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Dear Chairman Powell:

It is my understanding that the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) is considering a
petition by the Office ofCommunication of the United Church ofChrist, Inc. ("UCC") that calls
for an investigation of the business and reporting practices oftelecommunications providers and
for a rulemaking proceeding to establish new, higher standards for conduct by those providers. I
am writing to urge that you grant this petition and begin an investigation and rulemaking process
that will strengthen our nation's telecommunications system.

As Chairman Powell has noted, America's communications infrastructure is one of the basic
building blocks of our economy. From Defense Department command and control, to electronic
distribution ofMedicare benefit payments, and to the daily use by virtually every American, our
nation relies upon and expects a dependable communications system. Unfortunately, the
misconduct of some telecommunications providers has shaken confidence in that system and has
called into question the adequacy ofthe Commission's current regulatory structure. Therefore,
the Commission must be equipped with the tools necessary to protect the nation's
telecommunications infrastructure and the industry's consumers, and to meet their expectation
that this system operates fairly and for all.

The FCC depends on receiving reliable fmancial and revenue data from the companies it
regulates. The FCC uses this information to calculate annual regulatory fees and contributions to
programs such as the Universal Service Fund, to assess the condition of the market, and to
establish regulatory policies. Unfortunately, the FCC's current standards authorize it to act
against a company only after its misconduct has been adjudicated elsewhere. By then, the
damage to the public is done.

UCC's petition calls for a Section 403 investigation that would reveal in specific detail how
telecommunications providers' misconduct has affected the public. Such an investigation would
provide the basis for a rulemaking to strengthen the FCC's regulatory framework and prevent
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future wrongdoing. The petition provides concrete proposals for new, preemptive regulations
that would eliminate incentives to misrepresent material facts before the FCC, ensure that outside
auditors are truly independent, and protect shareholders from insider dealing by officers and
directors.

I urge you to move forward on the VCC petition and help restore trust in the telecommunications
industry. Thank you for your consideration, and please make this letter a part of the public
record in this proceeding.

Richard Burr
Member of Congress
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