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Jure 16, 2003
VIA ECES

Ms. Marlene H. Dortch

Federal Communicaions Commisson
Officeof the Secretary

445 12" Stred, SW

Washington,D.C. 20554

Re:  Ex Parte Communicaionin CS Docket No. 9780 (Commercia Avail abili ty of
Navigation Devices); PPDocket No. 0067 (Compatibili ty Between Cable
Systems and Consumer Electronics Equipment); and MB Docket No. 0315
(Second Periodic Review of the Commisgon's Rules and Poli cies Affeding the
Conwersionto Digital Television).

Dea Ms. Dortch:

On Jure 12, 2003the undersigned, on tkehalf of the Consumer Electronics Retail ers
Cadlition (CERC), and Michad Petricone, on lehalf of the Consumer Eledronics Association
(CEA), met with Rick Chessen, Thomas Horan, Bill Johrnson, Mike Perko, Alison Greenwald,
Mike Lance, Susan Mort and Mary Beth Murphy of the Media Bureau and Amy Nathan of the
Officeof Strategic Planning and Policy Analysis. The purpase of the medings was to assert
the importance of expediti ous adion by the Commisson onthe Further Notice of Propcsed
Rulemaking in these Dockets, to urge goprova by the Commisson d the matters naticed in
the FNPRM, and to answer any questions with resped to these proposals.

CEA and CERC underscored their unguali fied endorsement of the “Plug & Play”
propasals on which comment has been sought. They urged implementation by the
Commisgon onthe most expediti ous basis possble. They reviewed the following paints,
made previously in their joint Comments and Reply Comments:

¢ The proposed technicd regulations are esentially non-controversial.

¢ The avail ability to consumer eledronics and information techndogy manufadurers of the
DFAST licenseis essentia for the development, production, and marketing of devices



that work on dgital cable systems, offer home network interoperabili ty, and suppat
consumer home recording. Unless sich devices are avail able, most consumers will be
denied the benefits of competition and innowetion in the digital transition.

The Congessinstructed the Commissonin 1992and 1996to achieve and asaure such
competitive entry in itsregulations. The Commisson's prior ruling that copy protedion
may be aldressed in Commisson rules as a subset of condtional accessleaves

avail abili ty of the DFAST license & the only viable puldic pdicy outcome that will meed
these objediveslaid danvn by Congressfor the Commisson.

Previous datements and fili ngs by motion pcture interests have asserted spedfically that
these interests will suppat competition among devices only in the mntext of asingle
encoding rule regime gplicableto all MVPD devices.

Expeditious adion by the Commisgonwill alow manufadurers, at slight additional cost,
to buld cable tunersinto devices subject to the Commisgon's off-air tuner mandate that
iseffedive July 1, 2004. Delay beyonda July/August framework for approva will
forego these dficiencies and impose unnecessary Costs on most consumers.

This|etter is being provided to your officein accordancewith Sedion 1.1206 bthe

Federal Communicaions Commissonrules. A copy of this letter has been delivered to the
parties listed below.
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Very truly yours,

Robert S. Schwartz
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