










12/2 3/2002 

P.O.Box 147 
S t  Johns, M I  48879 

M .  K. Powell 
Federal Catununications C d s s i o n  
445 12th S t ,  s w  
Washington, D .C . , 2055 4 

Dear Mr. P o w e l l :  

Media m e r s h i p  and c o n t r o l  i s  inc reas ing ly  be in  
few groups. Our schools  and t h e  m e d i a  are inc reas ing ly  s e l e c t i n s  
what w e  are  t augh t  or see repor ted  as  news. 
i nc reas ing  i g n o r e  the f a c t s ,  they select only t h o s e  t h a t  s u i t  
thsm, l ie ,  ignore  the c o n s t i t u t i o n ,  and teach t h e  r e l i g i o n  of 
humanism . 
N o  one group should c o n t r o l  m o r e  than cme t v  s t a t i o n  or 
newspaper . 
When lies a r e  repor ted ,  they should loose protect icm under t h e  
r i g h t  of "Freedcm of Speech" and b e  s u b j e c t  t o  prosecut ion for 
l i a b l e .  With every r i g h t  goes the r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  t o  u s e  it 

Our schools and the m e d i a  deserve no s p e c i a l  p r i v i l e g e .  
should b e  prosecuted for l y i n g  and deception of t h e  reader .  

T h e s e  g;Aps 
- 

proper ly ,  

They 

Sincere ly ,  

C0,ratli-K .,:; 

JAN 1 :i 2003 

DWibution Center 



FCC 
445 12th Street SW 
Washington, D.C. 20554 

Dec. 23,2002 

Dec.23,2002 

Chairman, A.K. Powell 
CommissionerK.Q. Abernathy 
Commissioner M.J. Copps 
Commissioner K.J. Martin 
Commissioner J.S. Adelstein 

Gentlemen: 

I'm enclosing a copy of pages 19 & 20 from the American Free Press dated Dec 16 

I want to express my opposition to loosen current ownership restrictions. The last 2 sentences express my 
(and many more) feelings on the subject. 

It is obvious that having the media controlled by such a few people is not in the best interests of the public. 

This letter can be forwarded to each person listed above so that you all know how the general public feels. 

Mr. Powell - I would like to hear from you , as chairman, with your feelings and intentions on this subject. 

Thank you. 

sincerely, ,;&"* /Yd -/ '' && 
Violet Kleinfelder 
2251 NE. 19th Ave. Lot 12 
Ocala R. 34470-3878 



Rep. Decries Corporate Chokehold a 
A left- wing populist congressman 

targets corporations for the chokehold 
they have on America$ "news." 

By Rep. Bernie Sanders 

ne of our hest-kept secrets is t,he degree to 
which a handful of huge corporations control 
the flow of information in the United States. 0 Whether it is television, radio, newspapers, 

magazines, h k s  or the Internet, a few giant conglom- 
erates are determining what we see, hear and read. And 
the situation is likely to become much worse as a result 
of radical deregulation efforts hy Hie Bush adniinistra- 
tion and some horrendous co~ut  decisions. 

Television is the means by which most Americans get 
their "news.r Without exception, every major network is 
owned by a huge conglomerate that has enormous con- 
flir1.s of interest. Fox News Channel is owned by Rupert 
Murdoch, a right-wing Australian who already owns a 
significant portion of the world's media. His network has 
close ties to the Republican Party, and among his "fair 
and balanced" commentators is Newt Gingrich. 

NBC is owned by General Electric, one of the largest 
corporations in the world-and one with a long history 
of anti-union activity. 

GE, a major contributor to the Republican Party, has 
substantial financial interests in weapons manufactur- 
ing. finance, nuclear power and many other industries. 
Former CEO Jack Welch was one of hhe leaders in shut- 
ting down American plants and moving them to low- 
wage countries like China and Mexico. 

ABC is owned by the Disney Corp., which produces 
toys and products in developing countries where they 
provide their workers atrocious wages and working con- 
ditions. 

