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| 10355 Cheviot Dr.
FCC - MAILROOM Los Angeles, CA 90064-4533

' {OPY ORIGINAL
Federal Communications Commission OQCKET FILE
445 12th Street, SW

Washington, DC 20554
RE: Docket No. 02-277 Don’t abandon media safeguards!
Dear FCC Commissioners,

We strongly urge that the FCC abandon its plan to end long-standing and critical safeguards that
have served as an important "check and balance” system to help ensure diversity of media
ownership. Under the proposal you are considering, one company in a community will be able to
~own the newspaper, several TV and radio stations, the cable system, and the principal Internet
access company. There will be fewer owners of networks, stations, and newspapers nationwide.
“This will very badly damage true media diversity and competition. A competitive and diverse
media is absolutely essential to ensure an informed citizenry and a healthy and vibrant

demooragy.

————

Eliminating these last remaining protections of the public trust would constitute a complete
abandonment of the FCC’s mission to ensure that our airwaves, which are owned by all
Americans, are used in a manner which ensures the diverse range of voices and opinions needed
in a healthy democracy. Loss of these protections would constitute a huge and unacceptable
“giveaway of public resources and political power to a few large and powerful media companies.

Further consolidation of the media in the false name of "deregulation” must be halted and in fact
reversed. TV and radio news in the hands of a handful of profit-driven corporations has b
undermined our democracy more than any other modemn force except the high cost of broadcast |

“Commercials during elections. The media companies have failed in their public trust to provide
crucial unbiased information to the public about most public issues. Americans depend upon the
media to bring us information that will allow us to make the informed choices necessary for the
well-being of our nation and our future.

As Americans concerned about our democracy, we urge you to reject the current proposal to

abandon the last remaining controls on media consolidation. Instead, we strongly urge you to

break up the media conglomerates, tc open the spectrum to a wide diversty of organizations and
“independent journalists, and to reinstate the Fairness Doctrine.

Most gincerely,

-

" Leo Wolf
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Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street, SW

Washi e
ashington, DC 20554 FOGKET FILE NOPY ORIGINAL
RE: Docket No. 02-277 Don’t abandon media safeguards!

Dear FCC Commissioners,

1 sirongly urge that the FCC abandon its plan to end long-standing and critical safeguards that
have served as an important "check and balance" system to help ensure diversity of media
ownership. Under the proposal you are considering, one company in a community will be able to
own the newspaper, several TV and radio stations, the cable system, and the principal Internet
access company. There will be fewer owners of networks, stations, and newspapers nationwide.
This will very badly damage true media diversity and competition. A competitive and diverse
media is absolutely essential to ensure an informed citizenry and a heaithy and vibrant
democracy.

Eliminating these last remaining protections of the public trust would constitute a complete
abandonment of the FCC’s mission to ensure that our airwaves, which are owned by all
Americans, are used in @ maniier which ensures the diverse range of voices and opinions needed
in a healthy democracy. Loss of these protections would constitute a huge and unacceptable
giveaway of public resources and political power to a few large and powerful media companies.

Further consolidation of the media in the false name of "deregulation” must be halted and in fact
reversed. TV and radio news in the hands of a handful of profit-driven corporations has
undermined our democracy more than any other modern force except the high cost of broadcast
commercials during elections. The media companies have failed in their public trust to provide
crucial unbiased information to the public about most public issues. Americans depend upon the
mcdia to bring us information that will allow us to make thic informed choices necessary for the
well-being of our nation and our future.

As an American concerned about our democracy, I urge you to reject the current proposal to
abandon the last remaining controls on media consolidation. Instead, I strongly urge you to
break up the media conglomerates, to open the spectrum to a wide diversity of orgamzations and
independent journalists, and to reinstate the Faimess Doctrine.

Most sincerely,
ry g
L T Z—j’l_ AN Yy

Anre Harmony
rle el ran'd O
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The Honorable Michael K. Powell

Commissioner RIS Bl
Federal Communications Commission o a3
' - I'QQ
145 12° Street, SW s 2-277
Washington, DC 20554 onGe®
pistroY”

Dear Mr. Powell:

[ am appalled that the FCC would consider changing the rules that prohibit
monopoly ownership of media sources. Without a free and balanced media,
democracy in America would not survive.

