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STATEMENT OF J. STEWART BRYAN III
CHAIRMAN OF THE BOARD AND CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER

MEDIA GENERAL, INC.

Media General is an independent publicly owned communications company situated

primarily in the southeastern United States with interests in newspapers, broadcast television

stations, broadcast television stations, interactive media, and diversified information services.

Media General traces its history in the news business back to 1850 when the Richmond Dispatch

was founded.  Today, the Company owns 25 daily newspapers and 26 broadcast television

stations.  Media General’s mission is to be the leading provider of high-quality news,

information and entertainment in the Southeast by continuing to build on its position of strength

in strategically located markets.

Media General also is one of the media industry’s leading practitioners of “convergence,”

the melding of newspaper, broadcast television, and on-line resources in the preparation and

dissemination of news.  Media General’s News Center in Tampa, Florida (the nation’s 13th

ranked Designated Market Area (DMA)), is the most advanced convergence laboratory in the

nation, and the only one, as far as we are aware, in which the news staffs of a newspaper (The

Tampa Tribune), a broadcast television station (WFLA-TV), and an on-line operation

(TBO.com) are housed under one roof.

          Convergence has been an unqualified success for us in Tampa: WFLA is the Number One

ranked television station in all of Florida, and, reversing long-standing industry trends, The

Tampa Tribune’s circulation actually is growing in its core distribution area.

          Media General has similar convergence efforts underway in five additional markets where

it owns television stations and daily newspapers -- Roanoke-Lynchburg, Virginia, the 67th-

ranked DMA; Tri-Cities, Tennessee/Virginia, the 90th ranked DMA; Florence-Myrtle Beach,
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South Carolina, the 110th-ranked DMA; Columbus, Georgia, the 126th-ranked DMA; and

Panama City, Florida, the 159th-ranked DMA.  These convergence efforts are not as well

developed as in Tampa, but we believe convergence also is beginning to prove itself

competitively in these smaller markets.

I know that some people contend there is a causal link between diversity of ownership

and diversity of viewpoint.  We believe the two are completely unrelated.  There are two market-

based explanations.

          As I said above, providing high-quality news to the communities we serve is absolutely

core to Media General’s mission.  We are a small company relative to the giant, global players in

our industry; however, we believe we can compete very successfully against even the largest

media companies by focusing on our ability to deliver excellent local news in each of our

markets.

          We also know that the readers, viewers and subscribers served by each of our outlets

expect balanced news coverage and objective reporting.  Each Media General outlet makes its

own journalistic decisions based on the needs and interests of the community it serves, and the

corporate management and owners of Media General never dictate the news content of its

newspapers, television newscasts, or web stories.  Indeed, we could not deliver excellent local

news and remain true to our commitments to the communities we serve – and to our shareholders

-- if it were otherwise.

Media General’s outlets also practice editorial independence because of this same,

market-driven commitment to localism.  Simply, there is no “top-down,” or “Media General-

dictated,” editorial position.  Even where we are practicing shared newsgathering in our

converged markets, there is no “viewpoint” coordination whatsoever between the newspapers’



3

editorial page staffs and the employees at the other converged properties in the same markets;

television and web employees are not even aware of prospective editorial positions to be taken

by the newspapers.  This has been and will continue to be the policy of Media General.

          I believe that Media General’s experience proves that localism and high-quality local news

will be fostered best by the complete elimination of the newspaper/broadcast cross-ownership

ban in all markets, large and small, across our nation.
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SELECTED PRESS ACCOUNTS OF CURTAILMENTS IN LOCAL TELEVISION NEWSCASTS
NOVEMBER 1998 THROUGH JANUARY 20031

Market Station Decision Source

Anchorage, AK KTVA
(CBS)

Announced in April 2000 that it would
eliminate morning and noon newscasts.

24

Binghamton, NY WIVT
(ABC)

Cancelled local morning news show  in
June 2002.

36

Boston, MA WSBK
(UPN)

Cancelled evening newscasts in 1998. 2

Boston, MA WMUR-TV
(ABC)

Cancelled 9 a.m. and 4 p.m. newscasts in
May 2001.

20

Charlotte, NC WBTV
(CBS)

Cancelled 6:30 p.m. newscast in
September 2001.

23

Chattanooga, TN WDSI
(Fox)

Cancelled morning and noon newscasts,
added 4 p.m. newscast, in January 2001.

16

Chattanooga, TN WTVC-TV
(ABC)

Cancelled weekend morning newscasts in
February 2001.

17

Chicago, IL WBBM-TV
(CBS)

Cancelled 6 p.m. newscast in early 1999.
Replaced with a one-hour 4 p.m.
newscast, which thereafter was cancelled
in July 2000.  Cancelled Saturday
morning newscasts in December 1998.

