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Washington, D.C. 20354 

111 the Matter o f  

Atncndtiierit of tlie Comniission’s Rules for 
Impleinentation or i ts Cablc Operations And 
Licensing System (COALS) to Allo!~ for 
Electronic Fil ing o f  Licensing Applications. Forms, 
Registrations and Notifications in t l ie Multiclianiiel 
Video and Cablc Television Scrvice and the Cable 
‘Television Relay Service 

REPORT A N D  ORDER 

Adopted: M a r c h  13,2003 I<elt.ssed: March  19,2003 

B j  the Commission: 

1. INTRODUCTIOS 

I .  This Rcport and Order revises our rules gwerniny tliu i i l i t iy of the majority of forms filed by 
the public for the Multichannel Video and Cable Tclevision Service (..MVCTS”) and applications in the 
Cable Television Relay Service (TARS“) . ’  I n  addition to the C A R S  microwave applications, these 
forms include cablc television operator registrations. clianse 01’ opcrational information. cable television 
system reports. aeronautical frequency usage filings. and annual signal leakage reports. These rulc 
changes facilitate our implementation of the Cablc Operation, and 1-iccnsii~g System (“COALS”) and 
wi l l  allow for a new electronic f i l ing systcm. This action w i l l  rcduce the effort for Multichannel Video 
Programming Distributors (“MVPDs”) 10 f i le applications. repons. and other documents. It w i l l  also 
enhance the availability to the industry a i d  tlie public 0 1  cable system and multichannel video 
programming systems information. This action i s  also anothcr step for the Commission in complying 
with Government Paperwork Elimination Act.’ 

11. BACKGROUND 

7. The National Cable and Telecomniutiications Associariot1 (NCTA) was the only party that 
wbmitted comniciits in response to the Notice of Proposcd Rule Making (“NPRM”) in this proceeding.’ 
The comments supported thc proposals. except for thc one which would make electronic f i l ing 
mandatory. N o  one fi led reply comments. 

The other forms are not aftected. The other forms arc those related IO rare regulation-FCC Forms 328 and 1200 

Pub. I.. No. 105-277. _I i l l e  XVII. I12 Star. 2681 (1998). 

At rhc ritnc comments were tiled. NCTA was named the National Cable Television Association. 

I 

Ihrough I740&and Open Video Sbstem (“OVS”) ceditication. 

I 
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3 .  111 this proceeding we reviewed our rules regarding information fi led with tlic Commission 
and proposcd modifications only where ncceisary to implement COALS. Our objective is  to expedite 
processing and reduce costs l o  the Commission. cable operators, and the public by making tlic f i l i ng  and 
re\  ieu process raster and simpler. COALS w i l l  enable a11 M V P D  applicants, licensees, and registrants 
(hereinafter referred to as "cIcctro~iic filers"). for the f i r s t  time, to fi le CARS license applications and 
5eberal other voluminous filings electronically, thus incrcasing the speed and efficiency o f  the 
application and t i l ing process. Filers w i l l  he charged nornial fees for filing under COALS. but w i l l  save 
time and rcsourccs by f i l ing clectronically. 

4. COALS currently makes CARS license and various M V P D  itironnation more acccssiblc to 
and more iisable by Commission staff in carrying out our regulatory responsibilities. This has enabled 
the Commissioti staff to  speed up processing and to more easily monitor spectrum use and competitive 
conditions in the M V P D  marhetplace. I t  also promotes more effcctivc implementation of our spectrum 
inaiiageinent and broadband policies. 

5. By inaking COALS accessible via the Internet. we w i l l  now enhance the availability of cable 
system and otlicr M V P D  inlormation to the industry and the public. These changes w i l l  benefit not only 
Comniission licensees and regulatees. but also members o f  the public that have historically had little or 
no easy direct access to such information. COALS wi l l  allow persons seeking to obtain licensing 
information to search our database and retrieve the desired information. This w i l l  be more cost-effective, 
efficient. and rcsponsive to the needs or the public tliaii obtaining copies o f  Commission records 
manually tirom the Commission's copy contractor or the Commission's public reference rooms. The 
burdens o f  f i l ing applications or obtaining informatioii w i l l  likely be reduced. Commission orders, 
Public Notices, and uther releases w i l l  continue 10 be availablc 011 the Internet without charge. 

6. In the NPRM we asked for comment on the following issues and proposals: 

a) making clcctronic f i l ing mandatory, or optional; 
b) modifying the M V C T S  filings and CARS application forms to make f i l ing less 

burdensome: 
c) consolidating and. in some cases. revising the rules that determine whether a change 

to a pending CARS application or existing CARS authorization i s  major or minor; 
d)  amending return and dismissal procedures for defective or incomplete applications: 
e) standardizing the collection o f  information from M V P D s  and CARS licensees; 
I) requiring the submission o f  a Taxpayer Identification Number ("TM") or i t s  

functional equivalent by applicants and licensees using COALS, consistent with the 
requirements o f  the Debt Collection Improvement Act of 1996; and 

g) eliminating unnecessary or duplicative f i l ing or notice requirements. 

111. DISCUSSION 

A. Electronic Filing 

7. With the introduction o f  COALS, we w i l l  have the abil ity to accept electronic filing o f  the 
forms. applications. registrations, and notifications most regularly used by MVPDs. We proposed that 

cable operators and other MVPDs f i l ing forms, applications. registrations, and notifications have the 
option o f  f i l ing electronically. Optional electronic filing for M V P D s  i s  in the public interest because it 
wil l  help to accomplish our goals of- (I) providing a smooth transition to mandatory use o f  COALS; (2) 
continually streamlining our f i l ing process: (3) affording parties a quick and economical means to f i le 
applications and other documents; and (4) making a l l  t i led information quickly and easily available to 
intcres~ed partics and the public. We believe that the effect o f  this option on applicants and licensees 
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wi l l  bc beiirficial. Indeed. COALS i s  intended to relieve the burdens on a l l  filers o f  the time and cost of 
paper ti I ings. 

8 .  W e  proposed to require electronic ti l ing a f te r  a transitional period, during which electronic 
fi l ing would be optional. This i s  essentiall? the process t l ia t  the Commission has followed, for exaniple, 
in its wireless and mass media license application processes.' We provide for such a transitional period 
recognizing that somc small cable operators serving rural areas may not have access to computers with 
the hardware or capability to utilize the software iiecessary to submit their applications electronically. 
A s  it was iii the Broadcast Services context. electronic f i l ing o f  each form wi l l  become inaiidatorg. six 
months after that form becoiiies available for f i l ing electronically.' 

9. N C T A  objected to making use o f  C0AI.S inaiidatory.6 N C T A  argues that most systems w i l l  
t ind use of COALS an opportunity. but that the smallest systems may tind i t  unduly burdensome. To 
address that concern. w e  wi l l  adopt a waiver process. The convenience and ease o f  use o f  COALS w i l l  
result in a natural tendency toward electronic fi l ing. Most filers w i l l  use i t  when it becomes available. A 
few filers, Iiowever, may have legitimate reasons for not using COALS. To avoid making the use o f  
COALS unacceptably burdensome, we w i l l  allow filers to request a waiver o f  our electronic filing 
requirement. As with any request for a waiver o f  the Coininission's Rules, "the applicant must be 
prepared to 'plead with particularity the facts and circumstances' warranting a waiver of our mandatory 
electronic fi l ing rules. For example, the applicant should ,et forth thc specific reasons why electronic 
filing would constitule aii unreasonable burden or e ~ p e n s e . ~  Wc expect the number of waiver requests to 
bc sniall, and we w i l l  not routinely grant waivers o tou r  niandalory fi l ing requirement after thc phase in 
period. 

3.7 

IO. Section 508 o f  the Rehabilitation Act o f  1073. a s  amcndcd. requires federal agencies to make 
materials available in accessible formats for persons with di\ahilities." We asked for suggestions to make 
COALS more accessible to individuals with disabililiei in l l fh l  of this obligatioll. No comments were 
received in t h i s  regard. The Commission has established standards for wcb design l o  ensure accessibility 
for disabled pcrsons. We wi l l  follow those procedures for meetins this requirement. 

I I .  We requested comment on whether applicant.;. liceiisees. and registrants subject to electronic 
ti l ing would benefit if the Commission maintainctl computer facilities at  the Washington, D.C., 
headquarters for the public to use IO filc forins electronically. N o  one expressed a need for such 
facilities. and we w i l l  not provide them at this riinc. Tlic ahil ity to f i l e  v i a  the Internet makes such 
facilities unnecessary 

See. c..g., I998 Bienniul ReguIu~op Review, - S/reunilitiing of 1 lu.c.7 hledio App/icurion$, Rules, und Proi.es.scs, 13 
FCC Rcd 23056 (1998). Biennial Reguluton, R e v i w  - .Ariteridnieii, CI/ Parrs ( 1 .  1. 1 3 ,  22. 21, 26, 80, 87, 90. 9 j ,  97, 
and IO1 o/rhcz ('omniission b Rule,c ro Fuci11101e rhc. Dc.wIopmc,m und U.sc o/rhe llniver,sul Licensing L'+sreni in the 
Wire1e.s.v Telrci,mni~inicorions .S~rvices. I 3  FCC Rcd 2 1027 ( 1948) 

,S/reainliniii~ of hluss hledru Applicarions, I3 FCC Rcd a! Zj06 I 

NCTA Commcnts. Seplernber 6, 2000, at 2 - 3. 

I 

5 

6 

' Slreumllning o/Mu.cs ,Medru App1icalion.s. 1 j FCC Rcd at 2306 I (ciring Waif Radio v FCC. 418 F.2d 1 1  53. I I57 
( I  969)). 

Id.. n. 14. 

29 U S  C. $ $  791 -94 

8 

9 
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12. Current Commission rules require sending applications or filings that require a fee to the 
Coinmission's lochhov hank i n  Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. with the fee and FCC Form 159." As proposed, 
h e  will allow MVI'U lilers to pay their fees electronically or to send them to the Commission's lock box 
bank as in the past." Filers wi l l .  however, now he required to liave an FCC Registration Number (FRN) 
obtained through the Commission Registration System (CORES).'' Currenf Commissioti rules also 
require that MVPDs  provide Iiand-written signatnres on filings with the Commission. COALS w i l l  allow, 
electronic filers to provide an electronic signature. As proposed. an electronic signature w i l l  consist of 
the i iante of the applicant transmitted electronically via COALS and entered on the application as a 
signattire. 

13. In  1996 Congress enacted the Debt Collectioti Improvement Act ("DCIA") as part o f  an 
e l t i r r t  to increase Collection o f  delinquent govcmment debts from private entities." As a result o f  the 
DCIA.  the Commission is  required to monitor and provide information about i t s  regulatees to the U.S. 
Treasury Therc i s  a requirement that the Commission collect Taxpayer Identifying Numbers ("TIN")'4 
and share them with the U.S. Treasury to ensure that the Cornmission does not refund monies to entities 
that have an outstanding debt to the Federal Governincnt. TINS are 9-digit numbers required of a l l  
individuals and employers to identify their tax accounts. Individuals use their Social Security Number as 
their TINS. while employers use the Employer Identification Number ( " E r n " )  issued by the IRS to al l  
employers." TINS are an integral part o f  the DCIA system and are necessary for the collection o f  
delinquent debt o\bed to federal agencies. The use o f  a TIN is intended to allow the Government to 
niatcli a payment request by an enlity with information that may exist about delinquencies in payment 
that thc entity or another entity may have. As a result. since Apri l  26: 1996, federal agencies have been 
required to share among themselves the TINS o f  benefit recipients.'" The Financial Management Service 
0 1  the U.S. Treasury has recommended that agencies ohtain the TIN when an agency first has dircct 
contact with a person. 

14. The Commission has already takeit steps to ensure proper collection of  TINS using CORES. 
Parties seeking to t i l e  using COALS wi l l  be required to obtain a unique identification number, the FRN, 
through CORES and supply i t  when doing business with the Commission via COALS." As stated in the 
CORES Order. the Commission would like to limit the reporting o f  T N  information to registration in 
CORES, requiring use o f  TlNs in the licensing proccss only i n  unusual circumstances." Consistent with 
this policy, a l l  parties seeking to f i le through COALS w i l l  be required to submit an FRN. Filers w i l l  be 

'"47 C.F.R. I; 0.401(b) 

See Id. 0 I I I 10 I 1  

ld. 6 5  1.8001 - 04; Adoption O fa  Mandator?. FCC Registration Number, 16 FCC Rcd 16138 (2001). 

Omnibus Consolidated Rescissions and Appropriations Act of 1996, Puh. L. No. 104-134, Chapter I O ,  I10 Slat. l i  

1321, 1321-;58- l;?l-3Xl (1996)(DCIA). 

" 3 I U.S.C. 9 7701(c)(l). "Taxpayer Identifying Numbers" are also refcmed to as "Taxpayer ldentificarion 
lu'umbers.'' 

'' All employers receive ElNs  regardless of whether they pay taxes. These employers include corporations, sole 
proprictors, partnerships. state and local governments. limited liability companies, non-profit organizations, and 
federal government and military ayncies 

sw31 L1.S.C 5 7 7 0 I ( C ) ( l )  Ih 

1: Adoption ofa Mandatory FCC Registrarion Number. 16 FCC Rcd 16138 (2001) 

Id. at Ihl4;. Id 
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issued a COALS systcm log-iii and associated password for access to the electronic system. Parties 
sribinitting forms on paper must supply their FRNs on thosc forms, where applicable, hecause all such 
information bill he placed into COALS and an FRN i s  necessary to process these forms. 