We have already sacrificed enough of our freedoms in the name of fear.
Let’s not sacnfice more in the name of greed.

Please retain the rules prohibiting monopoly ownership of the media!

[ note that all sides of the political untverse are protesting this action. Even
the National Rifle Association is opposed to these changes, fearing that the
“liberal” media will take over media sources.

Very truly yours

2, ﬁ/ﬂ

7 John M. Fogg
501 Bolin Brook Farm Rd.
Chapel Hill, NC 29516
Phone: 919-918-7673
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May 11,2003 | FCC - MAILROOM
Kathleen Q. Abernathy
Commisstoner .
Federal Communications Commisston ;;on‘ﬁrmed
445 12th Street, SW q 7003
Washington DC 20554 JUN 1

stoution

Dear madam:

You have asked for public comment on the “Broadcast Ownership Rules”,
presently under debate.

[ urge you not to relax these rules.

[t 1s essential that we have available a free press that offers a diverse
presentation of the news. Putting the power of the press in a few concentrated
media conglomerates’s control would seriously restrict the freedom of the press
we guard so carefully.

Thank you for your attention to my request.

Sincerely yours,

SSA CpR@AL

Dale W, Hall
1829 Oriole Drive
Costa Mesa, California 92626
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Julie Gosse
210 Eastwood Ave. Apt. 1
Ithaca, NY 14850-6239

Federal Communications Commission g PEAGINA
445 12th Street, SW OCKET Fie GOF CRIGINAYRECEIVED & INSPECTED

Washington, DC 20554
JUN 1 12003

RE: Docket No. 02-277 Don’t abandon media safeguards!

FCC - MAILROOM

Dear FCC Commissioners,

I strongly urge that the FCC abandon its plan to end long-standing and critical safeguards that
have served as an important "check and balance” system to help ensure diversity of media
ownership. Under the proposal you are considering, one company in a community will be able to
own the newspaper, several TV and radio stations, the cable system, and the principal Internet
access company. There will be fewer owners of networks, stations, and newspapers nationwide.
This will very badly damage true media diversity and competition. A competitive and diverse
media 1s absolutely essential to ensure an informed citizenry and a healthy and vibrant
democracy.

Eliminating these last remaining protections of the public trust would constitute a complete
abandonment of the FCC’s mission to ensure that our airwaves, which are owned by all
Americans, are used in a manner which ensures the diverse range of voices and opinions needed
in a healthy democracy. Loss of these protections would constitute a huge and unacceptable
giveaway of public resources and political power to a few large and powerful media companies.

Further consolidation of the media in the false name of "deregulation” must be halted and in fact
reversed. TV and radio news in the hands of a handful of profit-driven corporations has
undermined our democracy more than any other modern force except the high cost of broadcast
cormmercials during elections. The media comnanies have failed in their public trust to provide
crucial unbiased information to the public about most public issues. Americans depend upon the
media to bring us information that will allow us to make the informed choices necessary for the
well-being of our nation and our future.

As an American concerned about our democracy, I urge you to reject the current proposal to
abandon the last remaining controls on media consolidation. Instead, I strongly urge you to
break up the media conglomerates, to open the spectrum to a wide diversity of organizations and
independent journalists, and to reinstate the Faimess Doctrine.

Most sincerely,
_/_ﬁlie Gosse e e @
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| JUN 1 12003 Dorothy Compinsky
5 9221 49th Ave. N.E.
FCC - MAILROOM Seattle, WA 98115
Federal Communications Commission .
445 12th Street, SW e oy OIGIRAL
: oRET FILE O
Washington, DC 20554 yOCKE

RE: Docket No. 02-277 Don’t abandon media safeguards!
Dear FCC Commissioners,

I strongly urge that the FCC abandon its plan to end long-standing and critical safeguards that
have served as an important "check and balance" system to help ensure diversity of media
ownership. Under the proposal you are considering, one company in a community will be able to
own the newspaper, several TV and radio stations, the cable system, and the principal Internet
access company. There will be fewer owners of networks, stations, and newspapers nationwide.
This will very badly damage true media diversity and competition. A competitive and diverse
media is absolutely essential to ensure an informed citizenry and a healthy and vibrant
democracy.

