
Stephanie Kost - Use of Airtime and the Telecommunications Act 

From: R Michael Harman 

Page 1 

To: 
Adelstein 
Date: 2/22/03 4:44AM 
Subject: 

To the Commissioners of the FCC, 

As reported (in passing) in this week's New York Times, in the article 
"The Trouble With Corporate Radio: The Day the Protest Music Died" (Feb. 
20, 2003). the city of Minot, North Dakota, was surrounded by a poison gas 
cloud on January 18. 2003. The absentee owners of the local radio 
station, Clear Channel, had neither anyone manning the booth, nor 
answering the phone. Combined with a failure of the town's emergency 
alert system, proper safety warnings could not get out to the people of 
Minot. 300 people were injured. 

There have been many arguments about whether corporate consolidation is 
good for music variety. I would suggest that the Minot story strongly 
shows that, in this age of heightened alerts and terror warnings, when the 
American people may have to be warned of dangers both local and national, 
that consolidation is bad for American safety 

If I understand correctly, the American people gives time on the airwaves 
to companies in order that they may serve our interests, whether through 
entertainment or timely information. Those licenses can be recalled if 
our interests are not served. I ask you to strongly consider the terms 
under which Clear Channel and other large corporations can hold an entire 
city's worth of licenses, and to revoke those that are held 
inappropriately. By doing so, you will help ensure that American safety 
is preserved and the homeland is defended 

Sincerely yours, 
R Michael Harman 
575 S Rengstorff Ave Apt 90 
Mountain View, CA 94040-1953 

Mike Powell, Kathleen Abernathy. Michael Copps. KM KJMWEB, Commissioner 

Use of Airtime and the Telecommunications Act 
( 9 2 - 2 9 7  

RECEIVED 
MAR i" c zco: 

Federal m mum cations cmnmission 
Office of me Secrebry 

d 
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From: Bernice Costner :% -WTF- OH m r E  FILED 
To: Mike Powell 013 i G i N AL Date: 2/22/03 1 57PM 
Subject: HEARING 2/27/03 BROADCAST OWNERSHIP 

I THINK THE MEDIAS SHOULD BE OWNED BY AS MANY DIFFERENT COMPANIES AS 
POSSIBLE OUR MEDIAS SHOULD BE OWNED ONLY BY AMERICAN COMPANIES WHO 
OWE LOYALTIES TO AMERICA THE MEDIAS ARE TOO NEGATIVE ABOUT THE USA 
TODAY AND DO NOT REFLECT THE PEOPLE'S CONCERNS,BUT TRY TO INFLUENCE 
US TO DISLIKE OUR PUBLIC LEADERS WHAT COUNTRIES OWN USA FORMS OF MEDIA? 

RECEIVED 
MAR '2 0 2OUi 

Federal Cannnmicntwns Conimissmri 
Officeofme Secreiarv 
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- 'A  ''4S'TF 0k. l  [.ATE FILE0 
From: marks91 92@netscape net 
To: Mike Powell 
Date: 2/23/03 1 41 PM 
Subject: <NO Subject> 

Dear Mr. Powell: 
MAR 2 0 2003 

Fedml Comrrrunicatiolu Commission 
Office d the Secretary 

I am writing to tell you of my opposition to the proposed changes by your agency to the current Media 
Ownership Rules 

Further concentration of media ownership does not serve our democratic society based upon democratic 
principles, but instead undermines it. Following World War 11, our government placed restrictions upon 
news media outlet ownership because of how totalitarian regimes used controlled media concentrated in 
the hands of a few corporations and government agencies to control their people and move the world 
towards war. The proposed changes to the current Media Ownership Rules completely undermines this 
principle that so many Americans have fought to defend from our countrybs birth to the present. 

Furthermore, the series of reports released by the FCC about the current media marketplace are focused 
almost entirely on the economic impact of relaxing the ownership rules. They ignore the public's interest 
in a diverse and independent press. You have also scheduled only one public hearing regarding this 
issue. The FCC has barely publicized the proposed changes, and combined with a very short public 
comment period I can only surmise that you hope to sneak these changes past the American people. I 
certainly didnbt find out about them as a result of anything that was done by your agency. 