15. The TR\I currently i s  part of thc required information for MVPDs when they file on paper 
and is. rhereforc, available to the public when searching our paper records. This required information 
w i l l  be replaced by the FRN for those accessing, for example. a particular cable system registration 
statement or CARS application. We sought comment on whether a TIN, for privacy and other reasons. 
should not be available to tliose searching the database electronically, even though the TIN would be 
availablc to tliose searching through t l ie  same rccords had they becti filed 011 paper. As COALS wi l l  not 
collect the TW directly, but only ilirougli CORES, this information w i l l  no longer bc available for 
searches and othcr public inspection. 

16. We received no comments on whether requiring tlie use of TINS with the COALS systems 
would satisfy the requirements o f  the DClA and would providc a unique identifier for parties f i l ing 
applications with COALS that would ensure that  the system functions properly. We decide that the FRN 
should be required of electronic filers because i t  is unique to each, and these parties w i l l  l ikely have 
already obtained an FRN through the mandatory FCC Kegistration process in order to conduct their 
business. The FRN w i l l  not, however. be used as the COALS log-in. Wc have also decided that the F-RN 
wi l l  not be included with oii-screen data presentcd to persons rctrieving information through COALS. 
except where the COALS user is the entity whose FRN i s  displayed. COALS w i l l  require users to log in 
with their user name and password in order to f i le applications or forms wirh the Commission. A log-in 
w i l l  not be required for general COALS searchcs. 

17. Currently, Cornmission rules rcquire f i le rs  to supply spccitied numbers o f  copies o f  
applications. forms. and pleadings filed with tlie Commission lo ensure that staff have access to the 
documents and that timely information is provided to the public.!' In this proceeding, we proposed to 
eliminate copy requirements tliat are no longer necessary. We conclude that reducing the number o f  
copies that parties file makes sense and serves the public interest. Sucli requirements w i l l  become 
unnecessary under planned enhancements to COALS. Currcntly. multiple copies are required to make 
application and licensing information available to the public and to Commission employees. We expect, 
however. that COALS wi l l  ultimately provide an unprecedented degree o f  accessibility to this 
information. When COALS i s  l'ully implemented. whether CARS license applications or various other 
documents are filed electronically or on paper, information w i l l  be available online to interested parties 
and to the Commission's staff .  After completc implementat io~~ o f  COALS, pertinent information that is  
filed 011 papcr w i l l  be entered into COALS and w i l l  be availablc in the same fashion as information that 
was fi led clcctronically. Thus, there w i l l  no longer be a nced for an applicant to file additional paper 
copies. 

B. Practices and Procedures Revisions 

1. Forms 

18. Currently, a cable opcrator i s  required to fi le a registration statement with the Commission, 
which includes i t s  legal name, mailiiig address. aiid other operator information." Any change to the 
cable operator's legal name. mailing address or operatioiial status must also be filed with the 
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Commission." Hefbre using aeronautical frequencies. an  M V P D  must notify tlir Commission o f  the 
specific frequencies used and sqsteni parameters." Thc M V P D  i s  currently given thr choice as to the 
ibrmat for Ihe submission 01'  this information. as no FCC fornis exist for the provision o i  this 
intorinatioii. 

19. To  facilitate electronic t i l ing and review. w wil l  create three new forms for these processes. 
The first form, FCC Form 321; wi l l  formalize and standardize the format i n  which M V P D s  provide 
notiticalion to u s  regarding usagc of  aeronautical frequencies. Under Section 76.1 804(t). MVPDs are 
required to provide a description or their routine monitoring procedures used for compliance with the 
aeronautical frequency usage rules.2' For ease o f  form implementation, we wi l l ,  as proposed, allow 
MVPDs to certify on FCC Form 321 that their monitoring procedures fully comply with the requirements 
ot Scctions 76.614 and 76.1706 or our rules." We wi l l  assign unique FCC Identifiers to non-cable 
MVPD5, similar to CUlDs used for cable systems, to track the subsequent f i l i ng  and collection of the 
annual signal leakage report (FCC Form 320) as required under Section 76.620.'' I n  addition, to  
facilitate the electronic f i l ing o f  FCC Form 320 after a non-cable M V P D  system i s  sold to a new entity, 
we w i l l  incorporate a function in COALS to enable tlie updating o f  information for the MVPD.  The 
second new form. FCC Form 322, w i l l  formalize and standardize the format for cable community 
resistrations. The third new form, FCC Form 324, w i l l  formalize and standardize the format used when a 
cable operator needs to notify us o f  a change in  name. mailing address. or operational status. As a whole, 
these three fornis w i l l  facilitate electronic filing by creating a uniform format by which a l l  M V P D s  
provide their information, making it easier for the filers and for Commission personnel to process the 
filings. These forms w i l l  be available for downloading from our website. Creation of these forms will 
require OMB approval, at which time. notice and an opportunily for comment w i l l  be provided. 

20. As proposed, we will eliminate tlie requirement that the Commission give public notice o f  
cable television registration statements." I t  has been our experience that registration statement public 
notices are not generally used to track registration data and do not generate public comment. Further, as 
proposed, we w i l l  eliminate thc requirement that registrants disclose the date upon which they served 50 
or more subscribers.'- This requirement no longer serves a regulatory purpose." 

21. Also. as proposed, we wi l l  simplify and modernize FCC Form 327, used for applications in 
tlic Cable Television Relay Service, as indicated in Appendix B, to eliminate duplicative information and 
inf<miiation that is no longer required.'" We w i l l  rearrange and update fields on the form and schedules 

'I Id. $ 76.1610. 

~~ Id. 5 76.1804. This requirement applies IO noncable MVPDs under Section 76.620, id. 5 76.620 I, 

?~; / < '/. 76. I804(f) 

Id. $ 4  76.614 gL 76.1706 

'' Id. 6 76.610. 

'"d. $ 76.lXOl(d). 

"/d $ 76.180I(a)(J). 

" The requirement stems from an earlier definition of the t e rm  "cable system" which included only entities serving 
50 or morc subscribers .See Cable Television Repon and Order, FCC 72-1 08, 37 Fed. Reg. 3 2 5 2  (1972). 

1 lic curreni Form 2 7  is t l ic original ver>ion which was created close to three decades ago and has nor becn 
rcvised sincc rhat timc. Significanr chanses to the Forni 327 include simplifying Schedule B. purring a l l  transmitter 
dak on Schedule C and a l l  data for each receive s i te on Schedule D. adopting antenna structure codes in consonance 

(continued.. .) 

'I, 

6 
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attached to the form and clarify instructions. Further. wc w i l l  modify Form 327 to be consistent with 
olhcr electronicall> filed forms currently in use by 11ie Commission. 

2. CARS Licensing 

72. Under currcnl CARS rules. the standards for distinguisliing behveen major and minor filings, 
patlicularly amendmcnts to applications and modifications o f  licenses. are defined under Section 78.109 
of tlie Commission's rules.'" The distinction behveen major and minor filings has significant procedural 
consequences iii the application process bccause a major amendment to an application causes the 
application to bc considered newly filed, wliicli requires an additional fee, sets a new filing date, and 
begins a new 30 day statutory comment period; a minor amendment generally has no impact on the filing 
date. A m j o r  modification. therefore. i s  subject to the same public notice requirement as a new 
application. A minor modification. by contrast, does iiot trigger public notice obligations and usually 
does not delay Commission approval. 

23. Thc implementation o f  COALS providcs a unique opportunity to implement a single set o f  
uniform standards for defining major and minor amendmcnts to applications and modifications o f  CARS 
licenscs. The Commission i s  authorized to adopt rules classifying amendments as either major or 
minor." As proposed. we adopt a single rule that defines categories o f  major and minor changes for 
purposcs of determining whether an amendment to an application or request for license modification is 
major or minor. Wc are not, however. revising the types o f  applications that require public notice or 
frcquency coordination. 

MAJOR 

The fbllowing changes w i l l  bc considered major: 

. 

. . 

. 

A n y  increase in bandwidth; 
Any change in the transmitting antenna system o f  a station, other than a CARS 
pickup station, including the direction of the main radiation lobe, directive 
pattern antenna gain or transmission line or location; 
Any change in tlie type of modulation; 
Any change in the location o f  a station transmitter, other than a CARS pickup 
station transmitter. except a move within the same building or upon the tower or 
mast or a change in the area o f  operation of a CARS pickup station; 
Any change in frequency assignment including polarization; 
Any increase in authorized operating power; 
Any substantial change in ownership or control; 
Any addition or change in frequency, excluding removing a frequency; 
Any modification or amendment rcquiring an environmental assessment (as 
governed by 47 C.F.K. $ 5  I .  I30 I - I 3  19. including historic preservation under 
5 I.l307(a)(4) and 16 U.S.C. 5 470 (National Historic Preservation Act)); 
Any request requiring frequency coordination: or 

(...continued from previous page) 
wilh ULS. and moving programming for each path to Schedule E. 

~"47( ' .1 ;R.$78.109.  

.%-e 47  lJ.S.C. 5 309(2). : I  
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Any modification or aincndmcnt rcquiring notification to the Federal Aviation 
Administration as defined in 47 C.F.R. Part 17. Subpart 8.  

blvl 

Minor changes w i l l  include: 

Any name cliaiige not involving change in ownership or control o f t l ie  license; 
Any change to  administrative information, e.g., address. telephone number, 
contact person; 
Any change in ownership that does not affect tlic identity or controlling interest 
of the licensee; 
L,owering power: 
Removing one or more channels: or . Deleting a path. 

We will. as proposed. allow licensees to implement minor technical or physical modifications to their 
facilities without prior Cornmission approval. 1.icensees w i l l  be required only to notify us within 30 days 
after implementing the change. I n  thc Notice. we asked whether there might be times when applicants 
and licensees submit multiple amendments or modifications that individually w,ouId bc considered minor 
changes, but that, cumulatively, might constitute a major change. We received no comments on this issue 
and. upon further consideration, we do not anticipate that cumulative ininor amendments or changes w i l l  
be a significant issue. ThereTore. cumulative minor amendniellts or changes w i l l  not become major 
ainendinents or changes. 

74. Currently, Section 1.49 of our rules allows pleadings and documents filed in most 
Commission proceedings to be filed electronically." Once COALS i s  implemented. we intend to 
enhance COALS t o  allou# pleadings and informal requests for Commision actions associated with CARS 
applications or licenses to be filed electronically. Such pleadings include petitions to deny, petitions for 
reconsideration. applications for review, cornmetits, motions for cxtension of time. and subsequently 
filed pleadings related to such filings (i.e., oppositions and replies). We expect such an enhancement to 
COALS to bc forthcoming and that the system wi l l  be able to accept pleadings prepared in several 
popular software formats. Whcn such an eiiliaiicement i s  made. we will. as proposed, allow electronic 
t i l ing o f  pleadings regarding CARS applications as an option. Electronic filers o f  pleadings w i l l  be 
rcquired to identify the application or license at  issue. This w i l l  enable us to easily associate pleadings 
with related applications and make the pleadings accessible to the public. In addition. we w i l l  continue 
to require parties submitting pleadings via COALS to serve paper copies on al l  interested parties. We 
w i l l  allow electronic scrvice where the party to be served consents in advance in its pleadings. As 
proposed. when a party has agreed to electronic service o f  a document. the three-day mailing rule for 
computation of time purposes w i l l  not apply, and electronic service w i l l  be considered the same as 
facsimile service.'~' 

.- 

25. The Commission's rules permit CARS licensees to request certain minor actions by letter 
Each year we receive hundreds of letter requests. which must be instead of a formal application." 

-~ 
' -  47 C.F.R. 6 I .49(1). 

" .V:P Id. 4 I .4(h) 
.. 

il S i c , .  c g . ,  id 9 78 27(h) (notice to the Comlnission of completion of construction or request for an extension of 
time ro complere conwuction). 

X 
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processed maniially. We sought coininri l l  on whcther to require requests relating to licenses or 
applications to he filcd using C 0 A I . S  f o r m  rather than continuing to accept and process letter requests. 
Our forms are widel) availahlc to the public on the FCC's wch page" and through a fax-on-demand 
her\ ice."' and tlicir usc should hc far less burdensome for tllc public than drafting a letter request. Using 
a limn instead of a letter !bill also enable Commision s t a f f  to handle requests more quickly and 
accurately. In  addition. some actions could. i f  f i lcd electronically, be processed without staff 
intervention. thus relie\ing the Comniission o f  a significant processing burden. Nonetheless. we are 
miiidfi i l  that i t  ma! be unduly burdensome for some licensees to usc a specific form rather than a lettcr to 
request miiior changes to at1 application or liccnse: such as a change o f  address. We specifically asked 
whether letter requests should be pcrinitted tinder certain circumstances. arid if so, what those 
circumstances would he. We received no comments. We presume that the burden was not deemed 
unacceptable. In conformance with our intent to require electronic filing, we w i l l  require that a l l  requests 
relating to licenses or applications w i l l  be filed through COALS when i t  is fully implemented. Further, 
the rcvised Form 327 can accommodate most actions on minor changes. 

3. Other Issues 

26. I n  reviewing our processing functions to adapt them to electronic filing, we proposed to 
eliminate some existing information collection reqiiireinents that no longer serve a useful purpose or that 
can hc further streamlined. Wc sought comment on the types of tcclinical data that we should collect 
From applicants and licensees and asked whether there are particular data collection requirements that 
should he either added or deleted. 

27. Some filingh. such as C A R S  applications and Aeronautical Frequency Notifications, require 
geogapliic coordinates. Filers ore generally required to submit coordinates using the 1927 North 
American Datum ("NAD27") survey. A more recent North American Datum ("NAD83") was completed 
in 1983. which prnvidcs updated Coordinate data." NAD83 was adopted as the official coordinate 
system For the United States in 1989. On September I ,  1992; the Commission issued a public notice 
noting the changc and stating that i t  would be converting ils databases to NAD83.'8 At that time, 
however. in order to provide sufficient time to study the changes, the Commission allowed applicants to 
continue indefinitely to provide coordinates using NAD27.  