Ehminating these last remaining protections of the public trust would constitute a complete
abandonment of the FCC’s mission to ensure that our airwaves, which are owned by all
Americans, are used in a manner which ensures the diverse range of voices and opinions needed
in a healthy democracy. Loss of these protections would constitute a huge and unacceptable
giveaway of public resources and political power to a few large and powerful media companies.

Further consolidation of the media in the false name of "deregulation” must be halted and in fact
reversed. TV and radio news in the hands of a handful of profit-driven corporations has
undermined our democracy more than any other modern force except the high cost of broadcast
commercials during elections. The media companies have failed in their public trust to provide
crusial unbiased information to the public about most public issues. Americans depend upon the
media to bring us information that will allow us to make the informed choices necessary for the
well-being of our nation and our future.

As an American concerned about our democracy, 1 urge you to reject the current proposal to
abandon the last remaining controls on media consolidation. Instead, I strongly urge you to
break up the media conglomerates, to open the spectrum to a wide diversity of organizations and
independent journaiists, and to reinstate the Faimess Doctrine,

P ond DS rec'd O

Most sincerely, e o

Dorothy Compinsky

vty Gt
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Dean Bland

Emilia Bland
12819 Loma Rica Dr.
Grass Valley, CA 95945-9309

Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street, SW i

; =~ OHIGIRAL
Washington, DC 20554 CKET FILE QO

RE: Docket No. 02-277 Don’t abandon media safeguards!
Dear FCC Commissioners,

We strongly urge that the FCC abandon its plan to end long-standing and critical safeguards that
have served as an important "check and balance" system to help ensure diversity of media
ownership. Under the proposal you are considering, one company-in a community will be able to
own the newspaper, several TV and radio stations, the cable system, and the principal Internet
access company. There will be fewer owners of networks; stations, and newspapers nationwide.
This will very badly damage true media diversity and ¢ compctmon A competitive and diverse
media is absolutely essential to ensure an informed citizenry and a healthy and vibrant
democracy.

Eliminating these last remaining protections of the public trust would constitute a complete
abandonment of the FCC’s mission to ensure that our airwaves, which arc owned by all
Americans, are used in a manner which ensures the diverse range of voices and opinions needed
in a healthy democracy. Loss of these protections would constitute a huge and unacceptable
giveaway of public resources and political power to a few large and powerful media companies.

Further consolidation of the media in the false name of "deregulation" must be halted and in fact
reversed. TV and radio news in the hands of a handful of profit-driven corporations has
undermined our democracy more than any other modern force except the high cost of broadcast
commercials during elections. The media companies have failed in their public trust to provide
crucial unbiased information to the public about most public issues. Americans depend upon the
media to bring us information that will allow us to make the informed choices necessary for the
well-being of our nation and our future.

As Americans concerned about our democracy, we urge you to reject the current proposal to
abandon the last remaining controls on media consolidation. Instead, we strongly urge you to

break up the media conglomerates, to open the spectrum to a wide dwersnty of orgamzatlons and
independent journalists, and to reinstate the Faimess Doctrine.

Most smce?}y /)

Dcarf’B‘l‘/ AW’
- Zf,«c & L%Kﬂ é,(:’ﬂ-«, ‘#

“Emilia Blaid *
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Zelda Rose
3336 Punta Alta Unit 1A
Laguna Woods, CA 92653-2847

Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street, SW

Washington, DC 20554 SUNSHINE PERIOD

RE: Docket No. 02-277 Don’t abandon media safeguards!
Dear FCC Commissioners,

I'strongly urge that the FCC abandon its plan to end long-standing and critical safeguards that
have served as an important "check and balance” system to help ensure diversity of media
ownership. Under the proposal you are considering, one company in a community will be able to
own the newspaper, several TV and radio stations, the cable system, and the principal Internet
access company. There will be fewer owners of networks, stations, and newspapers nationwide.
This will very badly damage true media diversity and competition. A competitive and diverse
media is absolutely essential to ensure an informed citizenry and a healthy and vibrant
democracy.

