harris 
Couiir! Hoard o f  Education. daled J u l y  I .  2002 (Administrator's Declsion on Appeal); see ai50 SLD website, FCC 
rol.ln 470 Minilnun1 Prncessing Standards for Fundi112 Year 2002, 

~~ htrp:: i v \ $ \ * . s I  u i i ivrrs i l lscrvice oi~i:'Icterziicel470n,psasp>. 
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I ccrliiicatioii filing deadline. However. Ilarris County argues that the omission caused by an 
inesperienced cmployee should hc overlooked in  the interest of granting fund to a financially 
strapped school district.' C'onsistcnt with our precedent in the Wealhersfield Order. we conclude 
lllat SLD's decision is supported by precedent and the underlying record.6 

_I 

.? Further. construing Harris County's argument as a request for a waiver of the 
pmgram rule that the FC(~' Form 470 certification be received by the deadline, we find that a 
\wivcr is not appropriate. A waiver from the Coininission is appropriate if special circumstances 
\+airant a clcvialion from the general rule. and such deviation would better serve the public 
iillerest than strict adherencc to thc general rule.' Petitioner's excuse of employee inexperience 
is no t  a special circumstancc warranting a waiver o f  program rules.* Therefore. we affirm SLD 
a i d  den!, i l i c  Request for Review 

8 1 .  ACCORDINGLY. 1 1  IS OIIDERED. pursuant to authority delegated under 
scctions 0.91. 0.291. I ,3 .  a n d  54.712(a) ofthe Commission's rules, 47 C.F.R. $9  0.91, 0.291, 1.3. 
iiiid 54.7??(a). that the K q u c s t  for Review tiled by Harris County School District, Hamilton 
(ieorgia on Jul!, 30. 1001 IS DENIED. 

FEDEK4L COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION 

V Mark C;. Seifert 
Deputy Chief, 'l'elecommunications Access Policy Division 
Wirrline Competition Bureau 
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