3, 9

Cleveland, OH WUAB
(IND)

Cancelled 11:30 a.m. newscast in January
1999.

4

Cleveland, OH WEWS
(ABC)

Cancelled 5 a.m. newscast in June 1999. 6

Detroit, MI WKBD
(UPN)

Cancelled local 10 p.m. newscast in
November 2002 and replaced with one
produced by other station in market.

37

Detroit, MI WWJ-TV
(CBS)

Cancelled 11 p.m. 30 minute local
newscast in November 2002.

37

Duluth, MN KDLH
(CBS)

Cancelled noon newscast in November
1998.

1

Evansville, IN WEVV
(CBS)

Cancelled local newscasts in late 2001 31

Green Bay, WI WLUK-TV
(Fox)

Cancelled 10 p.m. newscast in March
2001.

18

Greensboro, NC WXLV-TV Cancelled morning and weekend
newscasts in late 2000.

14

                                                
1 Bold-face type notes entries added since filing of Media General 2003 Initial Comments.
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Market Station Decision Source
Greensboro/
Winston/Salem,
NC

WXLV-TV
(ABC)

Cancelled local newscasts in January 2002 29

Hattiesburg, MS WHLT-TV
(CBS)

Cancelled all newscasts and eliminated
news department in May 2001.

19

Jacksonville, FL WJXX
(ABS)

Cancelled all but one daily newscast in
January 2000.

12

Kingsport, TN WKPT
(ABC)

Announced that it would cancel weekday
newscasts and brief updates in February
2002

30

Little Rock, AR KKYK-TV2 Cancelled 9 p.m. newscast in September
1999.

8

Los Angeles, CA KCBS
(CBS)

Cancelled 4 p.m. newscast in 2001. 22

Los Angeles, CA KCOP
(WB)

Announced in July 1999 that it would
cancel 7:30 p.m. newscast.

7

Marquette, MI WBUP
WBKP
(ABC)

Cancelled local newscast in March 2002 33

Miami, FL WAMI-TV
(IND)

Cancelled only newscast and eliminated
news department in December 2000.

15

Miami, FL WTVJ
(NBC)

Cancelled midmorning newscast, added
4:00 p.m. newscast, in February 2002

28

Minneapolis. MN KSTC-TV
(IND)

Cancelled both weekday morning and
6:30 p.m. newscasts in October 2001.

25

Minneapolis, MN KSTP
(ABC)

Cancelled all weekend newscasts in
October 2001.

25

New York, NY WCBS-TV Cancelled 4:00 p.m. newscast in January
2002

27

Odessa/
Midland, TX

KOSA-TV
(CBS)

Cancelled morning newscasts in
November 19989.

1

Orlando, FL WESH
(NBC)

Eliminated 4:30 p.m. newscast in April
2000.

10

Raleigh/
Durham, NC

WKFT
(IND)

Cancelled hourly local news briefs in
December 2002.

34

Sacramento, CA KMAX-TV
(UPN)

Cancelled evening newscast in 1998. 2

San Antonio, TX KVDA-TV
(Telemundo)

Cancelled morning and 5 p.m. newscasts
in July 2001.

21

Seattle, WA KSTW(TV)
(UPN)

Cancelled all newscasts and eliminated
news department in December 1998.

2

                                                
2 Call sign changed to KYPX(TV) on January 30, 2001.
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Market Station Decision Source
St. Louis, MO KDNL-TV

(ABC)
Cancelled all newscasts and eliminated
news department in September 2001.

26

Tallahassee, FL WTWC
(NBC)

Cancelled all newscasts and eliminated
news department in November 2000.

26

Tampa, FL WTOG
(UPN)

Cancelled 10 p.m. newscast and
eliminated news department in 1998.

5

Topeka, KS WIBW-TV
(CBS)

Cancelled noon newscast in November
1998.

1

Topeka, KS KTKA-TV
(ABC)

Cancelled all four local newscasts in
April 2002.

35

Twin Falls, ID KMVT
(CBS)

Announced in February 2002 that it would
cancel 5:00 p.m. newscast

32

Utica, NY WUTR(TV)
(ABC)

Cancelled local morning news show in
June 2002.

36

Washington, DC WUSA
(CBS)

Cancelled 90 minutes of evening
newscasts, added 9 a.m. newscast, in
September 2000.

13

Washington, DC WRC-TV
(NBC)

Cancelled 9 a.m. newscast in 2000. 13

Watertown, NY WWTI(TV)
(IND)

Cancelled local morning news show in
June 2002.

36

Wichita Falls, TX KAUZ-TV
(CBS)

Cancelled all newscasts and eliminated
news department in November 1998.

1

Youngstown, OH WYTV
(ABC)

Cancelled morning newscast in November
1998.