Eliminating these last remaining protections of the public trust would constitute a complete
abandonment of the FCC’s mission to ensure that our airwaves, which are owned by all
Americans, are used in a manner which ensures the diverse range of voices and opinions needed
in a healthy democracy. Loss of these protections would constitute a huge and unacceptable
giveaway of public resources and political power to a few large and powerful media companies.

Further consolidation of the media in the false name of "deregulation” must be halted and in fact
reversed. TV and radio news in the hands of a handful of profit-driven corporations has
undermined our democracy more than any other modern force except the high cost of broadcast
commercials during elections. The media companies have failed in their public trust to provide
crucial unbiased information to the public about most public issues. Americans depend upon the
media to bring us information that will allow us to make the informed choices necessary for the
well-being of our nation and our future.

As an American concerned about our democracy, I urge you to reject the current proposal to
abandon the last remaining controls on media consolidation. Instead, I strongly urge you to
break up the media conglomerates, to open the spectrum to a wide diversity of organizations and
independent journalists, and to reinstate the Fairness Doctrine.

Most sincerely,

Aida Aodag
ZeldaRose wio i Oaning rec‘d__,Q_.-
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pobert H. Kiackhohmn, Jr.

4710 Northeast 26th Avenue
Vancouver, Washington 98663-2022 USA

Home Phone (360) 695-6762
E-mail rkluckhohn@aol com
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T'he [Honourable Kevin I. Martin

Commissioner (.‘;Unﬂf med

Federal Communications Commission 5 72003

445 Twelfth Strect, SW JUN 3 )

Washington, DC 20554 s k}a{ﬂ@
Distis

Dear Mr. Martin:

[t is very disturbing that so much of the printed and electronic media has fallen into the
possession of a few people. That is entirely counter to the fundamental principles of our Republic
and needs to be addressed, just as the telephone monopoly was.

The free interplay of ideas is the very heart of a democratic republic. More owners are
needed for our media. not fewer. The fewer the owners, the fewer the ideas. That is inevitable
and cannot be prevented by well-meaning regulations which ¢an — and will — be overlooked or
waived..

[ well remember a time when the media were expected and required to provide commu-
nity and public service with equal time for all parties. That has been squelched. Are we to be the
future prisoners of a few individuals or organizations who control what we read, see and hear?
We just concluded a bloody but successful war to eliminate a foreign dictator of that sort. Must
we have a civil war for the same goal at home, or will you do your duty?

Sincerely yours,

Robert H. Kluckhohn. Jr.
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May 10, 2003 o2 /

Confirmed
The Honorable Michael K. Powell JUN 13 2003
Chairman Distrpution GCe
t-'ederal Communications Commission

445 12th Street, SW

Washington, DC 20554

niel

Dear Mr. Powell,
OPPOSITION TO RELAXING BROADCAST OWNERSHIP RULES

Current broadcast ownership rules protect an element of American society that
15 s0 essential to our freedom: the communication of diverse ideas. Please do
not relax the existing rules. Currently, the broadcast media already has too
much strength in controlling information. Over the years, they have shown
their proclivity for keeping opposing viewpoints off the air. | attach an opinion
piece trom the October 5, 1989, Wall Street Journal that reflects that intentional
control even vears ago.

Any further relaxation would add monopolistic strength to that idea control.
You have the ability to prevent it. [ ask you to please do so.

Sincerely,
/V b e )‘ ‘ a2 ;’:\.,-‘ C (,

Francis M. Bushnell, Jr.

Attachment
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expect the Soviet Union could step to the
front of the line In seeking credit at the
lowest possible interest rate. I would bet
such bonds would be snapped up around
3%, which would be the lowest governmen-
tal interest rate on earth, including Ja-
pan's. As markets ga'n experience with So-
vtet gold-backed bonds, interest on the

guestions of implementing markel-oriented
reforms leading ta the rale af nrirec in al.
locating re

will have

vise that y

netary sta

likely to 1l
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Journalists and Others for Saving the Planet

