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COMMENTS

BellSouth Corporation, on behalf of itself and its wholly owned subsidiaries

("BellSouth"), hereby submits its comments on the Notice ofProposed Rulemaking released by

the Commission on February 25,2003. 1

1. In the Notice, the Commission requested comment ofthe Joint Board's Recommended

Decision regarding the definition of services supported by universal service? In its

Recommended Decision, the Joint Board generally recommended that the Commission not

modify the existing list of services supported by universal service. As discussed below,

BellSouth supports the Joint Board's conclusions.

2. In response to the Commission's referral to the Joint Board of the question of whether

any services should be added or deleted from the list supported services, the Joint Board opened

a proceeding. It issued a public notice that requested comment on whether any services should

be added to or removed from the list of core services supported by the universal service fund.

In the Matter ofFederal-State Joint Board on Universal Service, CC Docket No. 96-45,
Notice ofProposed Rulemaking, FCC 03-13 (rei. Feb. 25,2003) ("Notice").

2 In the Matter ofFederal-State Joint Board on Universal Service, CC Docket No. 96-45,
Recommended Decision, 17 FCC Rcd 14095 (2002) ("Recommended Decision").
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3. It was BellSouth's position then, and continues to be its position now, that based on

the statutory criteria for determining services to be included within the definition of universal

service, circumstances are not sufficiently different from when the list of core services was

established. Simply, there is no factual predicate for expanding or contracting the list of

supported services.

4. The Joint Board examined whether advanced services, soft dial tone, intrastate or

interstate toll, expanded service area and prepaid calling services should be added to the list. The

Joint Board also considered the issue of whether the definition of voice grade access should be

modified. The Joint Board agreed with the vast majority of commenting parties that the list of

supported services should not be expanded, concluding that none of the modifications that had

been proposed satisfied the statutory criteria for inclusion.3

5. In reaching its decision, the Joint Board recognized that "the definition of universal

service must strike the appropriate balance between ensuring the availability of fundamental

telecommunications services to all Americans and maintaining a federal universal service fund of

sustainable size.,,4 Its conclusions strike the necessary balance and provide a solid foundation

for the Commission to execute its responsibilities under Section 254 of the Communications

Act. 5

6. Accordingly, BellSouth supports the Joint Board's Recommended Decision and urges

the Commission to adopt the Joint Board's recommendations.

3

4

5

Recommended Decision, 17 FCC Rcd at 14097, ~ 7.

!d. at 14095, ~ 1.

47 U.S.C. § 254.
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Date: April 14,2003

3

Respectfully submitted,

BELLSOUTH CORPORATION

By: lsI Richard M. Sbaratta
Richard M. Sbaratta

Its Attorney

Suite 4300
675 West Peachtree Street, N. E.
Atlanta, Georgia 30375-0001
(404) 335-0738
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

I do hereby certify that I have this 14th day of April 2003 served the following parties to

this action with a copy of the foregoing COMMENTS OF BELLSOUTH by electronic filing

addressed to the parties listed below.

Marlene H. Dortch
Office of the Secretary
Federal Communications Commission
The Portals, 445 lih Street, S. W.
Room TW-A325
Washington, D. C. 20554

Qualex International
The Portals, 445 12th Street, S. W.
Room CY-B02
Washington, D. C. 20554

/s/ Juanita H. Lee
Juanita H. Lee
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