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VIA ELECTRONIC FILING

Ms. Marlene H. Dortch
Secretary
Federal Communications Commission
554 12th Street, S.W.
Washington, D.C. 20554

Re: Petitions Regarding DIRECTV's DBS Service to the States of Alaska
and Hawaii, MB Docket No. 03-82

Dear Ms. Dortch:

I write on behalf of Compass Systems, Inc., ("Compass") in response to the
Media Bureau's Public Notice dated March 25, 2003 (DA 03-862) requesting comment
on the above-referenced matter. Compass urges the Commission vigorously to enforce
its rules governing DBS service to Alaska and Hawaii. Compass is ready, willing, and
able to provide DBS service to these states. In fact, Compass submitted an application
more than a year ago for a license to do so from the 166

0 W.L. orbital location.
Commission staff recently dismissed Compass's application (without prejudice) on
procedural grounds, 1 and Compass has sought review of that dismissal by the full
Commission.2

Compass believes strongly that the residents of Alaska and Hawaii are entitled to
DBS service comparable in quality to that available in the 48 contiguous United States

I See Application ofCompass Systems, Inc. for Authority to Construct and International Direct Broadcast
Satellite System, File No. SAT-MSC-20020325-0054, Letter from Donald Abelson, Chief, International
Bureau, and John B. Muleta, Chief, Wireless Telecommunications Bureau, to Antoinette Cook Bush, Vice
President, Compass Systems, Inc. (Mar. 3, 2003).
2 Application ofCompass Systems, Inc.for Authority to Construct and International Direct Broadcast
Satellite System, File No. SAT-MSC-20020325-0054, Application for Review of Compass Systems, Inc.
(FCC filed Apr. 2, 2003).
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(the "CONUS") in accordance with Commission rules. In evaluating DIRECTV's
performance, the Commission should be mindful that Compass stands ready to provide
service to Alaska and Hawaii.

Compass is perplexed and dismayed that the Commission has so far failed even to
accept its application for filing at a time when the deserving residents of Alaska and
Hawaii are being left unserved or underserved. The Commission should not compound
that error by allowing any existing DBS licensee to avoid its duty to provide comparable
service to states outside the CONUS.

Respectfully,

Counsel for Compass Systems, Inc.

cc: Herbert E. Marks, Counsel for the State of Hawaii
Jim McCaffrey, General Manager, MICROCOM