1
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Source News Article

1 “Benedek Slashes Costs, Staffs,” Electronic Media, Nov. 16, 1998 at 1.
2 Dan Trigoboff, “News Not Paramount,” Broadcasting & Cable, Dec. 7, 1998 at

30.
3 Dan Trigoboff, “A Day of Rest. WGN Cancels Saturday Morning Newscast,”

Broadcasting & Cable, Dec. 21, 1998 at 28.
4 Roger Brown, “Poor Ratings Sink Channel 43 Midday Newscst,” The Plain

Dealer, Dec. 22, 1998 at 4E.
5 Eric Deggans, “WTTA Might Add Late-Night News,” St. Petersburg Times,

Mar. 18, 1999 at 2B.
6 Tom Feran, “Wenz Hires Sommers To Do Midday Show,” The Plain Dealer,

June 9, 1999 at 2E.
7 Cynthia Littleton, “KCOP Dropping Newscast,” Daily Variety, July 12, 1999 at

5.
8 “Chatter,” The Stuart News/Port St. Lucie News, Sept. 26, 1999 at P6.
9 Phil Rosenthal, “More Bad News for Ch. 2,” Chicago Sun-Times, Aug. 16,

2000, at 57.
10 “Chatter,” The Stuart News/Port St. Lucie News, Apr. 16, 2000 at P6.
11 “Inside Alaska Business,” Anchorage Daily News, Apr. 20, 2000 at 1E.
12 Eileen Davis Hudson, “Market Profile, “ Mediaweek, May 15, 2000.
13 “Local Media,” Mediaweek, Oct. 2, 2000.
14 Jeremy Murphy, “Local MediaLos Angeles Radio Stations:  ESPN Radio

Picks Up Biggest Affiliate,” Mediaweek, Nov. 27, 2000.
15 Dan Trigoboff, “Station Break,” Broadcasting & Cable, Dec. 11, 2000 at 33.
16 Barry Courter, “Fox 61 Moves To Be First With News,” Chattanooga

Times/Chattanooga Free Press, Jan. 21, 2001 at B1.
17 Barry Courter, “Public Gives Locher A Boost,” Chattanooga

Times/Chattanooga Free Press, Feb. 9, 2001 at H5.
18 Tim Cuprisin, “Green Bay Fox Station Cancels 10 p.m. News,” Milwaukee

Journal Sentinel, Mar. 8, 2001 at 8B.
19 Kathryn S. Wenner, “News Blackout,” American Journalism Review, May

2001, at 12.
20 Denis Paiste, “’Chronicle’ Coming to WMUR,” The Union Leader (Manchester

NH), May 30, 2001 at A2.
21 “News roundup,” San Antonio Express-News, July 4, 2001 at 2B.
22 Dan Trigoboff, “Station Break,” Broadcasting & Cable, Aug. 6, 2001 at 26.
23 Mark Washburn,”WBTV Replaces News Director to Boost Ratings,” The

Charlotte Observer, Aug. 14, 2001 at 1D.
24 Brian Lowry, “KNBC’s News Director to Exit,” Los Angeles Times, Aug. 28,

2001 at 3.
25 Jeremy Murphy, “Local Media TV Stations,” Mediaweek, Nov. 5, 2001.
26 Dan Trigoboff, “KDNL’s St. Louis Blues; KDNL Television in St. Louis,

Missouri, Axes News Department,” Broadcasting & Cable, Oct. 8, 2001 at 22.
27 Chris Pursell, “Stations Scrambling to Slot New Strips,” Electronic Media,

Dec. 31, 2001 at 3.
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Lauderdale, FL), Feb. 6, 2002 at 3E..

29 Dan Trigoboff, “Station Break,” Broadcasting & Cable, Jan 7, 2002 at 40.
30 Dan Trigoboff, “Station Break,” Broadcasting & Cable, Jan. 21, 2002 at 36.
31 Michael Schneider, “Local Newscasts Fall Victim to Cost Cuts,” Variety, Jan.

28-Feb. 8, 202 at 21.
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Newscast,” Times-News, Feb. 2, 2002.
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Associated Press, March 29, 2002.
34 Business North Carolina, “WKFT, Eastern, Eliminates Local News

Segment,” Business North Carolina, March 1, 2002.
35 Kansas City Star, “Station Drops Local News,” Kansas City Star, April 24,

2002; Dan Trigoboff, “The News Not Out of Topeka,” Broadcasting &
Cable, April 22, 2002.

36 William LaRue, “Clear Channel Consolidating Some Staff,” The Post-
Standard, July 6, 2002.

37 John Smyntek, “Channel 50’s Exodus Aids Channel 7’s News,” Detroit
Free Press, December 4, 2002; Dan Trigoboff, “CBS Drops News in
Detroit,” Broadcasting & Cable, November 25, 2002.




