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MarleneH. Dortch,Esq.
Secretary
FederalCommunicationsCommission
445 12th Street,S.W.
Washington,D.C. 20554

Re: NotificationofEx ParteCommunication
MB DocketNo. 02-277;MM DocketNos. 01-317& 00-244

DearMs. Dortch:

On May23, 2003on behalfofCitadelBroadcastingCompany,MeredithSenterof this
office and I met with NandanJoshiofthe GeneralCounsel’soffice andAmy Brett oftheMedia
Bureauto discussCitadel’spositionthat anychangesin theradio local ownershiprulemust
ensurealevelplayingfield for vibrantcompetitionin radiomarkets.We emphasizedat the
meetingthat it is arbitraryandunfair for theCommissionto grandfatherexisting radio
combinationsthat mayhavebeenformedaftertheabove-captionedrulemakingproceedings
wereinitiated,butnotpendingtransactionsthat arecompliantwith thecurrentcontour-based
rule.

We alsostressedthat anyrule changeshouldtakeinto accountthedisparity is station
signals(ClassA vs. ClassC stations)andthatcommonlyownedstationsin aMetro with no
overlappingcontoursshouldcountasa singlestationin themarket. In addition,weprovided
examplesof Metros(specifically,Modesto,CA andRiverside,CA) wheretheArbitron or BIA
listing ofstationsin amarketwasinaccurateandsuggestedthat anynewMetro-basedrule
shouldcontaina safety-valvemechanismto correctmistakesin stationlistingsby BIA or
Arbitron orotherindustrysourcesandto preventgamingofnewMetro-basedrules.

Finally, weurgedtheCommissionto allow all marketparticipantsto ownthesame
numberofstationsin amarketasanygrandfatheredcluster.
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As requiredby Sectionl.1206(b)(2)ofthe Commission’srules,two copiesofthis letter
arebeingsubmittedin eachof theabove-referenceddockets.

Respectfullysubmitted,

Linda G. Morrison

cc: Amy Brett, Fsq.
NandanJoshi,Esq.