.~ 

28. It has been over a decade since the Commission issued the datum conversion Puhlic Notice. 
We conclude thar the public has had an ample amount o f  time to convert to NAD83.  Further. use o f  
NAD83 w i l l  result in more accurate decisions and w i l l  also conform to the current Federal Aviation 
Administration rcgularions. which require the use of NAD83 data. In addition, use o f  NAD83 
coordinates w i l l  conform to the Antenna Structure Registration ("ASR") system in use by the 
Commission's Wireless Telecommunications Bureau. As proposed, a l l  MVPD submissions w i l l  be 
required to provide data using the NAD83  datum when COALS is implemented. After this date, 
applications and forms providing NAD27  coordinates w i l l  110 longer be accepted. 

i' <http:.'iwww.fcc.gov!forinpage.htmI;, 

'' Pattie5 can call 1-202-4 18-01 77 from the handset of an># fax machine and follow the recorded insirnetions 
.- 
.'' NAD83 IS a subsei o f  World Geodetic System of 1984 (WGSS.1). For mapping and chatting purposes, NAD83 
and WCS84 should be considered cquivalent. 

Sw "The Federal Commuiiicarions Conmission Conrinucc io Require Applicants to Use Coordinates Based on the 
Nonli American l>aruin of 1927." 7 fFCC Rcd 6096 (1992). 

:ii 

http:.'iwww.fcc.gov!forinpage.htmI
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20. We designed the COALS f i l ing systcm lo reduce fi l ing errors resulting from incomplete 
filiiigs. For example. COALS w i l l  pre-fill owiicrsliip and address information for applicants who are 
already Commission licensees. It w i l l  also interactively chcck that rcquired elements o f  applications are 
completed and pronipt applicants to correct errors before the systcm w i l l  accept the application. This 
w i l l  climiiiate the delay and expense caused by the return of incomplete or incorrectly completed forms 
t o  the applicant. W c  anticipate that use of COALS wi l l  expedite the acceptance of routine filings and the 
grant o f  applications. 

30. Initially. forms w i l l  be submitted interactively. Interactive f i l ing involves data transinission 
with screen-by-screen prompting from the Commission's COALS system. Interactive filers w i l l  receive 
prompts from the system identifying data entries outside the acceptable ranges of data for the individual 
fields at the time the data entry i s  made. Because iiitcractive filers w i l l  be able to enter corrected 
inforniatioti in rcal time, they are less l ikely to subniir applications that are incomplete or incorrect. 
When COALS i s  fully implemented, i t  w i l l  provide an alternative means to f i le form-batch fi l ing. 
Batch filers w i l l  then send batches o f  data IO the Commission for compiling. 

3 I. As proposed, w e  wi l l  conform our t i l ing rule, for a l l  MVCTS and CARS f i le rs  so that a l l  
filers w i l l  be subject to the samc requirements and procedures for defective or incomplete submissions. 
Regardless of the f i l ing method, a l l  submissions with an insufficient fcc. grossly deficient or inaccurate 
information: or those without a valid signature, w i l l  he dismished immediately. For any submission that 
is found subsequently to have minimally deficient or itiaccuratc information. we w i l l  notify the fi ler o f  
the defect. We w i l l  allow operators 15 days from the date o f  thi\ inotification to correct or amend the 
submission i f t he  amendment is minor. 

32. For CARS applications, if the applicant f i l c h  a rimel) corrected application with a minor 
amendment. i t  w i l l  be processed in accordance will1 the Commission's rules.39 Thus, i t  w i l l  have no 
effect on thc initial f i l ing date o f  the application or the applicant's filing pr ior i ty  If, however, the 
amendment made by the applicant is not a simple correction. but coiistitutes a major amendment to the 
application. i t  w i l l  be governed by the rules and procedurcs applicahle to major amendments, that is, it 
w)i l l  follow the procedures of a new application with a ne\\ f i l ing date and new fees must be paid by the 
applicant. Finally, if the applicant f a i l s  to submit an aincilded application within the period specified in 
the norification of the defect by the Commission, the application \ b i l l  be suhject to dismissal for failure to 
prosecute." 

IV .  CONCLUSION 

33, We w i l l  provide electronic t i l ing through COALS to make the MVPD and CARS 
authorization processes more efficient. Development o t  clcctronic fi l ing and widely available databases 
for the cable services w i l l  shorten application fi l ing timcs. mahe the most recent data concerning cable 
operators and other spectrum users available to the public. and relieve the administrative burden on the 
Commission o f  processing manual filings. Acco rd in~~ l j .  i t  i s  iii the public interest to implement the 
electronic f i l ing of applications and other doctiinenti a t  the earliest possible time. COALS 
implementation. and the combined application and proces5ing rules adopted herein, w i l l  help achieve that 
goa I. 
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V. PHVCEDURAL MATTERS 

54. F i r d  liegzi/u/on. F /e ,~ Ih i l i /~ -  . 4 l l N / l ~ , s i . ~ .  A s  rcquired bq the Regulatory Flcxibil iry Act 
The 

Commission sought written public comments on the possible significant economic impact o f  the  
propowd policie.. and rules on small entitics in the ;Vo/ice. including comments on the IRFA. Pursuant to 
the KFA.” a Final Regulatory Flexibil i ty Analysis is contained in AppendixC. 

(..RFA‘.) . ~ I l  an Initial Regulator\ Flcxibil i ty Analysis (.‘IRFA”) was incorporated in the Ni)rice. 

3 5 .  / ’ q x v w r k  Rrducrion .4c/. This Report and Order contains new or modified information 
collection requiremetits subject to the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995 (“PRA”), Public Law 104-13. I t  
w i l l  be submitted to the Office of Management and Budget (“OMB”) for review under Section 3507(d) 
o f t he  P K A .  OMB. the general public, and other Federal agencies are invited to comment on the new or 
modified information collectioii requirements contained i n  this proceeding. 

VI. ORDERING CLAUSES 

36. Accordingly. IT IS  OKDERED that. pursuant to authority found in  Sections 4(i)-(j) of the 
Conilnunications Act o f  1934. as amended. 47 U.S.C. $9 I54(i)-Q). 303(c), (0, and (r), and 309(j), the 
Cornmission’s rules ARE AMENDED as set forth in Appcndix A.  

37.  ‘l-lie actioii contained herein has been analbred with respect to the Paperwork Reduction Act 
of 1995. Public [.a\+ 104-13. and found lo impose ne\\ or modified information collection requirements 
on the public. Implcmentation o f  these ne\\ or modified information collection requirements w i l l  be 
subject to approval by the Office o f  Managcmcnt and Budgct (OMB) as prescribed by the Paperwork 
Reduction Act. Gmsequently, IT IS  IFURTHEK ORDERED lhat thc amendmcnts to the Commission’s 
rules set forth in Appendix A WILL  BECOME EFFECTIVE upon announcement in the Federal Register 
of OMR approval or t l ic  iiew or modified information collecting rcquirements and the implementation of 
the electronic filing system specified therein. 

3 8 .  1T IS FURTHER ORDERED lhat the Commission’s Consumer and Governmental Affairs 
Bureau. Reference Information Center, SHAL.1. SEND a copy o f  this Report and Order, including the 
Final Regulatory Flexibility Analysis. to tlic Chief Counscl for Advocacy o f  the Small Business 
Administration 
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A. Further Information 

39. For further inforination concerning this Report and Order, contact Wayne T. McKee, (202) 
4 18-2355. or Michael Lancc, (202) 41 8-7014. Engineering Division, Media Bureau. 

40. '1.0 rcquesr malerials in accessible formats for people with disabilities (braille. large print, 
electronic files. audio format), send an e-mail to fcc504@,fcc.eov - or call the Consumer & Governmental 
Affairs Bureau a t  202-418-0531 (voice). 202-418-7365 (tty). 

FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION 

Marlene H. Dortcli 
Secretary 
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Appendix A 

RULE CHANGES 

Pans 0. I .  76. and 78 olVritle 47 of rhc  Code o f  Federal Regulations are amended as tollo\rs: 

P A K I  0   COMMISSION ORGANIZATION 

I .  

AIII'IIORITY: Secs. 5. 48 Stat. 1068- as amended; 47 U.S.C. 155. 223. unless otherwise iioted. 

'The authority citation for Part 0 continues to read 3s follows: 

2 .  

0 0.401 Locatinn of  Commission offices 

Revise 4 0.401(b)(3) to read as follows: 

* * * * *  

(b)* * * 

0 )  Alternatively. applications and otlicr filings may he w i t  clectronically via the Universal 
Licensing System ( U I S )  or the Cable Operations and Liceiisin: S!,stcnl (COALS) as appropriate for use 
ofthose syslcms. 

P A R T  I PRACTICE A N D  PROCEDUKE 

3 .  Tlie authority citation for Part I cmt inuei  to read as tol lows: 

A t l I 1 Io l< l rY :47  1J.S.C. 151, 15J(i). I34a) .  158, 225. 303(r). -30') 

1. 

tj 1.1104 Schedule of charges for applications and other filinps for media services. 

Revise 5 1 . 1  104 by revising items 8 and 8 11. and i. 10 read at. follo\\s: 

8. Multichannel Video and Cable ~Tele\ision Service.: 

* * I  

h. Registration o f a  Cahlc 322 & I59 50.00 T A C  Federal Communications 
Coinmunit) Commission, Media 

Services, P.O. Box 
358205, Pittsburgli. 
PA I52 IS-5205. 

i. Aeronautical Frequency 321 & I59 50.00 TAC Federal Communications 
Notificatioii. Commission. Media 

Services: P.O. Box 
358208, Pittsburgh. 
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5.  

5 1 .1111  Fi l ing locations 

Revise 9 I . I  I I I. adding paragraph (d) to read as follows: 

* * * * *  

(d )  Fees for applications a n d  other filings pertaining to the Multicllannel Video and Cable Television 
Service (MVCTS)  and the Cable Television Relaq Service (CARS) that are submitted electronically via 
the Cable Operations and Licenuing System (COALS) may be paid electronically or sent to the 
Comniission’i lock box bank manually. Wheii paying manually_ applicants must include the FCC Form 
I50 gencrated by COALS (pre-filled with the transaction confirmation number) and completed with the 
~recess;iry additional payment information to allow the Commission to verify that payment was made. 
Manual payments must be received no later than ten ( I O )  days after receipt o f  the application or filing in 
COALS or the application o r  t i l ing wi l l  he dismissed. 

6. 

Subpart M Cable Operations and Licensing System (COALS) 

Sec. 
1.1701 Purpose. 
1 .  I703 Scope. 
I .  I703 Detinitions. 
1 .  I704 Station files. 
1 .  I705 Forms; electronic and manual f i l i n g  
I .  I706 Content of filings. 
I ,  I707 Acceptance of tilings. 

5 1.1701 Purpose. 

To provide electronic f i l ing o f  applications. notifications. registration statements, reporls. and related 
documents in the Multichannel Video and Cable Television Services and the Cable Television Relay 
Services. 

6 1.1702 Scope. 

This subpart appl irsto filings rcquired by $ 9  76.403, 76,1610, 76.1801. 76.1803, &76.1804,and 78.1 I -  
36 o f  this Chapter. 

6 1.1703 Definitions. 

For purposes of this subpart, the fol lowing dcfinitions apply: 

Add subpart M io read a, follows: 

(a)  .AppLIcu/Io~,. A rcquest on Form 327 for a station license as defined in 5 3(h) o f  the 
Coinmunicationr Act. completed in accordance with 9 78.15 and signed in accordance with 9 78.16 Of 
th is  title. or a similar request 10 amend a pending application or to modify or renew an authorization. The 
term a l s o  encornpasse5 requests to assign rights granted by the authorization or to transfer control o f  
entities lholdiny authoriaations. 

(b) Au/horix/ ion.  A written instrunient issued by the FCC conbeying authority to operate, for a 
specified period. a stalion in the Cable Television Relay Service. In addition. this term includes authority 

14 
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convcycd b) operation or rule upon tiling notitication o f  aeronautical frequency usagc hy MVPDs or 
registratioin statements by cable operaturs. 

(c)  ( '?J/ I / [ ,  O/wru/iom .And L/c.eri.ring $i'.rfeiii (C'O.1L.S) The consolidated database, application f i l ing 
system. and processing system lor Multichannel Video and Cable Television Services (MVCTS) and the 
Cable Television Relay Service (CARS). COALS supports electronic f i l ing o f  all applications. 
notificarions. registrations. reports, and related documents by  applicants and licensees in the MVCTS and 
CARS. and provides public access to licensing iiiformation. 

(d) Cuhlt, 7elc~vi.rion Keltry ,Seri~rce ICAfLY). All services authorized under Part 78 of th is  title 

(e) f i l i n p .  Any applicatiun, notification, registration statement, or report in plain text or, when as 
prescribed. on FCC Forms 320. 321. 322. 321, 325. or 327. whether filed in paper form or electronically. 

( f )  ,Mulrichannel Video tnld C'ahle Tdevisioir J'ervice.~ /MVCLT). All services authorized or 
operated in accordance with Part 76 o f  this title. 

( g )  R e c e p  tiole The date an electronic or paper application i s  received at the appropriate location 
Major amendmenls to pending applications as defined in a t  the Commission or the lock box bank. 

78.109 of th is  t i t le .  w i l l  result in the assiginment o f a  inew receipt dale. 