You should be ashamed that an agency under your leadership is not using what is in the best interests of 
the American public as itbs guiding principle, but instead is thinking of what is most profitable for a few 
huge corporations who only care about the bottom line, not about what is good for democracy. 

sincerley yours, 

mark compton 
tulsa Oklahoma 

The NEW Netscape 7.0 browser is now available. Upgrade now! 
http://channeIs.netscape.com/ns/browsers/download.jsp 

Get your own FREE, personal Netscape Mail account today at http://webrnail.netscape.corn/ 

http://channeIs.netscape.com/ns/browsers/download.jsp
http://webrnail.netscape.corn


Stephanie Kost - Future Topic of Consideration 

From: 
To: 

holiday thomas 
Mike Powell 

Page 1 

Date: 2/24/03 10:50PM 
Subject: Future Topic of Consideration 

I know the FCC is occupied with so many important issues as to not be able to consider anything as trivial 
as the security of employment among employees of licensed broadcasters. But if you have one receptive 
moment, let it be about that. Far too long in this industry, families get displaced because managers are 
subject to the capricious whims of Radio Station ownership. If there is ever a small slot in your future 
considerations about the industry that is licensed to serve the public interests, let it be to investigate the 
needless turnover of employees at the local station level. Thank you. 

--- holiday thomas 
--- tjholiday@earthlink. net 
--- EarthLink: The #I provider of the Real Internet. 

RECEIVED 
MAR 2 0 2003 

Federal h m  ' Ccinrnission 
M i c e  GI the Secretary 

d 
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From: NR Davis i,,lyl.b: Fli,-g,! -I: tin,i~rp... 

To: Mike Powell 
Date: 2/26/03 2:05PM 
Subject: the media belong to us ALL 

To Michael Powell, FCC Chair 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th St. S.W. 
Washington, DC 20554 

Media diversity should be a top priority for the FCC. We need access to a 
wide variety of voices. not media owned by a few rich, greedy, 
government-approved corporations. 

I urge you to protect and strengthen the rule prohibiting cross-ownership 
of newspapers and 
television stations in the same market. Anything else is an affront to the 
American way. 

Peace1 

NR Davis 
Baltimore, MD 

RE@ E I VED 

MAR 2 0 2003 

Federal CMrmnication s Ccinrnissiorl 
Gifice of me Secretan, 

"We must not confuse dissent with disloyalty When the voice of loyal 
opposition dies, I think the soul of America dies with it." -- Edward R. Murrow 



Stephanie Kost - Unbiased Programming 

From: Gusltime@aol.com 
To: Mike Powell 
Date: 2/26/03 2:23PM 
Subject: Unbiased programming 

Page 1 

0 RIG i NAL 

Defend democracy! Keep broadcast programming out of complete corporate control. Don't betray your 
public trust, Michael. 

Gus St. Anthony 

MAR 2 0 2003 

Federal CommunicetimS Commission 
Office d me Secretary 

mailto:Gusltime@aol.com


Stephanie Kost - weakening --the rule prohibiting cross ownership of newspapers and television stations in the same Page 1 

ORIGINAL 
From: Stobaugh 
To: Mike Powell 
Date: 2/26/03 2:23PM 
Subject: weakening -- the rule prohibiting cross ownership of newspapers and television stations 
in the same 

N.Y. Times published a piece on a major new development in the 
FCC's deregulation of corporate media consolidation. This trend is 
leading increasingly toward absolute control of our major information 
sources -- TV networks, radio, newspapers, etc. -- by a small 
number of large corporations, which are narrowing and slanting news 
coverage and other important information to maximize profits at the expense 
of the public interest. 
I am contacting FCC chairman Michael Powell and to let 
him know that media diversity should be a top priority for the FCC. and that 
media concentration cripples democracy. Urging the FCC to preserve- 
and refrain from weakening -- the rule prohibiting cross ownership of 
newspapers and television stations in the same market. 
Bette Stobaugh 
OK 

RECEIVED 
MAR 2 0 2003 

Federal CMlmrnlUmau Commission 
Gffice d the Secreki-y 

d 



Stephanie Kost - <No Subject> 

ORIGINAL 
Page 1 

From: john kilgore 
To: Mike Powell 
Date: 2/26/03 2:49PM 
Subject: <No Subject> 

To Michael Powell, FCC Chair 
Federal Communications Commission 

Media diversity should be a top priority for the FCC 

Media concentration cripples democracy 

Please preserve and refrain from weakening the rule prohibiting cross 
ownership of newspapers and 
television stations in the same market 

Thank You. 

Rev. John R.  KilgOre 

RECEIVED 
MAR 2 0 2003 

Federal hmunicatnu Commission 
Office of the Secretary 

Do you Yahoo!? 
Yahoo! Tax Center - forms, calculators, tips, and more 



Stephanie Kost - Deregulation of the News Media Page 1 

Fk. QAAF1Tf: c)r< ! . , k \ j . f r  ;:/I 6:f; - ~. 
From: xspook@cuisp.com 
To: Mike Powell 
Date: 2/26/03 4:08PM 
Subject: Deregulation of the News Media 

Dear Mr Powell. 

