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The Honorable Michael K. Powell 
RECEIVED 

MAY 2 2 2003 

mce of me secretary 

Chaim\aa 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 1P street, S.W. 
WUhingtOn. D.C. 20554 mmunloatima Cwnmlssbn 

Dear Mr. Choirman: 02- 235- 
A @  

We arc writing to urge the Commdssion to give higb priority to pnserving and promoring 
Hispanic media ownership Oppommites dming the Commission's review of Che pmpored mrgco 
bstweea Univision Communications and Hispanic Broadcasting Corporation, and to inlthte a 
rulemaHng on the qusrdon of whcther the Hispanic media mulw is a quue wkot fa Ibs 
purposes of the FCC's public lntnast analysis of this merger or similu mergers in the fum. 

participntion m the broadcast industry. The prumcs of a diversity of voiecs, each conbibuting to 
OUT national discourse, is esrentisl to the function of our dsmoaatic society. Our concum i s  that 
such divmity will be compromised by the approval of this nmp,  which will aggmvaw the 
altadydimiaishsd ranks of Hispanic media owners and create II barrier to future growth of 
Hispanlc-owned mcdla. 

Ilr you know, our nation bas a long-standing and fundamental commitment to mtnority 

This sphg is the Zh anniversary of the Commission's 1978 Minor@ Ownershfp P o k y  
Srdement, which both challenged new genmtiona of minority panicCpmts to WM the broadcut 
mdu- and helped makc such mkt entry pasible for most of tcday's utinori!.y-owncd 
bmadcastm. Today, however, because of the pmliferntion of modia mergm and the buyouta of 
rrdtlority~wncd bmidcasc stations by non-minority owned compctitm, the plight of minority 
owned media is mom discouraging now than it was a generation ago. 

broadcaning mdusrry, has found that, since the introduction of thc 1996 Telecommunications 
Act dnodty medin ownershi has hllm by 26 peaurnr As of 2001, minorities owned only 3.8 
percent of the fullpower commucial radio and television stations in the nation and only 1.9 
pacent of TV stations. 

The Black Broadcasting Alliance. which promotes inmated minority participation In the 

The diversity of programming on non-minorlty-awncd mcdia is commendable, but it i 8  no 
answer to the problem of under-inclusion of minorities in the ownerchip pml. Minority broadcast 
OMlerShip enhances diversity of viewpoint, l c r p i v e n u s  to minority communities. and minority 
employmrmt in Ih: induaw. A California Institute of Technology study found that, nlthougb non- 
mlnorjty owners my provide pmpmmhg targeted to minority audiences, mlndty 0- sn 
more ljkely 10 provide progwaming fomts  of entertainment, news and orher programs that bctkw 
Sewe Che specifu, lmlized interests of minority audiences in their communities. Actual minosity 
ownership thus results in a significant inaease in sensitivity to the netda and wants of minority 
media nudjencea far cntutahmcnt and infomwion. 

Ns. of Cspies rec'd u 
~ s ! A  E C D E 



. . ,  NO.626 P.3 

Hispanic Amaiuar am now rho kgea mindty p u p  In the nation vith over 35 mlllion 
pmplo and aLnoit 14 p m t  of the U.S. popuWon. Yet Way. thirry yurs lfrer rhe finr 
mlndty-owncd television station received ita pamit, mcrC 1s only a handful ofHispanic omed 
rsleislon starions in opuatlon. A h  1 0 4  lslevision hgulation in 1999. mlnority television 
ownership has dropped from 33 to 20 mdmr and many of those stations arc endmngucd. T h  
have ban no minority television aquisitioru since 2000. 

propath of two non-Hhpadc conmkd carpmriaar, Qeu Cimnnel (IFupantc Bmldcplting 
corpontion) and Univisim Thc merger would bring m&ux the leading Spanirh-lnnguagc 
television and radio stacionr. yet nelther company is controlled by Hispanics. Spocitically, we wge 
you 10 assess. carefully and pubticly. the impact of this merger on competition, independent 
owncrship and h e  public interest of local Hispanic communities across the counuy. 

