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G2-277

Marilyn Furlano

8 St. Christopher Lane SUNSH'NE PEF"OD

Coronado, CA 921 18

\(‘lﬂr Pl
R
Federal Communications Commission JUN 13 &
445 12th Street, SW  wion Cente!
Washington, DC 20554 ostriput

RE: Docket No. 02-277 Don’t abandon media safeguards!
Dear FCC Commussioners,

I strongly urge that the FCC abandon its plan to end long-standing and critical safeguards that
have served as an important "check and balance” systemto help ensure diversity of media
ownership. Under the proposal you are considering, one company in a community will be able to
own the newspaper, several TV and radio stations, the cable system, and the principal Internet
access company. There will be fewer owners of networks, stations, and newspapers nationwide.
This will very badly damage true media diversity and competition. A competitive and diverse
media is absolutely essential to ensure an informed citizenry and a healthy and vibrant
democracy.

Eliminating these last remaining protections of the public trust would constitute a complete
abandonment of the FCC’s mission to ensure that our airwaves, which are owned by all
Americans, are used in a manner which ensures the diverse range of voices and opinions needed
in a healthy democracy. Loss of these protections would constitute a huge and unacceptable
giveaway of public resources and political power to a few large and powerful media companies.

Further consolidation of the media in the false name of "deregulation” must be halted and in fact
reversed. TV and radio news in the hands of a handful of profit-driven corporations has
undermined our democracy more than any other modern force except the high cost of broadcast
commercials during elections. The media companies have failed in their public trust to provide
crucial unbiased information to the public about most public issues. Americans depend upon the
media to bring us information that will allow us to make the informed choices necessary for the
well-being of our nation and our future.

As an American concemed about our democracy, I urge you to reject the current proposal to
abandon the last remaining controls on media consolidation. Instead, I strongly urge you to
break up the media conglomerates, to open the spectrum to a wide diversity of organizations and
independent journalists, and to reinstate the Fairness Doctrine.

Most singerely, — »

-Yﬁr’brd]%m Furlarb

Marilyn Hiriano
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Michael K. Powell, Chairman @0“ 003 May 18, 2003
FFederal Communications Commission JUN 13 Al
445 12th Street, NW Ll
T L . b -On 4
Washingtlon, DC 20554 D\Smbuu Ql ]NSH,NE PER'OD

To Chatrman Powell:
This concerns the proposed changes to the FCC’s broadcast media ownership rules.
| um adamantly opposed to the proposed changes. We need more diversity of ownership, not less.

[ am also appalled at the fact that the changes are due to come with no information about the specific
content having been given to the public, nor to the Congressional committees with oversight
responsibility for the FCC.

Whether further ownership consolidation would “enhance market productivity” or “increase efficiency”
for the major media players is NOT a proper consideratinn for the FCC.

The public airwaves are just that: PUBLIC.  The FCC has no right to give them away to any private
mlerests, no matter how much money those individuals or entitics may have contributed to any particular

political candidate or cause.

If vou think the proposed changes are in the public interest, then let the public know what’s really going
on, and histen to what the public has to say.

Cnclosed is a copy of my written comments submitied for the record at the April 26, 2003 hearing held m
San Francisco by FCC Commissioner Adelstein. We nced many more such hearings beforc any further

damage 1s done.

Smceerely.

[.owse J. Belle
enclosure

ce. with enclosure:  FCC Commuissioner Kathleen Q. Abernathy
FCC Commissioner Kevin J. Martin
FCC Commissioner Michael J. Kopps
FCC Commissioner Jonathan S. Adelstein
United States Scenator John McCain
. United States Senator Barbara Boxer

RN



Public comment
FCC hearing, San Francisco
04/26/03
by: Louise J. Belle, Berkeley, CA

1 want to thank the commuission for holding this hearing today, especially on a Saturday.

[ also want to thank KPFA for broadcasting this hearing, and for publicizing it on the air
ecarlier this week.

I am adamantly opposed to any proposal to further cut back, roll back, subvert, or
otherwise degrade the FCC’s broadcast media ownership rules.

We need more diversity of ownership, not less.

Given the general course of events over the last 2-1/2 years, | know this is going to sound
naive, but I’'m going to say it anyway:

This 1s the United States. We are supposed to be the embodiment of free and open public
access to mmformation. All information, not pre-packaged, homogeneous, sanitized
propaganda that toes the prevailing political party line. And we are supposed to be the
embodiment of free and open, robust public debate on the important issues of the day.

| read recently that FCC Chairman Powell said we don’t need a *19th century whistlestop
tour of America” in order to hear what the public thinks about this issue. He may not
want that, but he certainly needs it. We all need it. We deserve it.

And so | urge the commission to reject any proposal to eliminate or cut back the broadcast
media ownership rules.

But don’t just take my word for it: I also urge the commission to extend the public
comment and decision-making period for at least one year, and to hold well-publicized,
well-advertized, thoroughly reported public hearings on this issue, in all 50 states.
Anything less would not be in the public interest.

This 1s too important to let things happen behind closed doors.

Thank you.