(h) Signed For manually filed applications only. an original hand-written signaturc. For 
electronically t i led applications only, an electronic signature. A n  electronic signature shall  consist o f  the 
name o f  thc applicant transmitted electronically via COALS and entered on the f i l ing as a signature. 

(i 1.1704 Station files. 

Applications. notifications. correspondence, electronic fi l ings and other material, and copies o f  
authorizations. comprising technical, legal. and administrative data relating to each system in  the 
Multichannel Video and Cable Television Services (MVCTS) and the Cable Television Relay Service 
(CARS) are maintained by h e  Commission in COALS and the Public Reference Room. These files 
constitute the official records for these stations and supersede any other records, database or l is ts  from 
the Commissioii or other sourccs. 

9: 1.1705 Forms; electronic and manual filing. 

(a)  App/icarion forni.9. Operalors in the Multichannel Video and Cable Television Services 
(MVCTS)  and applicants and licensees tlic Cable Television Relay Service (CARS) shall use the 
following forms and associated schedules: 

( I )  FCC Form 320. Basic S i p d  Lrukuxe /'c.~formi//ice Report. FCC Form 320 i s  used by MVPDs 
to report compliance with the basic signal leakage performance criteria. 

( 2 )  F(-C' fiiirm 321. Aeronautical Frequenc,v hi)i,ficaiion. FCC Form 321 i s  used by MVPDs to 
notify the Commission prior to operating channels in the aeronautical frequency bands. 

( 3 )  M'C' Forn7 322. Chhle C'ornmuni!l: Reg/.r/ru/ion. 
operators to cornmcnce operation tbr each community unit. 

FCC Form 321 i s  used by cable system 
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(4) t'U ' t'oriii 324,  OperuIor. Addre.r.5. um/ Op~i-uiioirul hlforiflurion Chuiiges. FCC Form 324 i s  
used b> cable operators to notify the Cominissioii of'  changes in administrative data about the operator 
and operational status changes. 

( 5 )  FCC.' krorfif 333. C'uhle 7klei : i ,~io/ i  Si>,v/e/u R c / ) ( J ~ / .  f'CC Form 325 is used by cable operators to 
report general information and bignal and frequeiicy distribution data. 

(6)  FCC- I;or/i7 32' Ap,dicuiionfiw Cubic /Y /e \w io i i  R e I q  Service Sruiio/i License. FCC Form 327 
and associatcd schedules is  used to apply for initial authorizatioiis, modifications to existing 
authorizations. amendments to pending applications. and renewals o f  station authorizations. FCC Form 
3 7 7  i s  a lso used to apply for Commission coinselit to assignments o f  existing CARS authorizations and to 
appl) for Commission consent to the transfer of control o f  entities lholding CARS authorizations. 

(b) E/ec.1r[itiic..Ji/i~7g. S i x  months after the (:~immissioin announces their availability for electronic 
tiling, al l  applications and other fi l ings using FCC Forms 320. 321. 322. 324. 325, and 327 and their 
respective associated schedules must be filed electronically in  accordance with the electronic f i l ing 
inslructions provided by COALS. 

( I )  There w i l l  be two ways for parties to elcctronicallq f i le applications with the Commission: batch 
and in terac t i  L e. 

( i )  Btr/ch,fi/inx. Batch t i l ing involves data transniissioii in a single action. Batch tilers will 
follow a set Commission format for entering data. Ratch t i lers \ \ i l l  then send, via f i l c  transfer protocol, 
batches of dala to the Commission Tor compiling. C0AI.S \\ill connpile such filings overnight atid 
respond the next business da) with a return or disini\sal of-an) defectibe filings. Thus, batch filers w i l l  
not receive immediate correction froin the system as the) enter the  inf(lrmation. 

( i i )  JNIPTUCII I .~ filing. Interactive t i l ins in\,olves data transmission with screen-by-screen 
prompting from line Commission's COALS systcnn. Intcracli\c filcrs w i l l  receive prompts from the 
system identifying data entries outside the acceptablc ranges o f  data for the individual fields at the time 
the data entry is made. 

(2) Attachments 10 applications must be uploaded along with the electronically f i led application 
whenever possible. 

(3) Any associated documenls submitted with an application nnust be uploaded as attachments to the 
The attachment should bc uploadcd via COALS in Adobe Acrobat application whenever possible. 

Portable Document Format (PDF) whenever possible. 

/i/ ,WOf I1IL/l,fi/ifrg. 

( 1 )  Forms 320. 321. 322. 324, 325, and 37-7 [nay be tiled manually. 

( 2 )  Manual filings must be submirted to the Commission a t  the appropriate address with the 
appropriate filing fee. The addresses for t i l ing and the fee amounts for particular applications are listed 
in Subpan G of  this pari. and i n  the appropriate fee filing guide for each service available from the 

Commission's Forms Distribution Center by call ing 1-800-41 8-FORM (3676). 7.lhe Corm may be 
dowiiloaded froin the Commission's website: <littp://~\r.w.fcc.gov>. 

16 
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(3)  Manila1 filings requirins fces as set forth at  Subpart G .  o f  t h i i  part must be filed in accordaucc 
with 9 0.401(b). 

(4) Manual tilings that do not require fees must bc addressed and sent to the Media Bureau, F-ederal 
('omtnunicatioiis Coinmission. 445 I ? " '  Strcet, S.W.. Washington. D.C. 20554. 

( 5 )  FCC forms may he reproduced and the copies used in accordance with the provisions of 5 0.409 
of t l i is  title. 

(d) Applicarions requiring prior coordination. Parties f i l ing applications thar require frequency 
coordination shall, prior to filing, complete a l l  applicable frequency coordination requirements in 
9 7X.36. 

9 1.1706 Content of filings. 

(a) General. Filings must contain a l l  information requested on the applicable form and any 
additional information required by the rules in this title and any rules pertaining to the specific service for 
which [lie f i l ing is made. 

( b i  Amennu loculions. Applications for CARS stations and aeronautical frequency usage 
notifications must describe each transmitting antenna site or center of the cable system, respectively, by 
i t s  geographical coordinates. Geographical coordinates must he speci tied i n  degrees, minutes, and 
seconds to the nearest tenth o f  a second of latitude and longitude. Submissions must provide such data 
using theNAD83 datum. 

(c) Antenna s/ruc/ure regislru/iori. Owners o f  certain antelilia structures must notify the Federal 
Aviation Administration and register with the Commission as required by Part 17 o f  this chapter. 
Applications proposing the use of one or more new or existing antenna structures must contain the FCC 
Antenna Resistration Number(s) o f  each structure for which registratioii i s  required. If registration is not 
required. the applicant must provide information i n  i t s  application sufficient for the Commission to verify 
this fact. 

(d) Environrnen/u/ concern.\. Each applicant i s  required to indicate at the time its application is filed 
whether a Commission grant o f  the application may have a significant environmental effect, as defined 
by 6 I .  I307 o f  this part. If yes. an Environmental Assessment, required by 9 I .  I 3  I I o f  this part. must be 
tiled with the application and ciivironmental review by the Commission must be completed prior to 
construction. 

(e) /nlerna/ional coordinu/io/i. Channel assignments and usage under Part 78 are subject to the 
applicable provisions and requirements of treaties and other international agreements between the United 
States government and the governments of Canada and Mzxico. 

(0  Tmpuyer fden/(jicaiion Number (7fN.v). All filers are required to provide their Taxpayer 
Idenlificarion Numbers (TINS) (as defined in 26 U.S.C. 4 6109) to the Commission, pursuant to the Debt 
Collection Improvement Act of 1096 (DCIA). Under the DCIA. the FCC may use an applicant or 
licensee's TW for purposes of collecting and reporting to the Depantnent o f  the Treasury any delinquent 
ammints arising out of such person's relationship with [lie Governmenl. 

17 
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C; 1.1707 - Acceptance of lilines. 

Regardless 01. t i l ing method. a l l  s~ibmissio~ns with an insufficieint Ice. grossly deficient or inaccurate 
information. or those without a valid signa~ure w i l l  be dismissed immediately. For any submission that is 
found subscquently to h a v e  minimally deticient or inaccurate information. we w i l l  notify the f i ler o f  t h e  
dcfecl. We wi l l  allou I 5  days from the date of th is notification for correction or amendment o r the  
submission if !he amendment is minor. If thc applicant files a timely corrected application, i t  w i l l  
ordinarilq b r  processcd as a nnitnor amcndnient in accordance with the Commission's rules. Thus it w i l l  
Inac 110 cffecL on the initial f i l ing date of  the application or the applicant's f i l ing priority. if, however, 
the amcndment made by the applicant i s  not a simple correctioii. but constitutes a major amendment to 
tlie application. it w i l l  be governed by the rules and procedures applicable to major amendments, that is, 
i t  w i l l  be trcated as a new application with a new f i l ing date and new fces must be paid by the applicant. 
Finally. i f t lne applicant fails to submit an amended application within thc period specified in the 
notification, the application u'ill be subject to dismissal for failure to prosecute. 

P A K 7 ~  76 ~ MUI .T ICHANNEL VIDEO A N D  C A B L E  TELEVISION SERVICE 

7. 

AL i l l loRlTY:  1 7  1J.S.C. 151. 152. 153. 154, 301. 302. 303. 303a, 307, 308, 309, 312, 315, 317, 325, 503, 

The authority citation for Part 76 continues to read as follows: 

521. 522, 531. 532.  533.  534. 535. 536. 537 .  54.;. 544, 544a. 545, 548, 549, 552, 554, 556, 558, 560, 561, 
571. 572. 573 

8. 

Q 76.403 Cable television system reports. 

* * *  These forms shall be completed and filed with (returned to) the Commission within 60 days after the 
Commission notifies the operator that the form i s  due. *** 

Amend $ 76.403 by revisitng the second scntcnce to read as follows: 

9. 

Q 76.620 Non-cablc mult ichannel video programming d is t r ibutors (MWDs). 

Sections 76.605(a)(l2), 76.610. 76.61 I ,  76.612. 76.614, 76.1803. 76.1804, 76.616. and 76.617 shall 
apply to all non-cable MVPDs. Exception: Yon-cable MVPDs serving less than 1000 subscribers and 
less than 1000 units do not have Lo comply \\it11 Section 76.1804(g). 

Amend 9 76.620 to read as tollows: 

IO. Amend 0 76.1610 by revisiiig tlnc introductory text and paragraphs (a). (c). and (d) and adding 
paragraph (6) IO read as follows: 

tj 76.1610 Changc of operational information. 

Thc Operator shall inform t l ie  Commission on FCC Form 324 whenever there i s  a change o f  cable 
Lele\ ision system operator; change of legal namc, change of the operator's mail ing address or FCC 
Registration Number (FRN): or change in the operational status of a cable television system. 
Notitication must be done within 30 days from the date the change occurs and must include the fol lowing 
infcormntioii. as appropriate. 



Federal Communications Commission FCC 03-55 

(a) Tlic legal iianir 01' t l ie operator and wliethcr thc opcrator i s  an  individual, privare association. 
partnership, corporation, or government entity See S; 76.5(cc). II_ the operator i s  a partnership. the legal 
iianie uf tlic parrncr responsihlc for coiiiiiiunicatiotis with the Commission shall be supplied; 

* * * * I  

( c )  Thc physical address. including zip code. and e-mail address. i f applicable, t(i  which a l l  
coiirnitinications are t o  be directed: 

(t l)  The nature o f  the operational status change (e.g., operation terminated, merged with another 
system. inactivc. deleted. etc.): 

* * * * *  

(9) The FCC Registration Number (FRN) 

1 1 .  Amend 0: 76.1801 by revising the introductory text and redesignating the introductory text as 
paragraph (a) introductory text; revising paragraphs (a)(3) and (4); adding new paragraph (a)(7j; 
revising paragraphs (b) and (c); and removing paragraph (d) to read as follows: 

5 76.1801 Registration statement. 

(a) A system community unit shall be authorized to commence operation only af ter  f i l ing with the 
Coinmission the following information on FCC Form 322. 

* * * * *  

(3 )  The mailing address. including zip code; e-mail address, i f applicable: and telephone number to 
which communications arc to be directed: 

(1) The month and year the system began bervicc to subscribers: 

* * *  

(7) The FCC Registrathi  Number (FRNj. 

(b) Registration statements. FCC Form 322.  sha l l  be signed by the operator; by one o f t he  partners, if 
the operator i E  a partnership; by an officer. if the operator is  a corporation; by a member who i s  an 
officer. if the operator i s  an unincorporated association: or by any duly authorized employee o f  tlie 
operator. 

(c )  Registration statements. FCC Form 322.  may be signed by the operator's attorney in case of the 
operator's physical disability or o f  his absence from the United Statcs. The attorney shall in that event 
separately set forth the reasons why the registration statement was not signed by the operator. In 
addition. if any matter is stated on the basis o f  the attorney's belief only (rather than the attorney's 
knowledge). the attorncy shall separately set forth the reasons for believing that such statements are true. 

13. Amend S; 76. I803 to read as follows: 

I 9  
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6 76.1803 Signal Leakage Mon i to r i ng  

MVPDs sub-ject tn 76.61 1 must subinil the resiilts o f  pround based measurements derived in accordancc 
\\ih 4 76.61 I(a)( l )  or airspace iiieasureinents derived i n  accordance with 4 76.61 l(a)(2). including a 
description of the method by nh ic l i  coinpliaiice with basic signal leakage criteria is achieved and the 
method of calibrating the ineasureiiieiit equipment. This information shall be provided to the 
Commissioii eacli calendar year via FCC Form 320. 

