
4 ;  

m o o n  18 FAY 202 7 2 8  1192 RAINBOII ,  PUSH 

f -  -) 
L! j-; d G IN A L N~I-HEAD-RS 

930 East 50th Street 
Chicago. lllinols 80815 

Phone (773) 373-3388 ' Fax (773) 373-33571 

05/28/03 WED 1 4 :  

01 $468 

May 2X? 2003 

I I MAY 2 8 2003 

I FCC-MAILROOM I Commissioncr Kathleen Abwnathy 
Cornmissher Michael, Copps 
Commissioner Kcvin Maiti,n, 
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein 
Federal Communications Commission 

Washington. DC 20554 

Re: 2002 Biennial Regulatory Rwi,ew - Review o f  the Cornmiasion's 
Broadcast Ownership Rules and Other Rulwr Adopted Pursuant to 
Section 202 of the Telecommunications Act of 1996 MB Docket No. 02- 
277; Crosi-OwnmrshTp of Broadcast Stations and Newspapom MM 
nocket No. 01-235; Rules and Policies Concerning Multiplc Ownership of 
Rndio Broadcast Stations in Loca,l Markets MM Docket No. 01-317; 
Definition of  Radio Marketu MM Docket No. 00-244 

Dear Chairman Powell and Commissioners: 

T call on the Federal Communications Coinrnissjoa not to relax or repal  the 
Commission's broadcast omership d e s .  

Our country resides in. a state of Economic uncertainty, to w-hich, preatcr 
consolidation is  not thc answer. As I havc underscored in testimony beore the 
Commission, consolidation, didvantages smell bosi.nesses and diaserves 
cnnsumcrs. Deregulation will crush the foundation of the public interest: 
competition, localism and diversib of ownership. Daregulation, once 
u,nd,ertaken, tends to be irreversiblc cvcn hindsight proves il to have been a 
rnistak,e. 

In the broadcast industry, we continually scc media conglomcratcs buy mors 
and ~ O T C  stations. Too feu+ pcople already own too many media outlas. If the 
FCC relaxes the broadcast ownership rules, opportunities for minority owntm 
and new entranb will dry up as invcstmcnt capi,tnl seeks out the older, lager 
companies that the FCC ru1,es .favor. 
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Cbnirman Michael Powell 
Pap Two 

n i e  potential of dcregulalion would probahly dcstroy any future o f  minorities 
owning radio and television stations. Afrel: 1,499, whcn thc FCC partially 
deregulated local TV ownership, minority ownership went  from 33 owners to 
20  owners^ Kthc PCC furIlisr deregulates the broadcast ownership rules, largc 
r n d a  conglomerntes will become even larger. Consumers will have access to 
fewer indepcndenl viewpoin,ts. Without consumers' awareness. thdr news will 
have been filtercd througli, the same news duik. 

Not only do we nccd to keep thc haadcast ownership d e s  a3 h e y  shod now, 
we ;eed io adopt legishtion such as Senator John McCain'a recantl,y 
introduced Telecomniunicarions Ownership Diversification Act of 21103. I 
applaud Senator McCein's efforts to cncouragc btoadcast o.nd 
le1,ecommunications omnership by underrepresented groups such os 
minorities, women and small businesses. It is bacoming extnmely difficult for 
minority and worncn owned businesses to compete with major corporations in 
trying to ,purchase assets. Providing investors and, sellers with tax incedivrs to 
do busincss with small businesses allows than a chance nt the table. 

We have Sean what tax incentives can do to hclp diversify ownership. In 1978, 
when thc original tax certificate legislat~.on was created, tbcrc wcre 59 
minorily owned, radio stations a,nd one minority owncd TV slahon. Behnlccn 
1978 and 1995, minority ownership increased to 300 stations. a five fold 
increase in less than a gcneration. Since 1995, M1.m the tax certifl,catc 
program cndcd, minority TV ownership hes dECRaSed. The number of 
minority owned radio has incrcascd slightly, but thc number ofminority radio 
owners has decreased 2 0 %  

Until we ].eve1 the playkg field with regulati.ona that limit consolidation while 
encouraging diversity o,F owership, Lhe Federal Commun.i,cations 
Commission can never be faithful to thc public interest in pro,moting 
competition, diversity and localism. 

Sirwerely,-, 

cc: MarlEne Dortch 
Office of the Secretary 