By Davip BrRoOKS

At a recent environmental conference,
Charles Alexander declared, “'As the sci-
ence edltor at Time I would freely admit
that on this issue we have crossed the
boundary from news reporting to advo-
cacy.” After a round of applause from the
gathered journalists and scientists, NBC

corres§ndent Andrea Mltchgp toid the ay-
_ clearly the nelworks have
magde that decTETon now, where you'd h

t decTRION now, wher: 'd have

tﬂ.na.ll..l.t..adxggac&."
At that point Washington Post editor

Benjamin Bradlee chimed in, saying *I
don't think there's any danger in doing
what you suggest, There's a minor danger
in saylng it because as soon as you say,
“To hell with the news. I'm no longer inter-
ested In news, I'm interested in causes,’
you've got a whole kooky constituency io
respond to, which you can waste a lot of
time on.”

Mr. Bradlee [s right. Probably a lot of
“kooks' believe in objective journalism.
But why shouldn't reporters lose their self-
discipline when discussing the environ-
ment? Practically everybody else has.

Somehow the idea has gotten around
that the environment isn’t a normal politl-
cal Issue, but a quast-reilgious crusade, As
a result, public discussion of the environ-
ment has been about as rigorous as one ex-
pects from a jihad.

The shortcomings of advocacy were
very much in evidence at the recent envi-
ronmental conference, spensored by the
Smithsonian Institution. Held in the origi-
nal museun buildings that celebrate the
achievements of the Industrial Revolutlon,
the meeting addressed the tople, ‘“The
Global Environment: Are We Overreact-
ing?” Every other time [ have been to a

conference organized around a gquestion,
there have been speakers on both sides.
But not this time. Through the entire con-
ference, not a single disagreement de-
flacted the steady breeze of alarmism.

Perpetual apocalyptics such as Lester
Brown and Paul Ehrlich rattled off their
anthems of doom (just as Rolling Stones
rock through the tunes they originated 20
years ago). Speakers and panels moved
briskly on and off the padium: an acid rain
crisis, a toxles crisls, a famine crisis, a
population crisis. The rasull was a smor-
gasbord of apocalypse.

On the subject of globai warmlng, a
frisky environmental policy aralyst named
Stephen H. Schnelder presented the gloom
and doom side of the global-warming de-
bate. A number of sclentisis are more
skeptical about global warming, such as
Hugh W. Ellsaesser of the Livermore Na-
tional Laboratory, Reld Bryson of the Unt-
versity of Wisconsin, Richard Lindzen of
MIT, V. Ramathan of the University of
Chicago and Andrew Solow of the Woods
Hole Institute of Oceanography. But they
were not to be heard from.

The same sort of stage-managing pre-
valled among journalist speakers. Barbara
Pyle, who Is the head of Turner Broadcast-
ing's International Documentary Unit, and
who lists herself in her blo as an “interna-
tionally recognized environmental activ-
ist,'" appeared on a panel. Many reporters
do not see the rules of objective journalism
as obstacles to social progress. But they
were not to be heard from,

The conference was co-chaired by the
CEOs of ABC, NBC, CBS, Turner Broagd-
casting, Time Warnet and the Los Angeles
Times, the dlrector of the New York Times
and senlor officers of other media institu-

tlons (Dow Jones wasn't Involved ). Appar-
entiy none of these journalistic companies
Insisted upon diversity of opinion.

Several of the alarmist presentations
were persuasive. For example, Susan Solo-
mon of the National Oceanic and Atmos-
pheric Administration spoke Intelllgently
on ozone depletion. Edward O. Wilson was
compelling on “Biclogical Diversity: The
Extinction Crisls.” But enlightenment was
beside the point. The sclentists were lim-
ited to 1€ minutes, enough time to recite a
few familiar facts and sum up with a gran-
diloquent piea for action (if you can't stand
purple prose, don't go toan environmental
conference).

Thomas Lovejoy, a tropical biologlst
who organlzed this conference, delivered a
summary in which he eloquently encour-
aged the idea that we are in & planetary
crists. *"The planet is about to break out
with fever, and indeed it may have al-
ready.’” he sald, "and we are the disease.”
Mr. Lovejoy's views are so chic he is
puffed in the current issue of GQ.