13. Amend C; 76. I 804 hq revising the introductory text and paragraphs (a) through (g). adding paragraphs 
(h) through 0). and removing the  Note to 4 76. I804(g) 10 read as follows: 

5 76.1804 Aeronautical frequencies: lexkage moni tor ing (CLI) 

A n  MVPD sIia11 notify the Coinmission before transmitting any carrier or other signal component with an 
average power level across a 25 kHr bandwidth i n  ail! 160 inicrosecond time period equal to or greater 
llian 10~' watts a t  any point iii the cable distribution system oii any new rrequency or frequencies i n  the 
aeronautical radio frequency bands (108 ~~ I 37  and 225 ~ 400 M H r ) .  The notification shall bc made on 
FCC Form 321. Such notification sha l l  include: 

(a) Legal name and local address of the MVPD: 

(b )  The names and FCC identifiers (e.g.. CAOOOI) of tlic systcin communities affected, for a cable 
system. and the name and FCC identifier (e-g., CAB90I). for other MVPDs; 

(c) The naiiies and telephone iiiimbers ol' local system officials who are responsible for coinpliance 
with 9% 76.610 throiigli 76.616 and 5 76.1803; 

(d) Carrier frequency, tolerance, and type of modulation of a l l  carriers in the aeronautical bands at 
any location in the cable distribution system and the Inasilnurn of those weragc powers measured over a 
25 kl-lz bandwidth as described above in this rule section: 

(e) The geographical coordinates ( in  N A D 8 3 )  of a point inear rhc center o f  the system, together with 
the distance (iii kilometers) from the designated point to the must renmtc point of the plant, existing or 
planned. that defines a circle enclosing the entire plant: 

(f) Certification that the monitoring pi-ocedure used i s  in compliance with b: 76.614 or description o f  
thc routinc monitoring procedure to bc used; and 

(g) For MVPDs sub.ject to 0 76.61 1. the cuniulative signal leakage index derived under 
$ 76.61 I (a ) ( I )  or the results of airspace measurelncnts derived m d c r  S; 76.61 l(a)(2). including a 
description of the method by  which compliance with Ihe basic signal leakage criteria i s  achieved and the 
method of calibrating the measuremetil equipment. 

( h )  Aeronautical Frequency Notifications, FCC Form 321, sliall be personally signed either 
electronicall? or manually by the operaror,; by one of the partners, i f  the operator i s  a partnership; by an 
officer, if the operator is a corporation; by a member who is a n  officer. if the operator i s  an 
unincorporated association: or by any duly authorized employee of the operator. 

(i) Aeronaulical Frequency Notifications, FCC Form 321. may he signed by the operator's attorney ill 
ci~sc o f  thc operator's physical d isabi l i~y or of lhis absence from thc United States. The attorney shal l  in 

20 
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that e\ent  scparately set f o d i  the reasons wh? the FCC Forni 321 was not signed by [lie operator. I n  
addition, il' a111 inaner is stated 011 the basis o f  !lie attorney's belief only (rathcr than the attorney's 
knowledge). the anornc? shal l  separatclh s e ~  Cnrth tlie rcasons for belicving that such statcments are true. 

(1) The FCC Kegistrarion Nuniber (FRN) 

PART 78-CABLE TELEVISION RELAY SERVICE 

14. The autliorit? citation for Part 78 continues to read as tollows: 

A U l l l O K l l Y :  S e a  2.3,-1,301.iOi,307,308,309,48Stat..asainended 1064. 1065, 1066, 1081, 1082, 
1083, 1084. 1085; 47 IJ.S.C. 152, 153. 154, 301, 301, 307. 308, 309. 

15. Revises 78.17toreadasfol lows: 

5 78.17 Amendment of  applications. 

Any application may be amcndcd as a mattcr o t  right prior to tlir adoption date of any final action taken 
by the Coinmission with respect to thc application. I t  a petition to deny has been filed. the amendment 
shall bc scrved 011 tlic pctitioncr. 

16. Amend 4 78.20 by rcvising the fimt sentence of paragraph (a )  to  read as follows: 

tj 78.20 Acceptance of applications; public notice. 

(a) Applications which are tcndercd for fi l ing are dated upon rcccipt and then forwarded to the Media 
Bureau where an examination is made to ascertain \vIiether tlit. application5 are complete. * * * 
* * * * *  

17. In 9 78.35 add paragraphs (d)  and ( e )  to read as follo\+s: 

5 78.35 Assignment or transfer of control. 

* I * * *  

(d) If an assignment or transfer o f  control i n w ~ l ~ c s  a siihstaiitial cliaiigc of interest, and requires prior 
FCC approval. the CARS licensee i s  required to f i le  FCC' I--orin 327 v.ith thc Commissioii. 

(e) Licensees are required to notify the Commission of consummation of an approved transfer or 
assignment. The assignee or transferee is responsible for providing t h i s  iiorification, including the date 
the transaction was consummated. The transaction must bc consummated and notification provided to 
the Cornmission within 60 days of public noiicc o f  approval. and notilication of  consummatiotl must 
occur no later than 30 days after actual consummation, unless a request for an e~tcnsio i i  o f  time to 
consuinniate is  filed. 
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I 8  Rci  ise + 7X  IO9 to r tad  as fo l lo~. ,  

9 78.109 Major and m ino r  modifications to stations. 

( a )  Ainendnicnts 10 applications and niodilications to stations are classified as niajor or minor. A 
ma.ior inodilicaticlii requires a formal applicalioii. A inajor amcndment to an application i s  treated as a 
ne\\ application. 

(b) Ma,@ modifications lo a statioii or amendments to an application include. bul are not l imited to: 

( I  ) An? increase i n  bandwidth; 

( 2 )  Any change in the transmitling antenna system o f a  station, other than a CARS pickup station, 
includiiig the dircction of the main radiation lobe, directive pattern, antenna gain or transmission line, 
aiiteiina height or location: 

(3)  Any chanye in the type otmodulation: 

(4) Any change iii the location ot'a station transmitter. other tlian a CARS pickup station transmitter, 
exccpt a movc within the sainc building or upon Ihe tower or mast or a change in the area of 
operation of  a CARS pickup station: 

( 5 )  Any change i n  frcqueiicy assignment. including polariz.ation; 

(6)  Any increase in aulhorired operating power; 

(7) Any substantial change in ownership or control: 

(8 )  Any addition or change ill frequent). excluding removing a frequency; 

(9) Any moditication or amendment requiring an environmental assessment (as governed by 
$ 9  1.1301-1319 of th is  Title. including changes al'fecting historic preservation under 9 1.1307(a)(4) 
of this' l ' i t lc and 16 U.S.C. $ 470 (National lblistoric Preservation Act)); 

(1 0) An) request requiring frequency coordination; or 

( I  I ) Any modification or amendmcnr requiring notification to the Federal Aviation Administration 
as defined in 47 C.F.R. Part 17, Subpart E. 

(c) Minor changes may be made a t  the discretion of the licensee. provided proper notice i s  given to 
the Commission within 30 days oi' implrlnenting tile change and provided further, that the changes are 
appropriately reflected in the ncxt application for renewal of the license for tlie station. 

( d )  For applications and modifications. the following changes are considered minor: 

( I )  An!. name change nof i l ivolving chanse in ow~~ersh ip  or control o f  the license; 

( 2 )  Any change to administrative information. e.3.. address. telephone number, or contact person: 

(3) Any change i n  ownership thal does not affect the identity or controlling interest o f t he  licensee; 

(4 )  1,owering power: 

12 
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Siatc 
~~ 

Mailiiic Addrcci 

FEI)EKAI, COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION 
WASHINGTON. DC 20554 

Zip Code 

FCC Form 32 I 
AERONAUTICAL FREQUENCY NOT1 FlCATION 

Tclcphone No. l..mail (uplional) 

1. Indicalr the name. telephone number. and E-mail address ( i fany)  o f  the local system olf icial who i s  responsible l o r  compliance wi th the rules. 

E-mail Addrrsa (optional) 
~~ i 'I'clcphons N o  

I 1  

~ Lollplludc 
" EO w o  

I :dl I I udc 
-. N O  So 

5. Indicate the geographical coordinates in  \i 4D83 or the central point o f  the system and a radius that encompasses the entire cable plant. 

Kadiuh ( in iilornercrs) 

Y~gn:mirc 
! 

r h l c  
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I l i i i l ic i i t r  thc !nature ol' ihc opmtional c h m f t  h> chccking Ihc appropriate how or hohcs Possiblc changes includc: ownership change. lcgial 
i i i i nx  cli:lngc'. 'irrumcd/dcxr business a< (dha) n.iinc chansc. inailing address change. cumniunity opcraririnal siaius changc. a i ~ J o r  ph?sical 
\ y i l cm  identification (1'511)) changc. 

I 'rovdc lli< u h l c  opcr;itor-s legal niimc. 1 . K  Kcgislrniiiiu Nuinhsr (l:l<S). any assumed niimr lor doing busincsa as (dha) 111 l l lc  
mmmoni i ) .  complcrc mailing iiddrcas including zip code. aiid irlcphonc numhcr in the ,paces provided 

1iidic;iie \ ihci l icr  the opcraior i s  an individiial. pr i \a iu <\swciat icm. panncriliip. corporation. o r  giivrrnmenr enrilr chccklnp ths 
appropriate ho\ If ihc operator i s  B parlncr5hip. thc legal iiamc of the parincr rrsponsiblc Lor communic~tions wi th Ihc Cornmiasion shall 
he wppl icd  

I n d c x c  i l ic  Phhsicnl S ! + m  ldcniiticr i f  the cunimunir! \ b i l l  /1~. scrrcd by a d i l k ren l  system. 

I I  thc P l , ! s i c~ l  Shzicin Id (PSID) of thc communily(ics) i s  changing. indicale the ncw PSID rhal ui11 scrvc thc community in the ,pace 
pro'drd I I  ihc oimmunil) 1.5 heinp i i r v t d  from B n c u  hcadcnd Ihat does no1 y t  have a PSID. a 11c\v PSlU w l l  bc assigned lo rhc 
conimuniiy pro\ided ii i F.xhihit I .  A scparaie l~or i i i  324 i s  rcqulrcd lor  cnch ncu PSIL) assignmrnl. 

l o r  ~III i lpzral ioi idl >liitu\ cliangc. describe ihc nalurr ( 11  Ihc changc in Ihc hos provided In order lo merpc 3 community into another 
coirmiunlti bnih i l i c  chi5Iing CUlD and thv Clllll  mi0 which ihc cnmmuiiily i s  bcin? merged musl hc provided. 

L i b 1  ill1 r l ic Coinmunil! I )n i l  Idcnrilicrs (ClIIDs) aitd ~ h c  corresponding ~iilmeh o f  t l ic communilies alkctcd by this lbrm on Exhihlt I 

l h  p c r v r  roponsihlc ihr  ihis lnrm must provide ilwr tiiime. ti l lr. sipatLirc. and rhc date 111 the spacr provided. 

2 

1 

. I  

i 

(I  

7 

X 

Federal Communications ('ommission 
Media Bureau 
445 1 2 ' ~  Street, S\\. 
Washington. DC 20554 
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INSTRUCTIONS FOR FCC FORM 321 

AERONAUTICAL FREQUENCY NOTIFICATION 
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h ~ m c  oICnnlaci 1 ( T r l c p l i y  c I 

FED ERA 1, CO MML'NIC ATlON S COMMISSION 
WASHINGTON. DC 20554 

L m a i l  Addrcs  

FCC Form 322 
CABLE COMMUNITY REGISTRATION 

hami: 111 Coinmunirj ('llll111) 

2. Indicate whether the operator i s  an individual, private association, partnership. corporation. or government entity. 

Indl\ l i l l lnl 0 t'ri\atc A s w c i a t i i r n  0 I 'annrntiip 0 ('orporalion 0 Ciovsrnmcnt Entity 0 

Statc 'Type Code 

k-- 
- ~ 

L-- ~ A- I I I 

~- 

- 

.~.~ l--.L-_ 

\pi. o r  Prinr Name 
! .  

I __ L_____ ~~~~~ 

\Z'Il,LFIII~ F A I S E  STATEMENTS OR T H I S  FOR11 ARE P U N I S H . 4 B L E  A I  FIVE AND/OR IMPHISONMENT (18 I!.S.C. 5 1001) AND/OR 
I(F\OC'ZTIOY OF AN) STATION I.ICENSE (47 1i.S.C. 5 312 (a) ( I ) ) ,  AND/OR FORFEITURE (47 U.S.C. 5 503). 

I i lk 
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INSTRUCTIONS FOR FCC FORM 322 

CABLE COMMUNITY REGISTRATION 

I3clurc coniinciiciiip < q w d l l I > ~ l .  u a h l c  s)sicni np<ralor inus1 send rcgislraiion inliirrnaliun for cach ciimmunity 10 be served to the Ci,rnrniwon 
1-17 CI'R B 10. INII I l h c  p i i rpux  ol flir rccislratton sulcrnznl i z  111 provldc an xcurale aiid updated record o ra l l  c3hlc systems operating in ihr 
Uiiilcil >lairs. bath coliirnuiiii! rnusl have i l c  OWI  nepiiralc rcgiitratiun slafenicnl Each rqislrat ion shall includc an FCC Form 159 (,Fee Film2 
16iriiiI. .tcconip,inicd b! lhr  appropriarc I c e  (scc hlsrli:i I h r r a u  Fcc l-ilinr Guide Iu oblaiir fcc informalion). The Commission wi l l  s\\ign il 

ciuniniiiin) iiiiil i i l r i i l i l i c r  (CIJILII rrhcn lhe rcf is l ra imn pro 

I 
wmplctc iriailm_e d d r r s  includiiig r ip cud?. and iclcphnnc nuinbcr in Ihc spilccz provided. 