CBS is owned by Viaconi, another huge media con- 
glomerate that owns, among ot,her entities, MW, Show- 
time, Nickelodeon. VHI, TNN. CMT. 39 hroadrast tcle- 
vision stnlioiis, 1R4 radio slnlions, I'nrninnnnl I'irt,ures 
and Blockhirster lnc. 

The essential problem with television is not just a 
bias in news and programming, or the transformation of 
politics and government into ent~eil~ainmmt and scnsa- 
tionalisiii. Nor is it just the constanl bonthardnient of 
advertising, much of i t  directed at children. It's that the 
most important issues facing the middle-class and wnrk- 
ing people of our country are rarely discussed. The aver- 
age American does not see his rcality reflected on the 
television screen. 

The United States is the only indust,iialized nation 
on Earth that does not have a national bcalthcare pro- 
gram. Yet, despite 41 million people with no health 
insurance and millions more'underinsured, we spend 
far more per capita on healthcare than niiy other nation. 

hIa\-be (he reason is that we are seeing no good pro- 
grams on television, in between the prescription dmg 

, 

advertisements. 
Despite the great "economic boom" of the 1990s. the 

arerage American worker is now working longer hours 

RUSH LIMBAUGH G. GORDON LIDDV ALAN KEYES 
Beating the drums for GOP, corporate owners and advertisers to the detriment 

The United States has the most unfair distribution of 
wealth and income in the industrialized world, and the 
highest rate of childhood pnverty. 

There's a lot of television promoting greed and self- 
interest, hut how many programs speak to the 'Tustice" 
of the richest 1 percent owning more wealth than the 
bottom 95 percent? Or of  the CEOs of major corporations 
earning 500 times what their employees make? 

If television largely ignores the reality of life for the 
majority ofher icans,  corporate radio is just plain overt 
in its bias. Rush Limhaugb, G. Gordon Liddy, Bob 
Grant, Sean Hannity, Nan Keyes, Armstrong Williams, 
Howie Cam, Oliver North, Michael Savage, Michael 
Reagan, Pat Robertson. Laura Schlessinger-these are 
only a few of the voices that day after day puund a d m n -  
beat, into the heartland of this country 

Tlie Republican Party, corporate owners and adver- 
tisers have their point of view well represented on radio. 
Unforl.unately, the rest of Aincrica has almost nothing. 

As had as the current media situation is, i t  is likely 
to be made much worse hy a recent decision in the 
District of Columbia Court ofAppeals that responded tu 

asuitbyFox,AOLTinie' 
decision struck down a 6 
panies from owning tcle 
chises in the same local I 

The court also orden 
cations Commission eith 
iule that limits any one c 
stations that reach mor, 
households. 

The bottom line is tl 
glomerates are controllir 
ordinary American sees 
issue that Congress can 

See the story o 
how your voic 

further moni 
America1 



1 -  

, 

Block the Media Monstrosity 
(Continued from P e p  1) 

Although all of this is being proposed in the name of 
“the free market,” this would be a major boon to the 
increasingly smaller number of global corporate media 
giants that are swallowing up once independent local 
newspapers and broadcast outlets across America and 
around the world. 

-Such a move would also give expanded political clout 
to the already immensely powerful lords of the media 
allowing them-for example-to own a major television 
station and newspaper in the same town or city, thereby 
effectively having a monopoly on local news coverage. 

Advocates of “deregulation” say that  because so 
many Americana now have access to the Internet and 
can thereby call up many news sources-literally, world- 
wide-that there is no longer any need for “out of date” 
regulations. 

In addition, advocates say that because of the expan- 
sion of satellite and cable television, previous concerns 
about the concentration of media ownership are no 
longer valid. 

While it is true that the Internet has provided a com- 
municatiodoutreach explosion of unprecedented pro- 
portionejust in the last several years alone-most 
Americana pet the bulk of their news and information 

SUMNER REOSTONE 

from their local “mainstream” newspapers and televi- 
sion and radio which are themselves increasingly being 
grabbed up by major media monopolies. 

