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By the Telecommunicatiolls Access Polic!. Division. U'ireline Competition Bureau: 

Released: January It;, 7003 

I .  The Teleconimunicatioiis .Access Polic!- Di\.ision has under consideration a 
Request for Review filed by Queen of .4postles School (Apostles School). Alexandria. Virginia.' 
Apostles School seeks revieLv of a decision issued by the  Schools and Libraries Di\.ision (SLD) 
of the Uni\.ersal Service ..\dn~inistrative Cornpan! (.Administrator) to reject Apostles School's 
appeal on the grounds that i t  \vas untimely filed.' For the reasons set forth belo\\. \ve grant the 
Request for Review and remand to SLD for further consideration. 

7. SLD issued a Funding Commitment Decision Letter on J u l y  23. 2001. approving 
in part and denying in part Apostles School's request for discounted services under the schools 
and libraries universal service support niechanism.' Specificnlly. SLD approved Apostles 
School's request for discounts for t~ lecommt~nic~t ions  services. Fundins Request Numbers 

Letter from Craig Wojay. Queen of Aposrles School. to Federal Communications Commission. filed March 5, I 

2002 (Request for Review). 

' .Scc'Request for Review. Section 54.1 19(c) of the Commission's rules provides thal any person azgrieved by a n  
action taken b! a division o f t h e  Admiiiisrrator may seek revie\v from [he Coinmission. 47  C.F.R s' 54.7 19(c). 

' Letter froin Scliools and Libraries Division, Universal Service Administrative Company. to Mar) West. Queen of 
Apostles School. dated Ju ly  23. 2001 (Funding Commitment Decision Letter). 
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(FRVs) 522582,522585, and 522587.' SLD also denied Apostles School's request for 
discounted internal connections, FKU 5225'95.5 

3. On September 21,2001. Apostles School filed an appeal of SLD's decision.' In 
its appeal to SLD, Apostles School states that it received the Funding Conmitment Decision 
Letter shortly after July 23,2001 and noticed that the letter did not include the final pase relating 
to its FRNs and on July 3 1.3001 it notified SLD of the problem and requested the missing final 
page.' Apostles School further states that the final page was fased to it on September 1 I .  2001. 
42 days later after the request. Apostles School claims that September I I .  2001 \vas the first 
time it saw the final page of the Funding Commitment Decision Letter and realized t!mt F R S  
522582 \vas much less than the requested amount. Apostles School restates from the Sepreniber 
11: 2001 fax cover page that .'Appeals of funding commitments must be filed within 30 days of 
the date on the original Funding Commitment Decision Letter."8 On October 15. 7001. SLD 
issued an Administrator's Decision on Appeal. indicating that i t  \\.odd not consider Apostles 
School's appeal because it M ~ S  received more than 30 days after the July 23.2001 Funding 
Commitment Decision Letter was issued.' .4postles School subsequently filed the instant 
Request for Review with the Commission. 

4. For requests seeking review of decisions issued before August 13. 200 I under 
section 54.720(b) of-the Commission's rules. an appeal must be filed with the SLD or the 
Commission within 30 days of the issuance of the decision that the party seeks to haw 
revie\ved." Documents are considered to he filed with SLD or the Commission only upon 
receipt." The 30-day deadline contained in section 54.720(b) of the Commission's rules applies 
to all such requests for review filed by a party affected by a decision issued by the 
Administrator." Based on the record, it appears that Apostles School did request a copy of the 

Id. 

ill. 

' Letter from Craig Wojay. Queen of Apostles School. to Schools and Libraries Division. Universal Ser\,ice 
Adminisrrative Company, filed September 2 I ,  200 I (Request for Administrator ReL'iew). 

' Id. 

hi. See d s o  Funding Commitment Decision Letter at 6. S 

" Letter froin Schools and Libraries Division. L'niversal Service .Administrative Company. to Craiz \Yojay. Queen of 
Apostles School, dated October IS.  2001 (Administrator's Decision on Appeal). 

47 C.F.R. 8 j1.720(b) Il l  

I '  47 C.F.R. 5 1.7 

'' Due to recent disruptions in the ireliability of the imail service. the 30-day appeal period has been extended by an 
additional 30 days for requests seeking review of decisions issued on or after August 13, 200 I .  See /irrpienienlation 
oflnreriiii Fiiing Procedzrres for Fiiings ojReqiresrs /or Revieiv. Fedc'rd-Sture Jouir Boa/d OH l117Ii~ersai Service, 
CC Docket No. 96-15, Order, FCC 01-276 (rel. December 26. 2001). as corrected by I~npleriie~lturion of In ler i~ i i  
Fi/Ing Prucerh/re.sfor Filings of Rryuesrsfor Review Fcdo.ul-S/u/e Join/ Board 011 Universal Service. CC Docket 
No. 96-45. Errata (Com. Car. Bur. rel. December 28, 2001 and January 4,2002); SLD website. What's New 
(January 20, 2002). C;http:.'!wvu .s/.ulliversaIservice.~,r~ 'I+ hatsneW0 I 200?.asp*e>tended>. Because the July 23, 
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i 
July 2 j ,  2001 Funding Commitment Decision Letter and that SLD did take 42 days to respond to 
Apostles School's request. We find that Apostles School's ability to appeal was prejudiced by 
SLD's unreasonable delay in responding to Apostles School's request for a copy of the missing 
page from the Funding Commitment Decision Letter. Therefore. we grant Queen of Apostles' 
Request for Review and remand its application to SLD for further consideration. 

sections 0.91. 0.291, and 54.722(a) ofthe Commission's rules, 37 C.F.R. $5 0.91.0.291. and 
54.722(a). that the Request for Review filed by Queen of Apostles School, Alexandria. Virginia. 
on March.S.2002, IS GRANTED and its application IS REMANDED to SLD for further 
consideration. 

5 .  ACCORDINGLY, IT IS ORDERED, pursuant to authority delegated under 

FEDER4L COhlMUNICATIONS COMMISSION 

W Mark G. Seifert 
Deputy Chief. Telecommunications Access Policy Division 
Wireline Competition Bureau 

2001 Fundins Commitment Decision Letter was issued before August 13. 2001, the extended appeal period does not 
apply to Apostles School. 

3 