2 Indicdtc i \ l i r lher  Ihc opcrnlur 15 an individual. private aswciauon. panncrhhtp. corporalion. or govcrnincnr cnrily by checking the 
iipproprmlc bo\ I I  lhc opcrawr i i  a parmuship. Ihe legal iiamc ol' Ihc partner responsible for ciimmunicalions wirh the Commission shall be 
wpplicd 

1 
leperding I h i i  I imm 

I 
,cr\'cd rrom n ne\\ headcnd lha i  d i u  nor !el habc a I'SID. a ncu I'SID \vi11 he as<igned 10 this communily. 

i 

PruuIdc ihc cahlc opcra1ur.s Issal name. I C:C rai\lrarinn number (FRN). an) asurned namc lor doing business as (dba) in the conimunir?. 

In ihc space, pruvidrd. 1nd1catc ihr conracl n ~ m e .  ielephone number .  and c-mail addrcss. i f  any. fur Ihe person(,) responsible for qucsrions 

PrnLldc thc Physical S!sicm Id (PSIU) of Ihe cvislinp headcnd scrving the comniuniry in the spacc priiuided. If thr community IS being 

In the s p ~ c  provided.  indicuic rhc moi11h and year \\hen tlic coinmunit! h c y n  rrr\'icc 

I ' ro idc Lhc cornnwiiit!., ,,amc. rhc mi? and couni? v.Iicri. lha cwmiunil! i s  localcd. and indicate thc type 01 communi? Posslblc I) 

coiiirnunil! iyp~ 'z  arc: 

Type Code Description Tvpe Code 

I 

l~ in i  ncorporaied 3 

unnamed county ur 
parish 

adiaccnt 10 an 
incorporared 
commullir! 
Incorporalrd 7 
l.unnship 
lncorpurnlcd X 
Horough 
lncorporatcd Cii) 9 

I lnincorpurai4 arcii 0 

Descristion 

Incorporaled Town 

Incorpuratcd Village 

Unincorporated area 
commonly known as 
Pribalely o u n e d / N o n -  
govemmcnt 
Federal Kcservalion or Stale 

7 
Ieg iwrcd.  

X 'I h i <  fhrm I \  10 he pcrwiially hignrd and dalcd h!, Ihc opcr>ilur, h? one 01 the piirlners. i f  the opcralor is  a partnership: by an oflicer. if Ihr 
rlpcraior i \  B corporar~in.  by a mcrnhcr v.ho I I  ilii otticcr. I f lhc operalor I\ an uiiincorpordcd association: ur by any du l j  authurixd ernploycc of  
ilic operaior Kcgwraiion sLiiemeiiTs inn? hi. signed h! thr. operator's altnrnc! in casc ol ' lhc uprrator'3 physical disability or of his absence from 
ihc I,'nitcd Starc\. The atrornc) sliall in t h a  c\cnr scparalcl! CCI funh the reasons wh! the registration slarcmcnl was  signed hy the operator In  
. ~ d d ~ i ~ m  i t an?  nlniicr i s  s t a i d  on ths bas).. of rhc artorncg's bel icf i inly (ralhcr than Ihr auorney's knowledgc). the attorney shall srparalcly srl 
lunh Ihc rc;ison\ tnr hclicbiiig Ihal such s la icnmrs  arc irue 

hcnd cuinplrtcil tmi 3 2 2  iintl along tkilh lcc I urrn 159 tu .  

I n  t l ic lahlc p ro td rd .  l i s1  lhc local Lclcvi.;n,n hroadcns~ a i f n i l l l i  ( i .c call signs) l o  hc canted that have nu l  hccn previously ccrl i l ied or 

tederal Communications Commission 
Media Bureau 
P.O. Box 358205 
Pitlsburgh, PA 152.51-520.5 



