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April 17, 2003

BY HAND - EX PARTE PRESENTATION

Marlene Dortch, Secretary
Federal Communications Commission
The Portals
445 Twelfth Street, SW
Washington, DC 20554

ORIGINAL

Michael J. McCarthy
202.719.7134
mmccarth@wrf.com

Re: MB Docket No. 02-277, MM Docket Nos. 01-235, 01-317 and 00-244

Dear Ms. Dortch:

Pursuant to Section 1.1206 of the Commission's rules, please associate the attached
eight copies of a letter to Chairman Powell with the records in the above-referenced
proceedings.

Very truly yours,

}~~u(Jdrt7
Michael J. McCarthy
Counsel to Belo Corp.

cc: Chairman Michael Powell
Commissioner Kathleen Q. Abernathy
Commissioner Michael J. Copps
Commissioner Kevin J. Martin
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein
Mr. W. Kenneth Ferree
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BELD

Robert W. Decherd
Chainnan of Ihl:' Board
Presidenl and Chi4Ex('nJliT'f Office)

April 16, 2003

The Hon. Michael K. Powell
Chairman
Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street, NW
Washington, D.C. 20554

Dear Chairman Powell:

On behalf ofBelo, I offer these additional comments concerning the Commission's
pending ownership rulemaking.

Belo has participated in Commission rulemaking proceedings since the 1940s. We were
an active participant when most of the rules under review in this proceeding were
originally adopted, especially the newspaper/television cross-ownership proceeding in
1974-75. From that historical vantage point, it is Belo's strong belief that this proceeding,
with its nearly unprecedented voluminous record, is ripe for final action. All interested
stakeholders have had full opportunity to weigh in with their opinions on the rules. The
diversity of the media marketplace and the consumer behaviors that drive that
marketplace have been empirically documented with lengthy studies. Numerous field
hearings have been conducted. Therefore, Belo urges the Commission to complete this
proceeding on your announced schedule of June 2, 2003.

The time has come for proponents of divergent opinions to coalesce around a rational
revision of these long-outdated rules and to support the FCC's timely consideration and
adoption of substantially-modified rules. Unreasonable or unrelated agendas of some
groups should not delay bringing this proceeding to its scheduled conclusion.
Contemporary, enforceable ownership rules are infinitely preferable to the status quo,
even if the new rules do not satisfy each stakeholder's complete list ofdesired outcomes.

Accordingly, Belo supports a set of new ownership rules that does the following:

}- Uses a market test that is simple, straightforward and easy to calculate.

Continued ...
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;.. Pennits ownership ofmultiple media outlets in the great majority of U.S.
markets. This would encompass duopo1ies and cross-ownership of newspapers
and television stations, as well as other media outlets.

;.. Does not subject existing licensees to divestitures or other enforcement actions
based on post-acquisition market changes.

;.. Raises the national ownership cap up to 45% in return for favorable
Commission action on the "right to reject" and affiliation agreement
assignability matters raised in the pending NASA petition. We would also
assume that the revised cap would remain in place through the biennial review
of 2006, or longer.

;.. Leaves the dual network rule unmodified.

Mr. Chainnan, this position represents something of a departure from Belo's Comments
previously filed in this proceeding. But, as stated above, all parties need to make
reasonable concessions in support of your effort to complete the rulemaking. Belo's best
interests -- and those of all American citizens -- are served by prompt Commission action
adopting rules that satisfY most concerns of the parties to the proceeding.

Very truly yours,

cc: Commissioners Abernathy, Martin, Copps and Adelstein
W. Kenneth Ferree, Chief, Media Bureau
Marlene Dortch, Secretary of the Commission


