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Secretary 
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445-12th Street, SW 
Washington, DC 20554 

 
RE:  Ex parte presentation  

of the Rural Independent Competitive Alliance (RICA), 
in CC Docket Nos. 96-45, 96-262, and 02-33; MB 
Docket No. 02-277 

 
Dear Ms. Dortch: 
 

At its annual conference in Las Vegas, members of the board of the Rural Independent 
Competitive Alliance (“RICA”), along with counsel, met with Commissioner Copps and his legal 
advisor, Jessica Rosenworcel. Discussions with the Commissioner and Ms. Rosenworcel occurred 
during the evening of May 28, and resumed briefly on May 29. A list of discussants is provided below.  
 

RICA board members and counsel reiterated issues brought before the Commission during 
prior ex parte meetings and in comments earlier filed with the Commission. These are: 
 

• RICA believes that the high cost universal service support received by a competitive ETC 
should be based on the CETC’s costs, not on the costs of the ILEC against which it competes. 
 

• RICA continues to urge the Commission to grant RICA’s Petition to Reconsider the CLEC 
Access Reform Order, and to strengthen that Order so that it may withstand judicial review.  
 

• The FCC’s classification of wireline broadband as an “information” rather than 
“telecommunications” service could result in unintended negative consequences. For example, 
removing such services from regulation under Title II of the Act could eliminate the possibility of 
either requiring broadband providers from contributing to the Universal Service Fund, or 
eliminate the prospect of such services ever being added to the list of supported universal 
services. 
 



• RICA believes that the Commission should not relax its print and broadcast media ownership 
rules. Relaxing the rules would make it even more difficult for small providers of video services 
to obtain programming. Further media ownership concentration would likely provide the 
producers and distributors of content with even more leverage over small video services 
providers, who already are at a great disadvantage when negotiating to obtain video 
programming for their subscribers. 

 
RICA members and counsel present during discussions with the Commissioner and Ms. 

Rosenworcel were: 
• Rick Vergin (RICA Chair), CTC Telcom 
• Paul Schuetzler (RICA Vice Chair), Consolidated Telcom 
• Larry Sevier, Nex-Tech 
• Carl Turnley, Connections 
• Karen Zimmerman, Cumby Telephone Cooperative 
• David Cosson and Clifford Rohde of Kraskin, Lesse & Cosson, LLC 

 
Respectfully submitted, 
/s/ 
David Cosson 
Clifford C. Rohde 
Counsel for RICA 
 

cc:  Commissioner Michael J. Copps 
Ms. Jessica Rosenworcel 