Federal Communications Commission FCC 03-55 

I~bpc i i r  I'rini Namc 

FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION 
WASHINGTON. DC 20554 

lhlr 

FCC Form 324 

.~ _ _ ~ _ _ _ _  

~~~ 

Diiic 

-. - 
OPERATOR, MALL ADDRESS, AND OPERATIONAL INFORMATION CHANGES 

I. lndiratc tlie nature o l t h e  operational rhangr 

1. Indicate legal name. dba name. mail ing address, and telephone number o f t he  cable system operator. 

TCC Kcgisttarion No. (FKY) 

3. lndicatr whether the operator iL a n  individual. private association, partnership, corporation, o r  Government entity. 

0 Indi\idual 0 priviitc i\ssosialiim 0 Partnership 0 Corpuratiun 0 Govcrnrneni Enltry 

4. 

5. 

r 
i ~ 

~ 

1- 
6.  

7. 

8. 

H I  

Indicate the Physical System Identif ier (PSID) i l t h e  community wi l l  be served by a different system: 

Describe the change to Clll l l  (c.g. operation terminated. community merged, merging PSIDr, etc.) 

___~..__ I 

I f  the cornmunit? i s  merged. provide the Community Llnir Identifier (C I I ID )  that it i s  being merged into: 

Indicate on Exhihit 1 the names and the Community Unit Identifiers (CUIDs) (e.&. CA0001) affected. 

C'ertification 

i iPninC hcli,\r. rhr m m t o r  also crrtiliri rhai ncitlicr IIIC oncrillor nor anv  othcr ..oanv.. IO ihc notification is subiecl to a denial of federal benefits that 
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FCC Form 327 

APPLICATION FOR CABLE TELEVISION RELAY SERVICE STATION LICENSE 

~1 

13 

P i c  i I i i \  lorn1 u h z i i  dppl)ing h r  a Cahlc l ~c1c~1s io i i  Rcl;i! Scrvicc ( ( ~  A K S J  h td t io~ i  license 

Ln ic i  Ihi' uppl iunl . \  Icn-dy i i  rCC Regimailiw Uumhcr  IIUlN) nwgncd h? lhc  C:ommiarion Registration Syhtcm (COIUIS) 1 he FRlv I, a 
i in iqu i '  entit! idciitificr fur nunc di)iiig hu,iiicrs w11i [hi. C'onimirsion. l l i c  IKN can he obtained clectronicall) Ihrough tlic FCC' weh~i re 
81 !~!p ' ' \ \ \ \ \ I  t c c  ~ . i ~ ' o r  h! in;inuall! submilling FCC' t o rm  IhO. FCC' Torn1 160 15 also avadahle for do\cnloading from the FCC websiic ai 
I i l l t i ,  n n u  l i c . i . i , i , ' i , ~ i n i ~ ; ~ ~ e . h i m l .  aiid h! c;tllinp 800--118-IOKM (-3616) or dialirtg (202) 418-0177 rrnm ihc 1Bx.on-drlnand s u v i c c .  

(~ Zpplic,int\ lor. 

hew License. F.11~ a cmnpl~ ' lc  SCI o l schcdu ic~  and rqucstsd chhihit, 

hlodification. 1 . 1 1 ~  Sclicdulc .4 aiid an) x i i cdu l c \  and cuhihlt, ivhicl i  deicrihe the proposed modification. Be mrc to complete item I lb). 

Amcndrnent. F i l e  Schcdulc A and an! schedules and sshihits uhich dercribc Ihe amendment of the pending applicahon Be sure to conipletc 
i t em I lhJ. 

Renewal. File Schedule A and any 5chcdulc5 and cxhihi t i  ncccsial). to i i i d i c ~ i r  any cnfincerinp or legal changcs since thc lssl licenbe 
applicniioii. AI,! ch:mge< ihar did in01 rquir? prior C o r n m m i w  aurhoriwliun should he rcflrcicd in the renewal application hy rhc 
appropriate xhedules and e\hihilr. 111 itcm j indicat~' \rlicrhcr any engineering or legal changes have been made since the last license 
appIic;ii~on ( N o w  Ouchrioni 3. 6. ai id 7 ~ I ' S c l i c d u l r  A nucd noi  hc completed i f i h r r r  have been no changrs relating to rhcsc questions s i n e  
i l i e  lasi  IIC~II\C applicaliuii iilcd with the Cunimission ) 

T ranr f r r  ofControl  or  Assignment of License. I- i lc Schcdulc A.  Schedule €3 (Scciions I and 11). and Ihe requested exhibits. Th r  lranskrrc 
or ass~gncc must cwnplctc Schedule A and Scctiiin I o f  Schedule Ei 1 hc licensee must complere Section II ofSchcdule B. For t h e  translcrsc 
o r a s i g n c e ~  include J Idinil? ircc showing as inJicntcd in (chcdulr U. Secimn I(.?). 

l h i s l o r m  hlioi i ld hc m;iilcd I n  the iolluwinp addr Federal Communications Commission 
Media Bureau 
P.O. Bok 358205 
Pinshurgh, PA  15251-5205 

Suhmii ;I cop) along irlth Ihc uriginal app11c:ition 
rcc F(U,TI 159 

'I hc upplicaimn \hnuld be ncciimpanied by the fee required hp 47 C.F.R. C: 1 . 1  I O 6  and 

U. Il'ihr appliciiut i b .  

A n  Individual: 
A Partnership: 

A Curparat ion o r  Association: 
A Governmental Enti ty: 

S ~ g n  i n  the \pace prorided un Schedule A Signing ihic rorm ccrtific5 tho! the person who signs the form i s  familiar with  the content, ol' 
Ihi5 f o rm  and a l l  a%ociatcd e\hihi ls and supports and approbe5 the itpresentations made therein on behall' o f  Ihc applicant If the 
appl icai~l  i s  physically disahled or i s  ahccnt fri l in lhc United States. the appllcalioii should be signed by the applicant's atrorney. In thc 
c\eni  ihc aitornc: sipins I h r  10c applicant. include a \memum wring forth Ihr reason uh j  the application i s  not sipncd hy the applicanr 
111 addition. If an) nialtcr i s  <rated un the ha515 u i  [hi' ;itlornc!'s hc l ic l  only (rathsr than thc attorney's knowledfc). the altornc? shall 

1111, lii im shal l  he iigncd h) the applicanl pursonall?.. 
-1 111s lorni shall he signcd hy a rnemhrr olllic partncrship. 
This form shall he i ignrd hy an ol ' l icsr o f l h c  :ipplicanl 
This limn ,hall he signed hy an official ol'the applicant 

I forth rcawns tor hrl ievi i igthat such sialeiiirnlh arc true 

I ,\nhncr a l l  items. and furnish a l l  necesw! informalion For an! i remi 0 1  the applicali<lnS rhal arc no1 applicahlc. write "N.A.. '  Oeficienl 
or Ilicomplclc application, m a )  he rclurncd wiihout con,lderatmi When supplied. the Social Securilp Numhcr !vi11 he used solely as a 
UIII(IUC Idcnlil icr i t i l l l in  the Cominissiun's \?>terns ol'rccwds alonc 1)izclozurc u i a  Suci31 Sccurit) Numhcr is  solicited under 47 C.F R .  
B in i i ( a i  ~ I I C I  4 7  I ' . s .L .  B C  4111. ql,. 31~31 r i  a n d  ?ox 

I 

( i  

U h r n  an ahhre~i;i i i i in oiil z i a k  15 r c q u i r d  iirc t l ic  I!nitcd S1atc.i Post;il S c r ~ ~ c c  abbrcviaiions 

/\I1 Ilclghl\ and dst:lnccs >hould he indicatcd 111 nicliic iumt\ (rnrtcri or hilcmieicrh) 
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CIt\ 

.. . 

FEDERAL COMMUNlCATlONS COMMISSION 
WASHIR-GTON, DC 20554 

Sraic L i p  Code I clcph<rnr 
( I 

APPLICATION FOR C,4RLE TELEVISION RELAY SERVICE STATION LICENSE 

CII! 

SCHEDULE A. Type of Appl icat ion.  A p p l i c a n t  I n f o r m a t i o n ,  C r i n t a r t  In fo rn ia t ion ,  and S t a t i o n  Record  I n f o r m a t i o n  

Stair. L i p  ( 'odc  T C I C / l I l I I I l C  

( ) 

I. (a) Type o f  Application: (Check only one boy) 

II this applicaiion ainciids ii pciidiiip application. prot ick thr filc niiiiihcr 

2 (a1 Applicant Information 
1 l K \  

(b) Contact Inlormation 
C o n l x l  \ m e  
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WII.I.IrII1. FALSE ST~j\rEMEUTS MADE ON r111S FORhl ARt. 
PUNISH,\l$Lk I I Y  FINE O K  IhlPRIS0NMF.Y I OK l 3 O ~ l l I  

,SCP 1x1:si '  < 1001 

Print I'uI1 Nunc  

5 I f l h l s  i s  ii rciiewal. indii;irc whcrhcr lrgal or cnpnccrins change, l i a ~ c  herti made since the lasi licenac application. 

6 Alrach as Exhibit .4-3 a xalcmcni showtn'lhal ihc applicant i s  sl igihlc pursuml  lo J7 C.F.K. 8 78 .13  LO he a licensee 

I CERTIFY !hat Ih r  ,lalcrnenls in lhis applicalion arc Iruc. COmpIrlc. 
and C I ~ L ' C I  io ihe hcgr o f  my knodedge and helief and are made in 
good fdirh. 

Print 'l ' i l lc 

7 l o r  a nru siul ioi i  or rn;ilor change. (e.& a chmzc iii artrnulh or transmit anicnna or dn incrrase ill powcr or I"rcquenc!.. elc.) 
attach as Exhibit A-4 a siaiemcni or showing detailing the reaiilts of a frrqucncy coordinarion s ludy performed pursuant to 
47  C '  I' R c 7R 36 hy a technically qualified pcrson or rni i ty ( c  f . local cooidinnling comniiilee). rrequenc) coordtnaror. ere.). 

8. Lhci  all attachmentr. exhibits. and or specifications lhal w i l l  he included on this cchedulr: 

Signaiurc 

CERTIFICATION 

Al l  ihc sialcnicnls mado in l h i i  applicalion and atlached cxhih i ls  arc cunsidered malcrial represenlalions. and a l l  Ihc exhibira arc a material pan h e r d  
and arc mwrpor;wd hcrcin as irser out in full in the applicarion 

I h c  ;ipplicani cer l t l ies  rhal neither the applicdni nor an? orhcr pan! Lo [he applicalion IS subject IO a drnial o l  Frdrral benrfils pursuanl to 
J7C.F I<. g 5301 01 rhc -\nu-Drug Ahuze Act o f  1988. 21 I! S . C .  (. 802. bccausc of a convielion for possession or distribution o f  a conrrolled 
>ub\lancc. 'This cenitication does nul appl? 10 applicalions filed in services rremprcd under 47 C.F.R. 5 1.2002(cJ. See 4 1  C.F.R. $ 1.2002(h) for 
rhe dcfinirion ol"pan! to  [he application" as uscd in lhis ccnif icalion 

~ I h c  applicaiil ccriifics ihal Ihc i~pplicanl has a curtcnl cop! (01  Ihc Comniissi<ui'h rules governing (he Cablr 'rslevisiun Relay Scrvice (CARS) 

I hc applicaiii \viiivc\ an) c la i i i i  t o  the u x  of an) p'inicular lrcqucncy a\ against Ihc regularor? poar r  of rhr Unircd Slate, because o i l h e  previous use 
u i r l i c  w m c  sIIirlhcr hy I ~ c c n s c  o r  n rhcrwm and reque\1\ an aulhoriut ion in accordsnci: u i lh  t l i is applicaunn 

Daw (mmiddlyy)yJ 
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Lega l  h a m e  ( i f  person. last  namc f i r s t )  

APPLICATION FOR CABLE TELEVISION RELAY SERVICE STATION LICENSE 

EIN o r  SSN I E n t i t y  Code  I State 

2 ,Atl:icIi ii5 E l h i b i t  B- I  ihc informarion rcqoesrc<l  or I h r  dpplicant i n  i lem 1 I b r  each en r i l l  which c i lhcr  d i recl ly  or  indireci ly 
c o n i r n l i  Ihc npplicanl :'!act l h i s  informatiun in a d s i a i l e d  block d iagram o r  l 'arnily l rcc s h o w n 3  the di rcct  or  tnd i rec i  cont ro l  o f  ihe 
u p p l i c a n l .  ~ n c l u d i i i ~  pcrccniapr  0 1  con i ro l .  i n c l u d i n g  i h c  l i n a l  con t ro l l i ng  r n l i l y  o r  rnii l iei .  Thc l ina l  cuntro l l ing entity or entilir, 
c h II LI I d hc s p e ~  i Tic d I I? idsn t i  Ti r d 
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I riiiii;iniilcr hlitlc and I\ltidcl Sccolid I raiisiiiitrcr Makc .ind Model (irapplicahle) 

O w r a l l  huighi abi r \c  pround Ic\el (OHAGL) 
01 mi ic iurc \\ i t11 uppuncnanccs ( 1 1 1  nictcrs) 

l i  thc epplicanl proposcs construction ol'a m:qur coinmuniciiilon> faui l i lb as dctined in Part I. Suhpan I oirhe Commission% Rulrs. auach as 
Exhibit C-l a slalrmrnrcoiiraininp the mlwrnalion rcquirrd ~n Pan I. Subpan I. 

Il'lhcsc f;icililiss w i l l  hc mountsd on an anlenna suppon jlrucrurc prcvioujly authorizcd by rhc Conirnlssion. I i id ico le  the rower rsgi>lrallon 
numher in rhc appropriate bo\ oilhi, pagc or include os Exhibit C-2 a sIaLcmcnI csrahlishing uhy rcgislralion IS nor required. 

C'unsirucimn ol'cenain srruclurr~ atid alleralions 10 sirucurc) may rcquirc ntrlllicatton ru the F.cderal Aviatlon Adminisrrarlon (tu) (See 
47 Ll'. K .  17 7 ~ )  I1 such a iioiiticaliun 
riot i f icarion ur  FCC Form X j 4 ~  

If thls applicalioii ma! h a w  a significant envirunnicnrill cCfcc1 a h  delincd in 47 C F I< p I 1307. airach as Exhibit C4 an Environmental 
. \ ses jme t i !  prescribed hy 47 ('.I 

madc ;ind ihe construstion or altcraiion ii p r o p o d .  alrach as Exhibit C-3 a copy ofsuch 

K $ I I 3  I I 

OHAGI, ursl ruclurc ai lhoul 
irppuritnence, ( i n  meren): 

Helphi of ground above incan 
sea lsvr l  (AMSL) (in melersl: 

ILntiludc /C)rde o w  J 

(dd-mni-5s s i  North ur South 
Modc uIOpcraliori ( ( ' / r d ?  o w  J 

.Attended llnattended Remote Control 

Lonpirudc r C d e  one ) 
(ddd-mni-\a.h) East or Wrst  
Srrucrure Code: 



' I lOdll  

2 3  110 I. 

YNV.L 

N 3 V  I s 
011s 

NDlS 

57 I H 

3'~IOrl  



I rmwlil 4nleni1a M;i%c 2nd M i d e l  

K e L e I v U  Antcnna L1dL.C and Model 

C'entrr-L.inc Height Above Ground Lc rc l  
(in meters): 

Cenler I.inc Height Above Ground Lcvcl 
(in meters). 

II ' lhs applicnni propmes cnnsiruuiun o t a  m;i,lur wminunications Sacilii) as dclined in Pan I .  Subpart I ofthe C0rnmissiun.s Rules. auach as 
Exhibi t  D-l a sialemcnt conlainiiig the inforinatimi required in Par? I. Subpart I. 

If ' thzie h i l i l i c s  wt11 be mwnied oii an antrnna suppun structure prrviousl! ;tuthorired by the Commission. indicate thr lowcr rcgl5lration 
iiuinhcr 111 thc bottom ulthi ,  pagc or includr as Exhibit D-2 a st:ltciment esrahlishing why rcgislration i s  not required. 

('onitruciion oIcer ia in striiciurcs and altsmiiuns to struc1urm Inn) rcqutrc notification 10 the Federal Aviation Adrninistratiun (FAA).  (See 
17 C'.F R .  $ 17 7 . )  II'such a notification U R C  madr and the con5iruclmn or illternlion i s  proposed. attach a5 Exhibit  D-3 a copy ofsuch 
nolilicarioti 111 FCC 1:orrn 854 

lt'rh#5 application may h a w  a significanl cn\ I r i i i i incnla l  eflicl a, defined in -17 C.1' R 6 I. 1307. auach as Exhib i t  D4 an L n v i n m i m t a l  
i h s c s w w i t  prcscrtbcd b j  47 C.1 R .  fi 1.131 I 

Secund ~ I ~ r a w n l l  Antenna C l a t c  and Model (il applicablci 

Second Receibr ,Antcnnn Makc and l o d c l  (i lapplicahle) 

Center-L.inc Height Above Ground L m c l  
( in meters): 

C c n t c r - h e  Height Above Ground Level 
( in  melersi. i 

O rc ra l l  hcisht ah inc  ground Icvc I  (OHAGL) OH.4CL c,f siructtirc \i it l iuut 
nrslructure with appunenanccs ( in  mctcrs) app"ncnance% (in mcicrc): 

tlright ofground above mean 
sea level (AMSL) ( in melers): 

I.atirude /Cwc/p one J 

(dd-iiim->s s )  Nonli or South 
1 ranvnitting Anniut l i  Ih th  r h i a n c c  
l d d d  d "1) (in kilonislirs) 

1.otigituds iclrcic o n e )  
(ddd-mm-ss.s) East or West 
Slructure Cuds: 

Silc ('ummimit) Wane FCC Aniciina Struciurz Refisiralioii Number 
or W!A (F,ZA Nolil icauon not Required). 

I.oLnuoti (SLKCI address or distancr and direction outside Ihs cunimunil!.) County/Rorough/Parish State 
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Code 
PII'L 

POLL 

RICi 

SIGN 

S I I . 0  

SI A C ' K  

r A i i l ;  

IOMFR 

LIP01 I 

Schedule D Instructions 

, \ c .  rcpcalcl. or l l l l L r C C p l  \,I< 

P a t h  a n d  Receive Site Nurnher ing.  PXIII\ imt l  rcLei\c ~ I I C ,  z l i i i l l  hi. intiiiihcrcd conaccutivcl! starting cluchuise iruin lruc nurtii. 
Example I: A i J i I i i i ~  Pnrlr(v) ' Ihc d ~ ~ t i c d  line, i h o u  proposed paths iii i i l  111cir iiumhcriitp scltcinc. 
Ei;implr 2 :  l'n~rirc Repeorer(,s). % pas>ivc rcpcdicr s i ic  h 1 1  h c  numhcrcd w l h  the saiiic pili numhcr as ihc total path but shall hc prsl ixrd 
wlli iiii K 
Ei;implr 3: Inrerrepr(x). .An inicrccpi silc sliall he niinihcrcd nilti i h c  ,anti. p.Nth number as the loin1 path hut sha l l  he prctixcd Lrilh 317 I. 
Ilic x c o i i d  intcrccpt shall  hs numbered sirnilail! hut prcl ixrd w t l i  ?I J 

Example I :  Adding Porlrs 

11tc sccoi id rcpcalcr \hall hc nurnhcrr.d >iiiiiI,irl> hill prcl i \cd \\ish ilii S 

Example 2: Possivr Reprnrerr 

Definitions 
Any type o ip ipe  

,2n? type ol'polc. used only to mount ail aiilrnna 

011 or otlier type o l r i g  

A n y  type orsien or billboard 

An) type ol'silo 

S m d c  stack 

Any t j pc  of tank (water. Sas. erc.) 

A i r re  standin2 o t  guyed slructurc uszd for 

communications purposes 
Cti l i ty polcitowcr used to provide x ~ v ~ c i .  (electric. 
Iclcphone. elc.) 

N 

1 

Example 3: lnrerceprs 

Centcr-L ine Height I S  clcfincd 10 be the dislancc friini 1hc ground lo  the criilcr n f l h e  antcnila. 
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Sc.hedulr E. Cuntinuation PaRe 

Piilh Uumber(s): ~ 

Designator ur 
rrcquency Band Limits 

TI' Station. Propr:immrr Same. o r  Code Emission Uesignatur(r) 
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Schedule F. Instructions 

Codes . . . . . . . . . 

Nole: 1 separate Schedule E i s  nor needed lor passive repeater sites or interceprs. 
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APPENDIX C 

FINAL REGULATORY FLEXIBILITY ANALYSTS 

I .  A s  required by the Regulator) Flexibility Act or 1980. as amended (“RFA”).“ an Ini t ial  
Itcgulatory Flexibilit? Analysis (.‘IRFA’.) was incorporated in the Notice of Proposed Rulcmaking 
(“NPRM”) in CS Docket No. 00-78, FCC 00-165. The Commission sought written public corninelit on 