For example, in the small city of Harrisburg, the cap- 
ital of Pennsylvania, the New York-based Newhouse 
family controls the major daily newspaper, The Patriot. 
The Newhouse familfs Advance Communications ala0 
controls a number of smaller weekly newspapers in both 
suburban and rural ”bedroom” counties surrounding 
Harrisburg. Most of those people have no idea that their 
’local” newspaper is actually owned by a national media 
conglomerate held tightly in the hands of a super-pow- 
erful billionaire family. 

Americans who use the Internet for “other“ infonna- 
tion tend to freouent the web sites of kaior“ widelv- MORT ZUCKERMAN 
publicized and ‘fashionable” newspapers such as T i  
New York lImes, The Washington Post, The Chicago P i -  
bum and The Los Angeles lImes. 

However, what many of those who fancy themselves 
to be Tn the know“ because they access multiple “big 
namen newspapers do not realize is that the owners of 
The Chicago ‘Dibune, for example, are also the owners 
of The Los Angeles ?ims and New York’s Long Island- 
based Newsday and The Hartford (Connecticut) Cour- 
ant, to mention several in the Tribune Co.’s stable. 

Want to decide w l  

plans to loosen current 01 

wmmissionerS to tighten 
the W d h  ofthe media 1 

So many readers who think they are getting “alter- 
native” information from other news sources are victims 
of the growing media monopoly that prefers to keep ita 
concentration of elite ownership out of the realm of pub- 
lic understanding and discussion. 

As one would expect from an appointed bureaucrat 
with high-level political connections, the FCC’s chair- 
man Michael Powell-son of Secretary of State Colin 
Powell-is taking a non-committal position on the con- 
troversial issue. Unfortunately, the issue is only “contro- 
versial” to those who are aware of the issue, since the 
matter has been largely relegated to the business pages 
of the major metropolitan dailies. 

The concept of media ownership and control being 
increasingly taken into the hands of fewer and fewer 
families and financial groups is not widely debated or 
understood. 

There is something you can do a b u t  i t  make your 
voice heard. You have until Jan. 2 to contact the FCC S.I. NEWHOUSE 

Want to decide what your see, read. think. and tell the commissioners that you are opposed to all 



8 

c 

I 

- 

02- 4 7 7  I 
Jan Stephens 
P.O. Box 304 

wiflits, CA 95190 

December 17,2002 

Michael Powell, FCC chair 
Federal cormauaications Commission 
445 I#hsfR&SW 
Washiagtoq DC 20554 

RE: P MEDIA DEMOCRACY \ JAN 0 3 2003 \ 
FCC:MAILR~ I To C- Powell: 

belong to thtAmric(lapwplc, d the F@c is mendsted to tnamge. them in 
&pendent, criticat a d  genuinely representa& media are aucial to a 
. Withwt them, citizeIlr lose the means to contmlandparticipte inthe 

public &&#e tbt sets the nation's politid agenda. In the absence of an effective regulatory 
rate control of tht csredia damages ow democracy. 

ca, proteCtthep&lic inter& by maintaining: 
to continue to prevent owners of a 

ers in the samc merket. 
owaersbip cap to prevent one company horn owning broadcast 

more than 35% af U.S. households. 
TIuziocalradio ownership ruleto *the number of radio stations a company can own in 
a& listening areato OT QB, aepending on size. 
rzugroiyrule to limit a wmpany to l~wning two broadcast TV &ations ina givenmarket. 
Durll network rule to bar& major $V networks eom- with we hother. 

Chain 0-p of newspapers, TV and 9 stations wouki likely incEeaae dranurtically with 
quality. As it is, dipsensing political viewpoints 

women pod oabas tire under representsd. We 4 more pqblic affairs 

a drop in 
n&iOdUX+k3Ul medii The in&msts and perspeotives of 

s m p r ,  niche and *lad mediaoutlets eenprovide. 

I we you t$ rneke a stand for democracy, tp preserve and -the ruks  that limit media 
OoIlsO sad pmte public access to $edia in your Blemrial Review. 

Jpm Stephens 