Approval of this merger would exacerbate an akeady serious problem: thc growing non- 
Hkpanic con& of Spanish-language media by hvo non-wispanlc conmUed corpurntionr, 
Control of almost 70 percent of Spanish-language &a mvmuc in the ten major mark&, which 
comprise E5 petcent of that enelre market, would be v d  m a single corponrlon with no 
Hirpnics in poaifions of control. Indeed Iho proposed wger would appear Io place conlml of 
the ah rsrulting entity im the hands of a single non-Hlspanic individual by vinuc of his 
pawsdon af"super voting" swk. The vast and pvioarly unuamined nmitcationr of fu ths  
consolidating the Spanish-language mdia &t, which is rlrtady far more cxrmsively 
c ~ ~ t e d  than the English-languagc media marks, under non-Iliqanic ladenhip mads to k 
thoroughly md pubUdy reviewed before the Commission takes any Annl action on this rnauar, 

The HLspank community nlier on Spmish-luyluagc media for news, Informatior., 

WC a lherofore ewddly ~ODCemed about mC ~ c d  m m  of rbe s p a n i s h - h m  

capcration: 

The two largcst Spanirh-hguage television networks: 

Dominance of Spanish-languqp publishing; 
Dominance of Spanish-language ncading; 
Dominance of Spanish-language bill- and outdoor admising: 
The only rubrtantial Spaniah-language concut promtion company in the United 
Sta!cs (jointly held by clur Chamel). 

The lugest Spniph-langwge radio W Q M y :  
The l ~ g ~ s t  Sponish-lmpgc cable tcl~~iSi0n holdings; 
97 pment of Spanish-burp intemr portal IIccess; 

If tk Hirpanic d m v h  b a s e p m  and distinct one. tbcn such complete 
d d n r n c c  of Spanish-language d a  by a single unpmtion of any kind would, obvioualy, 
have the amme negative ImpUcations for IIirpanLs as similar dominrace ofEngllrb-lmpage 
media by a single corpurarion would have for Ihe gcllanl popularion. The D e p m n t  of Jutice 
has already identified the Spanish-languaga radlo market M a sepmce and distinct one. but tht ii 
as fu u their analyak went. The evidence nygear the (lame coaclwion would apply to the 
Hlnpnic medi. mkcr IS  a whole. Answwiv this quertton, aa yet p o d  by rhe Conunisrion In 
any public ~lwaJ;ing 01 process, should prseadc the ConnnisSion's final considemion of the 
proposcd merger on its merira. 

In ib ongoing review of the FCC's ownership rnh. we doubt that rhe Cornminion 
would conclude ha t  It would be in fie public intaast for onc company controlled by one penon 
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to gain cmmi over Bnglish-languafl media to h a u n t  depe  that thlr mergcx would 
concentrue cmml of tb Hispanic d h  mket  tn the PropOKd entity. We arp the 
Commbion to give the same. careful. dcllbontc con~idcntion to Hlrplnic Americana lad the 
unique muker they comprise that it haa g lva  tbair non-Hispanic colmterpartr on merger haw 
md ncx to rush through a p m w 8  that mld lead to thc dominance of such a huge pcnenhge of 

€wrest-growing minority should not be subjected to a media conglcm?race that is far mors vertically 
integrated aod greater in scale t h  wwld be ~cceptabk la Enghh-language media. 

esssnriol to have a mewed examination and public debate about the impact of d i a  
concomntion and the importance of ndnoriry ownemhip. The proposed merger beraresn 
Univision and Hispanic Emadcasting Corporation is an o p p m i t y  to have that debate, 

SpdSh-hPlyle  d i a  by one comrdled by l l O n - ~ @ S .  ThC natlon’s wt and 

Becaw of the continuing decline in the numbeu of minority biordcpJt owners. it Is 

This merger is not in the public intuust. It does not expand Hispanic ownership 01 
k w 6 t  Hispank c o n s m  to combine these two non-Hispmic conmlled compwiss into one 
inrgcr non-Hilpanic controlled company dth such a dominant s h  of rhe Spanish-language 
medinarket. 

For alI these rcasons. we request thc FCC to Idtiate a rulemeking procdum to d u a d n e  
whether the Hispanic media markot Is a separate muket for the purporcs of the Commlssion’r 
public Interest analysis of the proposed merger and any futuro mcrgcro. We rqwt M wetl rhar 
the Commbsim delay my Arrtha consideration of mC proposed merger until the rulunaldng ba8 
besn completed. 

Hispanic mcdia ownaship and promoting communtty-oricatcd programming in the Hlrpanic 
msrker through policies that will encounp greater Hispanic mdir ownership tn the hm. We 
urge thc Cornmission to weigh these important issues in ths rulemaking we nqum, and in irs 
subsqucnt decision on thc propwcd morga. 

With rcspcct and appiation, 

We hope that the Commission sbw our p a l a  of preventing the c m n t  decline of 

s-y, 

Edwud M. $ k d y  Richard J. Durbm 
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Me1 watt W n c  Warn 

CC: Commissioner Eathlccn Q, Abematby 
Commissioner Joludun S. Adhein 
canmrissiwer Michrsl I. copps 
Commissioner Kevin J. Mutin 


