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April 30, 2003 
 
 
VIA Electronic Filing 
 
Ms. Marlene H. Dortch, Secretary 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Street, S.W., TW-A325 
Washington, D.C. 20554 
 

Re: In the Matter of 2002 Biennial Regulatory Review – Review of the 
Commission’s Broadcast Ownership Rules and Other Rules Adopted 
Pursuant to Section 202 of the Telecommunications Act of 1996, MB Docket 
No. 02-277 
Cross-Ownership of Broadcast Stations and Newspapers, MM Docket No. 
01-235 
Rules and Policies Concerning Multiple Ownership of Radio Broadcast 
Stations in Local Markets, MM Docket No. 01-317 
Definition of Local Markets, MM Docket No. 00-244 

 
Dear Ms. Dortch: 
 
     Pursuant to Section 1.1206(b) of the Commission’s Rules, this letter is to provide notice of 
ex parte meetings with Commission staff in the above-referenced proceedings.  On April 29, 
2003, Reverend Robert Chase of the Office of Communication, Inc. of the United Church of 
Christ (UCC) and Amy Wolverton, Angela Campbell, Chris O’Connell, and Petra Smeltzer of 
Georgetown University Law Center’s Institute for Public Representation, on behalf of UCC, met 
with Commissioner Kevin J. Martin, Catherine Crutcher Bohigian, Legal Advisor to 
Commissioner Kevin J. Martin, Johanna Mikes, Legal Advisor to Commissioner Jonathan S. 
Adelstein, Stacy Robinson, Legal Advisor to Commissioner Kathleen Q. Abernathy, Jordan 
Goldstein, Legal Advisor to Commissioner Michael J. Copps, and Susan M. Eid, Legal Advisor 
to Chairman Michael K. Powell.  
 
     During these meetings, representatives of UCC generally discussed the substance of 
Comments filed with the Commission January 2, 2003 and Reply Comments filed with the 
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Commission February 3, 2003.  UCC’s representatives emphasized the importance of the 
ownership rules and stressed that the Commission should proceed with due caution to preserve 
the diversity of viewpoints and local news and public affairs programming.    
  
    UCC’s participants urged the Commission to retain separate rules for different local media 
and advocated the elimination of the UHF discount.  UCC’s representatives provided copies of 
the executive summary of the 2003 RTNDA Local Television News Study of News Directors 
and the American Public, indicating that broadcast television is still the most relied upon source 
for local news.  A copy of the executive summary is attached to this letter.  
 

UCC’s representatives also noted that despite the recent proliferation of media outlets, 
viewpoint diversity has actually diminished due to other regulatory and marketplace changes.  
UCC’s participants highlighted the importance of media ownership rules in promoting ownership 
opportunities for minorities, women, and small businesses, and further requested that the 
Commission conduct regular data collection to ensure comprehensive and accurate fact finding 
in future biennial reviews.  A copy of UCC’s outline of these issues was provided at the meeting 
and is attached to this letter.  UCC’s representatives also provided participants with an executive 
summary of O.C. Inc.’s activities in the field of communications, and a copy of this summary is 
also attached. 
 

Pursuant to the Commission’s Rules, this ex parte notice is being filed electronically 
through the Commission’s Electronic Comment Filing System procedures.  Please do not 
hesitate to contact me at 202-662-9545 should you have any questions regarding this filing. 
 

 

                                       Sincerely, 

  

 

                                       Amy R. Wolverton 

Attachments 

cc:     Chairman Michael K. Powell (FCC) 
     Commissioner Kathleen Q. Abernathy (FCC) 
     Commissioner Jonathan S. Adelstein (FCC) 

Commissioner Michael J. Copps (FCC) 
Commissioner Kevin J. Martin (FCC) 
Catherine Crutcher Bohigian (FCC) 
Johanna Mikes (FCC) 
Stacy Robinson (FCC) 
Jordan Goldstein (FCC) 
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Susan M. Eid (FCC) 
Reverend Robert Chase (UCC) 
Angela Campbell (IPR) 
 

 