What to do? George Woodwell, director
of Woods Hole Research Center, argued
that the world must phase out the use of
fossil fuels, Ruth Patrick of the Academy
of Natural Sciences sajd that mankind
must do nothing less than "rethink our
way of life.” Mr. Lovejoy suggested that
"we should be at war with ourselves and
with our life styles.” The anti-growth con-
tingent also made its presence felt. Mr.
Ehrlich declared, ""We've already had too
much economic growth in the United
States. . . . Economic growth In rich coun-
trles like ours iz the disease, not the
cure.”

These sorts of prescriptions made me
think I should have done something violent

Hollywood, You Slay Me

Bv RarrrT H. KNIGHT

who fall In love, [nnocent folks are once

kick. That's all.

L e e R A S & FELE T T PRI PAVIN )

Lasd io/ﬂ/&’q

to the limos that were idling cutside the
conference dinner Friday night. Other than
that, the conference offered no construc-
tlve prescriptions. Not too many politicians
are going to go before thelr constituents
and renounce economic growth. -—

A number of the people In attendance
have In the past advocated politically real-
istic environmental proposals. But none of
them rose to challenge the radicals. not
even Sens. Timothy Wirth (D., Colo.) and
John Heinz (R., Pa.), who sat as guardian
ilons at elther end of the panels.

Here and elsewhere in the environmen-
tal debate, a form of Gresham's Law pre-
valls. Apocalyptlc predictions crowd out
skeptical appraisals. Rabble-rousing eio-
quence crowds out measured discussion.
Politically absurd cries for a Reformation
of Human Society intermingle with politi-
cally realistic ideas.

The reperters who hecome advocates
seem io think they are doing the environ-
ment a favor, but it is hard to see how. Be-
cause there has been so little critical scru-
tiny, the politically mainstream environ-
mentalists don't feel compelled to separate
themselves from the Greens who think hu-
man progress should have stopped in the
18th century.

Nobedy seems to feel compelled to set
some priorities, and declare that X envl-
ronmental problem needs to be addressed
before Y. Much of the political right feels
spooked about environmental issues be-
cause it percelves all environmentalism to
be corrupted by sociallst command and
controllers.

Just when it seems someone s about to
get somewhere with intelligent enwiron-
mentalism, 10 other people mount podiums
and declare humanlty a disease on the
face of the earth.

Mr. Brooks is a Journal editorial
writer.
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The Honorable Michael K. Powell 5/11/0

Chairman

Federal Communications Commission Sonfirmed

445 12" Street SW.

Washington, DC 20554 JUN 1 3 2003 QUINSHINE PERIOD
Dear Mr. Powell; Distribution Center

| understand you as a member and the commission as a whole are being pressured to change
ar modify the broadcast media ownership rules so as to allow a veritable monopoly of radio and
television news across the nation. Please be informed that | and, | believe, the majority of
concerned Americans are solidly against any such action. We as citizens of this country
deserve and should expect a broad range of views be allowed to be broadcast to the public.
There are already too many newscasters that offer the opinions of their empioyers rather than
simply the news. The public should be allowed to form their own conclusions instead of having
their ideological and political views spoon fed to them. Diverse points of view are needed and
large corporate owners don't let dissenting opinions air.

Thank you very much for your time. [ hope you will take this letter in the spirit in which it is
offered, to let you know how the voting public feels about such an important issue.

James D. Fisher
501 S.E. 103™ Ave.
Vancouver, WA 98664-4052
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“UNSHINE PERIOD JUN'T 1 2003
FCC - MAILROOM

Dear Members of the FCC,

Broken down. the word "democracy’ means “people (demo) rule.” Across
America people of all political backgrounds are united on one front: opposition to
increased media ownership in a single community. Unfortunately, the people and thus G2-2 77
democracy was compromised when Michael Powell and the two other supporting
commissioners pledged allegrance ro Corporate America.
Diversity in the media is one of many aspects of American civil life that makes
America the greatest nation ever to grace the Earth. In order to keep America great, its
citizens must have more than one news sources in their respective communities. Please
re-instate the old faws and make sure the two dissenting commissioners keep their jobs.

Sincerely, S
Walker K. Ristau s‘{\(ﬂ\e |