RECEIVED 
Deregulaton of the news Media weakens democracy Please don't ease media ownership 
concentration limitations. 

MAR 2 0 2003 

M e r a l c M l ~  Commission 
Office ot the swretar, 

Unlike other industries where deregulation has benefited the entire 
country by increasing competition and lowering consumer costs, 
deregulation of the media will only benefit large media bottomlines and 
damage America, fundamentally. Easing media ownership and concentration 
limitations to reduce corporate costs may help large companies, but the 
reduced competition will narrow the scope and breadth of the news given 
to the general population. With less information given, we may not be 
able to discern for ourselves just what the truth is. If the people are not sufficiently informed, how can we 
govern ourselves? Democracy will be in trouble. 

Perhaps easing media ownership and concentration limits has already 
gone too far. Good journalistic reporting is increasingly hard to find. 
Examples: I am finding it difficult to understand why so much of the world population hates us? Or, why 
our "friends" won't back us in our Iraq policy? Or, why there isn't more indepth coverage of war protests 
here at home? Or, why we are in lockstep with President Sharon of Israil when it seems a more 
evenhanded policy would be benifical in the Middle East? 

Reporting all points of view on a subject is vital. When I was a child my hometown had two small weekly 
newspapers. I asked my father (who worked for one of the papers as did my grandfather at the time) why 
our town needed two newspapers. His reply was that the other newspaper was a Republican newspaper 
and that the paper he worked for was a Democratic newspaper. Enough said. 

I don't want a handful of owners or a few chief executives telling me what the truth is. I want to figure it 
out on my own I believe this is not only my right as a citizen but a duty to my Country to be informed. A 
strong democracy depends upon an informed citizenry. Therefore, Democracy depends upon a free and 
diverse media. In the Federal Agency where I served my Country for over 30 years there is an inscription 
in the foyer of the headquarters building. "Ye shall know the truth and the truth shall make you free". 
Please protect our sources for discerning the truth. 

Sincerely, C. Randolph and Margaret A. Hyde 17694 Ryland Chapel Road 
Rixeyville, VA 22737 

http://k\j.fr
mailto:xspook@cuisp.com


Stephanie Kost - Corporate Ownership 

PARTE OR LATE FILED 
C S  I ? )  

From: Mboceanwatch@aol.com 
To: Commissioner Adelstein 
Date: 3/10/03 12:OlPM 
Subject: Corporate Ownership 

NO to more deregulation. R ECEl VE D 
MAR 2 0 2003 

Federal COmmunicstime Commialon 
Office of me &retar, 

Page 1 

mailto:Mboceanwatch@aol.com
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From: Papadeeda@aol.com 
To: Mike Powell 
Date: 3/1/03 11:42PM 
Subject: Please break up media monopolies .... It is unAmerican ... 

N.Y. Times published a piece on a major new development in the FCC's 
deregulation of corporate media consolidation. This trend is leading 
increasingly toward absolute control of our major information 
sources -- TV networks, radio, newspapers, etc. -- by a small number 
of 

RECEIVED 
large corporations, which are narrowing and slanting news coverage and 
other important informatioi to maximize profits at the expense of the 
public interest. Contact F X chairman Michael Powell and let him 
know that 
media diversity should be a top priority for the FCC, and that media 
concentration cripples deriocracy. Urge the FCC to preserve- and 
refrain 
from weakening --the rule prohibiting cross ownership of newspapers 
and 
television stations in the same market. 

Dear Mr. Powell, 
It is time to break up the niedia monopolies before we lose all of 
our rights to free speech. Now, media is controlled by Corporations, and they decide what "news" the 
people should 
hear. This is dangerous, "cry dangerous. This kind of control 
does not guarantee our fri!edoms, but tends to threaten them. 

Please, pay attention to al of the public who spoke with you at 
your meeting in Virginia. I watched it on C-span, and only wished that I could have been there to voice my 
opinion I have 
been very distressed for a long time by these monopolies. It is 
unAmerican 

thank you, 
John Drean 
Florida papadeeda@aol,com 

mailto:Papadeeda@aol.com


Stephanie Kost - Question on regulations? 

From: Shawn Miracle 
To: Mike Powell 
Date: 3/1/03 341  PM 
Subject: Question on regulations? 

