
~Sprint

Ms. Marlene Dortch, Secretary
Federal Communications Commission
445 1i h Street, SW
Washington, D.C. 20554

Marybeth M. Banks
Director
Federal Regulatory Affairs

401 9th Street, Northwest, Suite 400
Washington, D.C. 20004
Voice 202 585 1908
Fax 202 585 1897
marybeth.banks@mail.sprint.com

March 14, 2003

Re: In the Matter of the Federal-State Joint Board on Universal Service, et al.,
CC Docket Nos. 96-45, 98-171, 90-571, 92-237, 99-200,95-116,98-170
and NSD File No. L-00-72

Dear Ms. Dortch:

The Commission is currently seeking comment on modifications to the
Commission's universal service contribution methodology in response to its Second
Further Notice ofProposed Rulemaking in the above-captioned dockets. 1 The
alternatives identified by the Commission include the retention of a revenue-based
system and three connection-based proposals. Separately, on February 26,2003, the
Commission released a Public Notice (FCC 03-31) in which it requests public comment
on a staff study prepared "[t]o facilitate discussion and analysis of the various alternatives
discussed in the Second Further Notice." According to the Commission, "[t]he study,
and its underlying assumptions were created for the sqle purpose of developing a more
detailed record addressing these issues in the docket." Reply Comments on both are due
April 18, 2003.

Through both sets of comments, the Commission seeks to develop further the
record on the alternative methodologies in order to determine which funding mechanism
will best ensure the sustainability of the universal service fund on an equitable and
nondiscriminatory basis in compliance with Section 254(d). Because analysis of the staff
study is directly linked to the evaluation of the alternative methodologies requested in
response to the Second Further Notice, it seems appropriate to integrate the two reply
comments together into a single set of reply comments. Commenting parties' evaluation
of each alternative will therefore incorporate an assessment of the impact on customers
based on the staff study.

1 See In the Matter ofFederal~StateJoint Board on Universal Service, et aI., CC Docket
Nos. 96-45, et al., Report and Order and Second Further Notice of Proposed Rulemaking,
FCC 02-329 (released December 12, 2002)("Second Further Notice").
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Thus, Sprint suggests that the Commission permit parties to file Reply Comments
on April 18, 2003 which combine their responses to the Second Further Notice and the
staff study.

Sincerely,

Marybeth M. Banks

cc: Eric Einhorn
Diane Law-Hsu
Paul Garnett
Vicki Byrd