the proposals in tlic Noticc, including coninieiil on the IRFA.” This present Final Regulatory Flexibil i ty 
Analysis (.‘FRFA”) conforms to rhc KFA.“ 

A. 

2. 

Necd for, and Objectives of, this Report  and Order. 

We rcvise our rules govcrning the ti l ing of forms and applications for the Multichannel 
Video and Cable Television Serviccs. These include applications in the Cable Television Relay Service 
(CARS microwave applications), cable television operator registrations, and aeronautical frequency 
usagc filings. Tliesc rule changes are designed to facilitate our implementation of electronic f i l ing via 
the lieu Cable Operations And Licensing System (“COALS”). We undertake implementation o f  the 
COALS electroiiic f i l ing system so that cable services applicants and associated parties may fi le 
documents with greatcr speed and efficiency. Becausc i t  i s  available over the Internet and i s  ful ly 
searchable, the system wi l l  also make licensc and cable operational information more accessible to the 
Commission’s staff. the  M V P D  industry, and the gencral public. Furthermore, i t  i s  expected that the cost 
o f  f i l i ng  applications or obtaining inrotmation w i l l  be reduced. 

B. 

3 .  

Summary of Significant lssucs Raised by Public Comments in Response to IRFA. 

N o  one commented in direct response to [he IKFA. We received only one comment in 
the procceding-from the National Cable Telecommunications Association (“NCTA“). That comment 
did address the issuc o f  the burden on small entities that would result if we decide to make electronic 
ti l ing mandatory. We responded to thcir concern by creating an indefinite transition period during which 
electronic f i l i ng  w i l l  be optional. A waiver o f thc  requirement may also be granted. 

C. Description and Estimate of  the N u m h c r  of Small  Ent i t ies to Which the Rules Will 
Apply. 

The RFA directs the Commission to provide a description o f  and, wllcrc feasiblc, an 
estimate of the number of. small entities that w i l l  be affected by thc rules adopted herein.d6 The RFA 
generall? defines the term “small cntity” as having the hame meaning as the terms -‘small business,” 
-‘small organization.” and “small governmental jurisdiction.”” In addition, the term “small business” has 
t h e  same meaning as the term “small business concern“ under the Small Business A “sma11 

3 .  

See 5 IJ.S.C. 9 603. The RFA.  ,see 5 U.S.C. 6 601 ~ 612. has been amended by the Small Business Regulatory I :  

Enforcenient Fairness Act of 1996 (SBKEFA), Pub. L. N o  104-17_1. Title I I ,  I I O  Stat. 857 (1996). 

” N P R M .  15 FCC Kcd 930.5. 9318 (2000). 

“Sec 5 IJ.S.C. $ 604. 

’’ /d. d 6<14(a)(3 I .  

Id. $ 60 I(6). 1 -  

’’ ld. $ 60I(3)(incorporaring b) reference the detinition of”small business concern” in 15 U.S.C. 4 632.) Pursuant 
(conrinued.. . )  

I 
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buhiness concern” i s  one wh ich  ( I  ) i s  indcpendcntly owned and operated; (2) is not dominant in i t s  field 
0 1 ’  operation: and ( 3 )  satisfies an)  additional criteria established by the Sniall Business Administration 
(.‘SHA”).‘’’ 

5.  A m a l l  organizatioii i s  generallq “any not-for-profit enterprise which is  independently 
owned and operated and i s  not dominant in i t s  field.””’ Nationwide, as of 1992, there were 
approximately 275.801 small organizations.“ “Small government jurisdiction”” generally means 

yvernmciirs o f  cities, counti towns, townships, villages, school districts, or special districts, with a 
population of less than 50.000 As of 1992, there wcre approximately 85,006 governmental entities in 
tlw United States.” ‘This number includes 38,978 counties. cities, and towns: of these, 37,566, or 96%. 
I i ~ e  populations of fewcr than 50.000.” The Ccnsus Bureau estimates that this ratio i s  approximately 
accurate for all governmental entities. Thus. of the 85,006 governmental entities, we estimate that 
81.600 (96%) are small entities. Below. we further describe and estimate the number o f  small entity 
licensees and regulatees that may he affected by these rules. It i s  possible that various types of s m a l l  
organizaliotis are cable operators or other types of Multichannel Video Programming Distributor. 

.. 

6. The rules we adopt wi l l  apply to all Multichannel Video Programming Distributors. This 
includes cable systems. the Multipoint Distribution Service (“MDS”), the Multichannel, Multipoint 
Distribution Service (“MMDS“). and Private Cable Operators (-’PCOs”). 

7. Srnu//MvPDs. SBA has developed a dcfinition of small entities for cable and other pay 
television services. which includes such companies generating S 12.5 mil l ion or less in annual receipts.’6 
This detinitioii includes cable system operators. closed circuit television services, direct broadcast 
satellitc services. multipoint distribution systems, satellite master antenna systems, open video systems, 
and subscription television services. According to the Census Bureau, tlierc were 1,423 such cable and 
other pay television services generatiiig less tliaii S 12.5 mil l ion in revenue.” We address below services 
individually to provide a more precise estimate or small entities. 

(...continued from previous page) 
IO thc M A ,  the staturory definition of a small business applies. “unless an agency, after consultation with the Office 
of Advocacy of rhe SBA and after opportunity for public comrncnt. estahli9hes one or more definitions o f  such term 
which are approprialc to the act iv i t ies ofthe agency and publishes such detinition(8) in the Federal Register. 

I 5  IJ.S.C. 5 6 j2  

“’ 5 1J.S.C. $601(4) 

14 

19Y2 Economic Censu5, U.S. Bureau ofthe Census, Table 6 (special tabulation of data under contract to Office of 5 1  

Advocacy of the U.S. Small Business Administration). 

~ - 4 7 C . I . R .  4 1.1162. 

’ ’  5 L1.S.C:. $ 601(5). 

5 -  

~. 

IJ S.  Dept. of Commerce. Bureau ofthe Census. ‘. 1992 Census of Cobemrnents.” ’I 

(( Id. 

‘I’ 13 C.F.R. 5 I? I .201. NAlCS code 5 15210 
5 -  Economics and Statistics Administration. Bureau of Census. US.  Department of Commerce, I992 CENSUS OF 
TRANSPORl~ATION. COMMUNICATIONS AND UTILITIES. ESTABLISHMENT AND FIRM SIZE, Series 
K Y 2 - 5 -  I, Firm S i re  I - 123 ( I  995) (“ I992 Ccnsus”). .%e .Mi.nwromIum O p i n i o i i  and Order rrnd tVotice ?/Proposed 
Kuli, ( J h h u I g ,  Implcmentatioii of Sections of the Cable Telecommunications Consumer Protection and ‘Competition 
Act or I9Y2, Kate Regulation and Cable Pricing Flesibility, M M  Docker No. 92-266 and CS Docket No. 96-157, 1 I 
FCC Rcd9517. 9531 (1996). 
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The Coinniissioii l ias  dwcloped. \+it t i  SDA's approval. i t s  own definition of a s m a l l  
cable systeni operator fnr the purposes of ratc r e p l a t i o n .  Under the Coinmission's rules, a "sinal1 cable 
compaiiy.' is o i i e  serviiis fewer t h a n  400.000 rubscribcrs nationwide." Based on our most rccclit 
iiiforinatioii. w e  estimate that there were I439 cable operators that qtialified as small cable companies at 
the end o t  1995.'' Since then, solile of l l iose companies may have grown to scrvc over 400,000 
subscribers. and others may l iace  been involved iii transactions that caused them to hc combined with 
nt l icr  cable opcrators. The Commission's rdcs  dcfiiic a "small system," for the purposes of rate 
regulation. as  a cable system with 15.000 or fewer subscribcrs."' The Commission does not request nor 
does tlie Commission collect information conceriiiiis cable systems serving 15,000 or tewer subscribers 
and t h s  is unable to estimate. a t  this time. the number o lsma l l  cable systems nationwide. 

8.  

9. 7 ~ h e  Communications Act also coiitaiiis a definition o f  a small cable system operator, 
which is "a cable operator that, directly nftlirough ail affiliate. serves in the aggregate fewer than 1 %  o f  
al l  subscribers in the United States and i s  not affilintcd with any entity or entities whose gross annual 
revenues in the aggregatc exceed $250.000.000.""1 The Commission has determined that there are 
61.700.000 subscribers i n  tlic United States. Therefore. a cahle operator scrving fewer than 617,000 
subscribers shall be deemed a small opcrator. i f  i t s  ai i i iual revenues. \ h e n  combined with the total annual 
revenues o f  a l l  o f  its aff i l iatcs, do not excecd $250 ni i l l io l i  in the aggeyate.6' Based on available data, 
n e  h i d  that the number o f  cable operators serving 617.0(10 subscribers or less totals approximately 
I450."" Although i t  seems certairi that some of tlicse cahlc syslcm operators are affiliated with entities 
\d iose p s s  annual revenues exceed $250.000.000. we are un:ihle a t  this time to cstimate with grcater 
precision the number 01' cable system operators that uo i i ld  qualil-) as small cable operators under 
definition in the Communications Act. It should hc funher notcd l l l a l  recent industry estimates project 
that therc w i l l  be a total o f  64.000.000 subscribers and \ re  h a w  h:ised our fee revcnuc estimates on that 
tipure. 

I O .  rr iva[r C'uhle O,irru/or.\/Str/eIli/e Mmlc,r .4n1w1iru , S ; I . . V ~ , I ~ I . T .  Based on our most recent 
information. we estimate that there arc 5400 private cable opcralors (..fJCOs.').'~' Most ofthese qualify as 
small cable companies under the SBA and Commission ratc r e p l a l i o n  definitions." Thcse operators 
primarily scwe multiple dwell ing units ("MDU")'" and cninmercial multiple tenant units (''MTU").6' 

'' 47 C IFR. \i 76.901(c). The Commission developcd thi\ dclinition baccd on I!\ determination that a small cable 
system operator i s  one with annual rcvenues of SI00 mlllion or less Sec .Si.r/li Report atid Order and Elevmrh 
Ordeie,- 017 Recoiuiderurion. MM Docket No. 92-266 alld 93.2 15. 10 FCC Rcd 739; (1995). 

Paul Kagan Associates. Inc.. Chhlr TI' /ni.rslor. Feb. 2'4, 1996 (based on figurcs for Dec. 30, 1995) 5v 

""47 C.kFR. S; 76.9111(c). 

'" 47 U.S.C. 5 54;(ni)(2) 

" '47 C.F.R. $ 7h . l403(b) .  

Paul  Kagan Associates. IIIC.. Feb.29. 1990 (based on  figures lo r  Drc 30, I99Si 

.-lmniui As.n.s,<iiieni ,J( (he .Srarus o( on ip t . r i / Iun  111 h lurksr  f iw //w De/iw":v o/ / ideo Programrn/ng, Fuur/h 

<..; 

,,I 

,.lni71~1/ Reporf. I? FCC Rcd 1034. I 0 8 7  (1998). 

Sec .supra 77 7 - Y. 

13 C . k R  9 121 201. NAlCScodt.531 I10($6.0 Million) 

. Innwl  .Av,ce.wmenl o/ /he .Slam o/ ('ornperirion in Aurker.v for (he Deiirert, 01 Video Prouruninrmp. G p i h  /!,lnuul 

0' 

i f ,  

(,- 
c. <, L, 
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The MDL market i s  comprised ol‘20 to 25 mil l ion units.“ Commercial miiltiple tenant units (and there 
SBA size standards) include hotels ($6.0 niillion).6’ huspitals ($29.0 million).’“ nursing care facilities 
( $ 1  1.5 million).” homes fnr the elderlJ ($6.0 million), ’’ and similar facilities. PCOs scrve 3,000 to 
4.000 custoiiicrs each, but somc serve 15.000 to 55,000 subscribers eacli.” Consequently, most PCOs are 
m a l l  cntitics. and we estimarc that rhere arc inwc than 3,400 small entity private cable system operators 
that may bc arlected by the decisions and rules we are adopting. 

Open Video l ~ ~ . ~ / e m  (“O”.~”) .  The Commission has certified 26 OVS operators. As an 
OVS i s  comparable in most ways to a cable system, the cable system size standards are appr~pr iate. ’~ Of 
these. one. Affiliates o f  Residential Communications Network, Inc. (“RCN”). i s  clearly not a small 
system. RCN received approval to operatc OVS systems in New York City, Boston, Washington, D.C., 
and other areas. RCN has approximately 506,700 video sub~cribers;’~ i s  the largest broadband service 
provider in the country, 1.5 million homes passed; and i s  the thirteenth largest MVPD.” The 
Commission has inot set a separate size standard for an OVS. Under that standard RCN i s  not a small 
system operator. Li t t le financial information is available for the other entities authorized to provide OVS 
service that arc not yet operational. Given that other entities have been authorized to providc OVS 
service but have not yet begun to generate revenues, we conclude that at least some of the OVS operators 
qualily as small entities under FCC standards. 

1 I .  

12. .bfuliichanne/. Mullipoinr Disrrihurion Service (”MMLIS’). The Commission refined the 
detinition of “small entity” for the auction o f  MMDS as an entity that, together wi th i ts  affiliates, has 
annual average goss  revenues that arc not more than $40 mil l ion for the proceeding three calendar 
years.” This definition of a small entity. in the context o f the  Commission’s decision concerning MMDS 
auctions. has been approved by thc SBA.” 

1_ 

13. ‘l’lie Commission completed i t5  MMDS auction in March 1996 for authorization in 493 
basic trading areas (“BTAs”). Of the 67 winning bidders. 61 qualified as small entitics under the 
Commission definition. Five winners indicated that they were minority-owned and four winners 
indicated thal they were women-owned businesses. In  1998, the Commission released the Two- Way 
Order permitting MDS/ITFS licensees to construct digital two-way systems that could provide high- 
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speed. higli-capacity broadhand scrticc. including two-way Internet service v i a  cellulari;led 
coiiimunication systems." ' As a resuli. althotigli over 2.650 MDS and MMDS licenses liave been issued 
in t l ie li.'.. four coinpatlie, ~ Sprint, WorldConi. Nucentrix and  BellSouth ~ hold more than half  oi'the 
l icei ises. The 
i i in ihrr  o l 'MMDS subscribers. Iioweter. has decliiied to approximately 490.000 from 700.000 las t  year.'" 
Presumably. the remaillin: license1 are held hy small businesses under the Commission auctioii standard 
Ibr ,smal l  entities. 

CollccLivel). these f o u r  companieh can potentially reach 75% o f  the U S .  population. 

D. Description or Projected Reporting, I tccord Keeping and other Compliance 
Requirements. 

14. This Report and Order creates no additional reporting, record keeping, or other 
reqtiirements. Rather, makes reporting easier and more efficient by permitting f i l ing by electronic means 
via llir Internet. II alco simplifies reporting by standardizing forms and deleting duplicate and 
unnecessary dam collections. 

E. Steps Takcn  to Min im ize  thc Impact  on Small  Entities, and Significant Alternatives 
Considered. 

15. The RFA requires an agency to describe any significant alternatives that i t  has 
considered in developing its approach. which may include the following four alternatives (among others): 
-'(I ) the establishment o f  differing compliance or reponing requirements or timetables that take into 
account tlie resources available tu small entities: (2) the claritication, consolidation. or simplification o f  
compliance and reporting requirements uiidcr the rule for such small entities; ( 3 )  thc use o f  performance 
rather thaii design standards: and (4 )  an exemption from coverage of the rule, or any part thereof, for 
siich 5niall ciititics.?' 

16. The impact of this action on small entities wil l  not only be identical to the impact on 
largc entities. i t  w i l l  be entirely beneficial. I t  gives them the option o f  eliminating the cost and expense 
of f i l ing paper copies or required documents. We did not adopt a requirement for mandatory electronic 
fi l ing specifically because of concerns for ihc hurden that mandatory fi l ing might impose upon small 
entities. 

17. Report t o  Conpress. We wi l l  send a copy o f  this Report and Order, including this 
FRFA. in a report to Congress pursuant to thc Congressional Rev iew Act of 1996.*' A copy of this report 
and Order and FRFA (or summary thereor) w i l l  also be published in the Federal Register, pursuant to 5 
IJ.S.C. 5 604(b). and w i l l  be sent to the Chief Counsel for Advocacy of the Small Business 
Adminiitration. 
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