Dear Mr. Powell: 

Page 1 

I am writing to tell you of my opposition to the proposed changes by your agency to the current Media 
Ownership Rules. 

Further concentration of media ownership does not serve our democratic society based upon democratic 
principles, but instead undermines it. Following World War 0. our government placed restrictions upon 
news media outlet ownership because of how totalitarian regimes used controlled media concentrated in 
the hands of a few corporations and government agencies to control their people and move the world 
towards war. The proposed changes to the current Media Ownership Rules completely undermines this 
principle that so many Americans have fought to defend from our countrys birth to the present. 

Furthermore, the series of reports released by the FCC about the current media marketplace are focused 
almost entirely on the economic impact of relaxing the ownership rules. They ignore the public's interest 
in a diverse and independent press. You have also scheduled only one public hearing regarding this 
issue. The FCC has barely publicized the proposed changes, and combined with a very short public 
comment period I can only surmise that you hope to sneak these changes past the American people. I 
certainly didnt find out about them as a result of anything that was done by your agency. 

You should be ashamed that an agency under your leadership is not using what is in the best interests of 
the American public as its guiding principle, but instead is thinking of what is most profitable for a few huge 
corporations who only care about the bottom line, not about what is good for democracy. 

Sincerely yours, 

Shawn alan Miracle 

240 Cranes Gap Rd 

Carlisle, PA 17013 

Do you Yahoo!? 
Yahoo! Tax Center - forms, calculators, tips, and more 

a 
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,-r. L._ UAHTF: OR LATE FILED ~~~~~~~~L \ 4 

From: JJenred5@aol.com 
To: 
Adelstein 
Date: 2/22/03 1 :07AM 
Subject: Democracy and the FCC 

Dear Mr. Powell - 

I am concerned about the rate at which news, radio and print are being owned 
by single companies. I have recently learned that the air waves are actually 
owned by the American people and that the television and radio companies use 
these lines. If this is the case, why is it that I hear such little 
diversity of views aired on all of these stations? It seems to me that this 
is yet another example of where a separation of corporation and state is 
required but sorely lacking. 

This country is meant to be land of the free, but how free can we all truly 
be without the freedom to make well educated choices about our world? Just 
as in evolution, less diversity equals greater vulnerability. 

I am concerned that our democracy is threatened by a lack of diverse views in 
our media. Can you please tell me why this is happening and what I can do to 
help prevent it? 

Thank you. 

Jen McGowan 
1967 Shenandoah St., #9 
Los Angeles, CA 90034 

Mike Pow& Kathleen Abernathy. Michael Copps. KM KJMWEB. Commissioner 

62 .271  

RECEIVED 
MAR 2 0 2003 

Federal cOmmlcaGons Commissmn 
Office d the Secretary 

mailto:JJenred5@aol.com
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From: Dustin Wesley 
To: Mike Powell 
Date: 2/23/03 0:45PM 
Subject: War 

Michael K Powell 

Chairman 

Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Street, SW 
Washington, D.C. 20554 

RECEIVE 

MAR 2 o 2003 

Dear Mr. Powell: 

I am writing to tell you of my opposition to the proposed changes by your agency to the current Media 
Ownership Rules. 

Further concentration of media ownership does not serve our democratic society based upon democratic 
principles, but instead undermines it. Following World War 11, our government placed restrictions upon 
news media outlet ownership because of how totalitarian regimes used controlled media concentrated in 
the hands of a few corporations and government agencies to control their people and move the world 
towards war. The proposed changes to the current Media Ownership Rules completely undermines this 
principle that so many Americans have fought to defend from our country's birth to the present. 

Furthermore, the series of reports released by the FCC about the current media marketplace are focused 
almost entirely on the economic impact of relaxing the ownership rules. They ignore the public's interest 
in a diverse and independent press. You have also scheduled only one public hearing regarding this 
issue. The FCC has barely publicized the proposed changes, and combined with a very short public 
comment period I can only surmise that you hope to sneak these changes past the American people. I 
certainly didn't find out about them as a result of anything that was done by your agency. 

You should be ashamed that an agency under your leadership is not using what is in the best interests of 
the American public as it's guiding principle, but instead is thinking of what is most profitable for a few 
huge corporations who only care about the bottom line, not about what is good for democracy. 

Sincerely yours, 

Dustin Wesley d 
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Po Box 46 

Biwabik, Mn 55708 

RECEIVED 

IncrediMail - Email has finally evolved -Click Here 

MAR 2 0 2003 

Federal CMlmunt~abau ' Commission 
Omce of the Secretary 


