
V I A  HAND DELIVERY 

I ~ C :  EXPARTEPRESENTATION 
TELEVISION OWNERSHIP RULES 
(MB DOCKET No. 02-277; MM DOCKET Nos. 00-244,Ol-235, 
01-317) 

Sarkcs 'l'av,inn, Inc .  1i:is t o d a y  sent lcttcrs to each of the Commissloncrs, copies of 
\ \hicb xrc allaclicd, \vith icspcct ti) its pos iuons  conccrning tclcvislon station duopol> and  othcr 
in:i1tci~s undcr consIdcr:itlon in  rhc current o\vnersh~p proceeding. ,A copy of  rhcse letters has been 
sc17,cd i j n  IKcnncth I'crrcc a n d  I'aul <;;illant, :IS wcll. 

111 light uf thc r imc prcssurcs and the Code Orange security procedures, the letters to 
the (:i,inniissii,iicrs : ind hIessrs. I.'crrcc a n d  G:ill:int are also being telecopicd to them today. 

If an\- addition:il infi)lm;itlon is dcslrcd in connccuon with thls malrer, plcasc contact 
t l i c  Liiidcrsigneil counscl. 



Ihc Ilonorable Michael _I Copps 
i~cmniiss ioner  
I-rdr~mI <'orninLinicalions Conimissioii 
145 I 2'" Street. sw 
\4 ahington .  D(~' 20.554 

Dear ('oinmissionel. Copps: 

'l~liis letter is v~ritteii on behalf of Sarhes Tarlian. Inc. ("STI"). which is the licensee of 
1 1 3 0  radio stations in each of Hlooniington a n d  Ft. \ & ' a y e .  Indiana. and of lelevision Stations 
V'RCH-1-L. Chattanooga. l~ennessee (Market 8.5) and Kl-VN(TV). Reno. Nevada (Market I l 4 j .  

STI belie\ e5 stronel!, that the Commission should adopl the apparent proposal of the 
2 l fd1a  Bureau s t a f f t o  limil 'TV duopol! so as I O  preclude common-ownership in local markets 
dn i t )ng  net\iork affiliates ofA13C. NBC. CBS and Fox. Despjle the dire rhetoric that has 
iL.cL,i\ ed receiii publicit!. ST1 hel iews tha t  there are adequate resoul-ces available 10 these 
n e i \ ~ o r ~ ~ a f i l i a t c d  stations in thew markets a n d  thai  [he public interest mould br d i s s m  ed b! 
; ~ l ] o \ \ i i i ~  mergers among these afliliales. pafliculal~l! in [he small-to-midsized mal-kets wilh 
\ i I~ich ST1 1s fainiliai.. C.onihinations among affliales o f the  top four networks nould onl! create 
Ioc:ll ire\ cnue dt>niinanc.e for consolidators \\itIioul ensuring counlerxailing benefits to the public. 
I j '  [lie C'onimission i h  concernrd about hclping the I-elat i \ ,ely sinall number of ABC. NBC. CBS 
,nLi F v ~ .  affiliates t h a t  migh i  hc ha\,inp serious f inancial  difficulties in small-to-midsized 
n lxke is .  STI bclie\rs lhat reiincnien~ ofthe "failing station" exception in the rules to pro\#ide a 
srlIlicIcni safei! inel is far superior 10 excessive liberaliralion o f t h e  rules themselves. 

S 11 ccininiends thc Commission for a c k n o \ ~  ledging that the biennial revie\\, of these I-ules 

i e i r  of the \vide-iraiige of-conipetitive outlets a\.ailable in each market. As an imponant element 
\ A  1 1 1  hcsi succeed i f l h r  media onnership rules are harmoni7ed comprehensi\.el!. especially in 

of'tfii: undcr t~hrng .  S.1~1 urges lhai i l i e  Commission conclude 1hal shared Services agreements. 
.IS.ZS and other siini l x  arraiigr.menls between ostensibl\ independent local television IjcenSeeS 
dlould be treated a s  onned  inleresls for both panits.  similar 10 LMAs. 'The proliferatjon ofrhese 
:~fr?ciiicnIs in cinallrr l c u l  nidrkets tends to undcrmine the rationale behind the rules and leads 
i o  tic lac10 combinations tha t  irould not be licensed direcil!. Simlarly.  to preserve the intepritl 
t? / t l lc  o\i~nership I d e ) .  the ComniissIon should I in i i t  onl\ to ihe ~ ~ D S I  conipelling ci~-cumstances 
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1 lie Honorable Micliael .1 c'opps 
\ la \  28. '001 

and f o r  nnl! the briefest of duralions an! xai\;ers ofthe ownership rules: as has been observed in 
thc past. waiwi-s  that extend iiidefinirel!~ or are panled  too readily will eviscerate the underlying 
ouiisrship rules I O  the detrimenl of rhe  local market and the public. 

T h a n h  !nu for your  consideration of Ihe roregoing. A copy ofthis letter is being served 
011 ihc Srcrelar!,'s officc and the parlies listed belo& 

Sincerely. 

Senior Vice President. Accounting and Finance 
Sarbes Tarzian. lnc 


